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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 11A
•Josephine Ann Chesmore
•John Edward Clair
•Laura S. Coyne
•Tyler Dessent
•Judy A. Dishneau

•Jeana Annette Fox
•David Burton Hackett
•Sherry Ann Hart
•Tom C. Jones
•John H. “Jack” Leach

•Robert John Melchi
•Lilas Evelyn Miller
•Dixie Lee (Christenson) 
Ripley
•Judith Ann Ziegler

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 59 | Low 45  

Mostly cloudy
More on 12A

Still no charges
The Rock County District 

Attorney’s Office says it is 

still reviewing the case of 

a man who was accused of 

shooting out car windows 

near the Apple Hut. Page 8A

Work continues
Congressional Democrats 

were still trying to craft 

legislation that would 

unite their diverse caucus 

and give them a legislative 

achievement. Page 7B

Pitch perfect?
Evansville’s boys soccer 

team is two sectional 

wins away from the 

program’s first-ever 

berth at the WIAA state 

tournament. Page 1B
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By Hillary Gavan

Adams Publishing Group

Beloit is still lagging behind most other 
communities in Rock County when it 
comes to vaccination rates.

As of Tuesday, 41.2% of Beloit residents, 
or 15,171 people, had received both doses 
of the COVID-19 vaccine. In Janesville, 
that rate was at 56.4%, or 36,260 people. In 
Clinton, 46.4% of all residents, 947 of them, 
have gotten both doses of a COVID-19 vac-
cine series. Orfordville has a rate of 55.9%, 
or 719 people, and just 27.9% of Footville 
residents, or 241 people, have finished a 
vaccine course.

Rock County reported 25 new COVID-19 
cases and one death Tuesday. The number 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The city of Janesville is laying the 

groundwork for a potential $4.5 million 

industrial land expansion along its south-

side business corridor.

If a deal comes to full fruition, the city 

would secure 129 acres of farmland off 

County G that the city’s top economic devel-

opment official said is ready to develop for 

future industrial use. The site is just south 

of the Dollar General distribution facility.

The possibility for the acquisition came 

after the Janesville City Council’s Monday 

meeting, where the council gave its bless-

ing to City Manager Mark Freitag hammer-

ing out an option to buy the land for the 

purpose of beefing up the city’s holdings of 

developmental property.

Under the structure of the deal, the city 

would pay the owner, the Art T. Donaldson 

family trust, $50,000 in annual fees over a 

three-year period on an option to buy the 

land.

That arrangement would guarantee 

that the city would, for three years, retain 

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Substitute teachers have 

consistently been in high 

demand over the last few 

years, and officials say the 

coronavirus pandemic, as 

it stretches into the start of 

another school year, is hav-

ing an adverse effect on how 

many are willing to substitute 

teach. Leaders in the Janes-

ville and Milton school dis-

tricts have been looking for 

ways to attract enough sub-

stitute teachers.

Janesville School District
Assistant Superintendent 

Scott Garner said Janesville 

schools are always trying 

to find a way to retain more 

substitute teachers to help 

out full-time teachers when 

they need time off or when 

an emergency hits.

“We have a pool of about 

125 subs,” Garner said. “We 

have a competition now in 

the market with all districts. 

Every year we make sure 

that we can meet the pay of 

our neighboring districts so 

that we can try to recruit and 

retain subs.”

Garner said the Janesville 

School District tries to get 

creative with ways to thank 

their substitute teachers.

“Money doesn’t always 

motivate people,” Garner said. 

“We’re looking at other cre-

ative ways to try and attract 

and get people into the build-

ings.”

Garner was hopeful the 

‘WE 
NEED 
PEOPLE’

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Permanent substitute teacher Carleen Courtney leads a fifth-grade classroom through a reading assignment while working at Northside 
Intermediate School in Milton. Courtney is one of four permanent substitute teachers the Milton School District has hired to fill day-
to-day vacancies in the schools.

Carleen Courtney checks in with a student during a class at Northside Intermediate School in Mil-
ton on Tuesday.

Janesville 
seeks deal  
to buy land 
from trust

Beloit still lags 
in vaccinating 

against COVID-19

Janesville, Milton districts try to stay ahead of substitute teacher shortage

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Janesville School board on unani-

mous 8-0 votes approved a $127.26 million 

budget and $46.99 million tax levy for the 

2021-22 school year at its meeting Tuesday 

night.

Chief Financial Officer Dan McCrea pre-

sented the budget plan and discussed the 

many factors that influence the budget. He 

said district membership, which is made up 

of all school-age students who live in the dis-
trict, including those who enroll and attend 
school in other districts, is key to school 
budgeting.

“Membership drives the district’s rev-
enue limit,” McCrea said before Tuesday’s 
meeting. “Within a district revenue limit is 
local taxation, as well as equalization aid.”

Key variables the district considers when 
formulating the budget include enrollment, 
revenue limits, equalization aid, the tax 
levy, mill rate, equalized property value, 

Janesville board approves  
2021-22 school budget, tax levy

For a fee, city could buy up  
to 129 acres of farmland  

for industrial development

41.2% of residents have finished 
a vaccination series, data shows
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