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World Cup preview
A preview of today’s Women’s  

World Cup 10 a.m. final, matching  

the US against the Netherlands. 

Can Megan Rapinoe play? Will the US 

win its fourth title? Pages 1B, 6B

Building a 

neighborhood
Two days of yard sales 

in Janesville’s Fourth Ward 

aim to revitalize the  

neighborhood. Page 2A

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 81 | Low 56 

Partly sunny
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A Janesville company mostly 

known as a maker of all-natural lip 

balms and personal-care products 

could be moving into a new fron-

tier in oil: hemp oil.

John Goepfert, a former gun 

shop operator but in more recent 

years the CEO of Simply Solutions, 

said his company has developed a 

process that extracts nearly 100% of 

the oil from hemp plants. The pro-

cesses used by others extract much 

less, he said.

The com-

pany hopes to 

create what 

would likely be 

the first com-

mercial-scale 

CBD process-

ing facility in 

the region.

G o e p f e r t 

says Simply 

Solutions, a 

h o m e g r o w n 

company that 

p r o d u c e s 

a l l - n a t u r a l 

personal care 

products, is in 

the final stages 

of raising pri-

vate funding to 

secure a facility 

on Janesville’s south side. Within a 

few months, its dozen or so employ-

ees could begin processing hemp 

to extract cannabidiol, a substance 

more widely known as CBD.

Both hemp and CBD, the oil 

the plant produces, are now legal 

under state and federal regula-

tions after decades of hemp being 

classified in the same class of con-

trolled substances as marijuana 

and other cannabis plants. But 

unlike tetrahydrocannabinol, the 

Its newest solution

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Above: Facilities manager Patrick Knilans pours CBD oil extracted from hemp 
through a filter Wednesday at the Simply Solutions lab in the Janesville Inno-
vation Center. Below: Hemp is loaded into a grinder as part of the company’s 
CBD extraction process.

For almost 30 years, 

Charles Williams served 

as an officer with the 32nd 

Division Red Arrow Club 

of Southern 

Wisconsin.

The 

Edgerton 

man was 

so proud 

to wear 

the iconic 

Red Arrow 

patch 

during his 

National 

Guard ser-

vice with 

Company G, 

128 Infantry, 32nd Division.

Then he was eager 

to carry on friendships 

formed during his service.

He joined the home-

grown Red Arrow club and 

became its secretary/trea-

surer and newsletter editor.

For decades, anyone who 

wore the Red Arrow patch 

honorably was welcome to 

be part of the group, whose 

creed was to foster the 

spirit of comradeship that 

made the 32nd Division so 

enduring.

But times change, and 

soldiers age.

“We’re in our 70s and 

80s,” said Gary Mawhinney 

of Janesville, another long-

time club member. “Time 

moves on, and it’s time to 

say goodbye.”

On Saturday, the club 

will retire its flag with the 
historic red arrow at Janes-
ville VFW Post 1621.

Ceremonies for Red 
Arrow club members will 
honor the official end of the 
95-year-old group named 
after the insignia of the 
32nd Division.

Williams said the group 
will continue to do memo-
rial wreaths at the funerals 
of Red Arrow members.

After the club disbands, 
members have the option 
of joining the 32nd Divi-
sion Red Arrow Veteran 
Association or The Red 
Arrow Old Timers Club of 
Fort McCoy, if they are not 
already members.

A storied history
The regional Red Arrow 

club began in Janesville in 
1924 for World War I vet-
erans who served with the 
32nd Division.

The Army created the 
division with Wisconsin 
and Michigan National 
Guard troops in 1917.

The fierce fighting group 
earned its trademark Red 
Arrow shoulder patch—a 
red arrow through a hori-
zontal line—after piercing 
every enemy line it faced in 
World War I.

The group was so battle 
hardened that the French 
called the division “Les 
Terribles,” meaning “The 

Janesville company 
has plans to start  
extracting CBD  
from hemp soon

John Goepfert, 

CEO of Simply 

Solutions, said the 

company plans 

to extract and 

process hemp into 

CBD oil tinctures—

concentrated 

extracts—and sell 

it to wholesalers 

or retailers who 

market CBD oil 

and other CBD 

products.

Turn to EXTRACT on Page 11A

End of an era
Red Arrow club finishes 95-year-run

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The 32nd Division Red Arrow Club of Southern Wisconsin had 
several hundred members in 1948. Today, after a 95-year run, 
the group with a storied history is disbanding. This photograph 
shows Gary Mawhinney, a longtime club member, in 2016.
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GENEVA

They are trapped in squalid detention 

centers on Libya’s front lines. They wash up 

on the banks of the Rio Grande. They sink 

without a trace—in the Mediterranean, in 

the Pacific or in waterways they can’t even 

name. A handful fall out of airplanes’ land-

ing gear.

As their choices narrow on land and at 

sea, migrants are often seen as a politi-

cal headache in the countries they hope 

to reach and ignored in the countries they 

flee. Most live in limbo, but recent trage-

dies have focused attention on the risks 

they face and the political constraints at 

the root of them.

A record 71 million people were forc-

ibly displaced around the world in 2018, 

according to a report last month by the U.N. 

refugee agency, in places as diverse as Tur-

key, Uganda, Bangladesh and Peru. Many 

are still on the move in 2019. Others are 

trapped like the thousands in detention in 

Libya, where an airstrike on Tuesday killed 

at least 44 migrants and refugees locked 

away in the Tripoli suburb of Tajoura.

Most of those in Tajoura and other Lib-

yan detention centers have been inter-

cepted by the Libyan coast guard, which 

has become the go-to border force for 

the European Union, which can’t get 28 

governments to agree about migration. 

Despite the rhetoric about migration cri-

ses in Europe and the U.S., the top three 

countries taking in refugees are Turkey, 

Pakistan and Uganda. Germany comes in 

a distant fifth.

A 20-year-old who fled war in his home-

land in sub-Saharan Africa two years ago 

survived the airstrikes, gunfire from mili-

tia members trying to keep migrants 

inside the compound, torture for ransom 

From Libya to Texas, tragedies illustrate plight of migrants
In 2018, 71 million people 
were forcibly displaced
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