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Senior salute
Parker and Carter  

Schneider are twins and 

best friends as seniors 

at Parker High School,  

but college will split the 

two up next year. Page 1B

UW-Whitewater 

goes virtual
The university went 

online for its 150th  

graduation though  

some new grads visited 

campus. Page 3A

Safer-at-home 

dispute continues
Rock County officials 

are still not in agreement 

over whether a county 

official has the power to 

extend the order. Page 2A

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 62 | Low 50  
Heavy rain; breezy 

this morning
More on 7A
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DELAVAN
Richard Quinney is deter-

mined not to let the story of his 
family farm disappear.

Sometime this summer, he 
will make sure a sign goes up off 
Quinney Road, noting the spot 
in Walworth County where his 
great-grandparents settled in 
1868.

Three years ago, Richard sold 
most of the 160-acre family farm 
in the town of Sugar Creek to a 
neighbor.

But he could not imagine los-

ing all the fields, woods and pond 

he explored as a child. He needed 

a firm connection to the farm that 

has nourished and grounded him 

for all of his 86 years.

So Richard secured a 5-acre 

portion, which includes land 

homesteaded by John and Bridget 

Quinney, who fled Ireland during 

the potato famine.

“It was necessary for me 

By Thomas Beaumont, Scott Bauer  

and Sara Burnett

Associated Press

MADISON
Wisconsin has been the battle-

ground for political proxy wars for 
nearly a decade, the backdrop for 
bruising feuds over labor unions, 
executive power, redistricting 
and President Donald Trump.

Now, six months before a presi-
dential election, the state is on fire 
again. With a divided state gov-
ernment and a polarized elector-
ate, Wisconsin has emerged as a 
hotbed of partisan fighting over 
the coronavirus, including how to 
slow its spread, restart the econ-
omy, vote during a pandemic and 
judge Trump’s leadership.

In recent weeks, every polit-
ical twist has been dissected by 
the parties, political scientists 
and the press, all searching for 
insight into which way the swing 
state might be swinging in the 
virus era.

Democrats had the most sig-
nificant recent win, a contested 
statewide Supreme Court race. 
It gave them a claim on sense of 
momentum after making gains in 
the 2018 midterm elections. But 
Republicans this past week won 
a special election for Congress, 
albeit in a GOP stronghold, and 
successfully had the governor’s 
stay-at-home order tossed out by 
the state Supreme Court.

But no one is making predic-
tions about Wisconsin in Novem-
ber, other than to note that the 
latest fight over the fallout from 
the coronavirus could be the most 

important of them all.
“The jury’s still out,” said for-

mer Gov. Scott Walker, perhaps 
the figure most closely associated 
with Wisconsin’s political turbu-
lence. The Republican had previ-
ously said the economic recovery 
favored Trump carrying the state. 
On Friday, he said the November 
presidential election will be a ref-
erendum on Trump’s handling of 
the pandemic.

“One, how do you feel about 
your own health and health of 
your family,” Walker said. “Two, 
how do you feel about the health 
of the economy, particularly 
your own job. ... If people are 
still freaked out, then I think it’s 
always tough for any incumbent.”

Taking their cues from Trump, 
who has called on states to “lib-
erate” residents from stay-at-
home orders and get back to nor-
mal, state Republican lawmak-
ers challenged Democratic Gov. 
Tony Evers’ order in court. Simi-
lar maneuvers have been tried in 
Michigan and Pennsylvania, the 
other Rust Belt states that backed 
Trump in 2016 and handed him 
the White House.

But only in Wisconsin have 
Republicans gotten what they 
wanted, suddenly taking own-
ership of the state’s coronavirus 
response and, with it, new polit-
ical risk. While some Wisconsin-
ites rushed out to bars to cele-
brate the court’s ruling, many in 
the state were confused about the 
new patchwork of restrictions. 
Meanwhile, a solid majority of 
Wisconsin residents have said 

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN

Abigale Greenwald had a 

choice.

Since about the end of Novem-

ber, she had been working as a 

certified nursing assistant at 

Holton Manor, a nursing home 

in Elkhorn.

But the coronavirus pan-

demic was in Wisconsin, and 

such facilities would be particu-

larly vulnerable to an outbreak. 

She was just a student working 

there through the Elkhorn Area 

School District’s youth appren-

ticeship program.

So, she didn’t need to con-

tinue at Holton Manor if she felt 

uncomfortable.

And yet, this was her calling. 

Her parents left it up to her.

She was “dead set” in her deci-

sion.

“I love my job,” she said. “If 

I’m going to have a career in the 

health field, then I need to be able 

to work when it’s at its worst. So, 

I wasn’t going to let COVID stop 

me from working.”

Greenwald isn’t the only Elk-

horn student working at Holton 

Manor. Her close friend, Kaylee 

Bakko, also a senior, is working 

there on week-

ends as an activ-

ity aide who 

plays games and 

keeps company 

with the resi-

dents.

She said she 

started in late 

March or early 

April, not long before the facil-

ity reported its outbreak.

Elkhorn School District 

Pandemic doesn’t stop Elkhorn students from working at Holton Manor

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Abigale Greenwald, an Elkhorn Area High School senior, stands outside of Holton Manor on Friday in Elkhorn.

Nature preserve will honor  
Quinney family farm

Submitted photo
Richard Quinney looks out across his property in Walworth County. Glaciers crafted the roll-
ing 5-acre nature preserve, which was part of the original Quinney homestead.

State still a hotbed of virus politics 
as 2020 presidential race takes shape
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