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WEATHER • 7A

TODAY

39°/16°
Cloudy with  
snow, 1-2”

TUESDAY

26°/12°
Partly sunny, breezy 

and cooler

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A

Parcels keeping USPS busy
The Janesville Post Office is already having a 

busier-than-normal holiday season. It has been 
10 percent to 15 percent over peak parcel levels 
when compared to last year, Postmaster Laura 
Coots said. And the busiest day has yet to come. 
The post office is projecting its busiest day of 
the season will be Wednesday, Dec. 13—that is 
when Coots said a lot of Cyber Week packages 
will be going through the Janesville location.

STATE • 2A

Students grow own lunches
Students at a private school in eastern Wis-

consin are growing their own food for lunch in 
the school’s cafeteria. The hydroponics system 
at St. John Lutheran School in Plymouth is part 
of a pilot program through the nonprofit Feed-
ing America. “In this day and age of conserva-
tion and resources, what a great way to show 
the students every day that there are ways to 
try and be a little more self-sustaining and have 
less of an impact on the environment,” said Jay 
Lindsey, the school’s principal.

SPORTS • 1B-3B

Mauermann racking up awards
Janesville native and UW sophomore hockey 

forward Alexis Mauermann began November 
by being named the WCHA’s Offensive Player of 
the Week thanks to three goals and an assist in 
a weekend sweep of Ohio State. She continued 
the strong play the next three series and even-
tually earned the WCHA’s Offensive Player of 
the Month award.

NATION/WORLD • 6B-7B

Shelby: ‘Alabama can do better’
Alabama Sen. Richard Shelby said repeated-

ly Sunday his state can “do better” than elect-
ing fellow Republican Roy Moore to the U.S. 
Senate, making clear that a write-in candidate 
was far preferable to a man accused of sexual 
misconduct.
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DEATH NOTICES • 6A
•Betty J. Christianson/Beloit
•Kih Kaw/Lake Geneva

OBITUARIES • 6A
•Mary Lou Birkeness/Milton
•Barbara Ann Gifford/Delavan Lake
•Johnet A. “Johnny” Phillips/Janesville

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

Two suspects have been taken into custody 

in connection with what could be Janesville’s 

second homicide of 2017, according to an up-

date police released Sunday afternoon.

Police said they began investigating a po-

tential homicide at about 4:44 p.m. Saturday, 

when officers were dispatched to 426 S. Riv-

er St. for a 43-year-old woman who had been 

found dead inside a home, according to an 

earlier news release.

Police executed a search warrant at the 

home and collected evidence.
The suspects are a 21-year-old man and a 

23-year-old woman, the latest news release 
states. Police said evidence linking them to the 
Saturday death has been recovered.

Police have said they do not believe the pub-
lic is in danger.

An autopsy was still ongoing as of Sunday 
afternoon. Police will hold a press conference 
at 11 a.m. today to provide additional informa-
tion, according to the news releases.

Although Chief David Moore declined to 
give more information about the case prior to 
today’s press conference, he did say the man is 
the main suspect, and they are looking at the 
woman as an accomplice.

Moore said the man knew the victim.
Moore added that his officers have gone 

door to door in the neighborhood, updating 
them that the suspects are in custody and that 
police do not believe the public is at risk.

The investigation is ongoing, according to 
the releases.

On May 27, police have said Barquis D. McK-
night, 33, shot and killed Eddie L. Jones, 28, 
of Markham, Illinois, behind the house at 116 
S. Franklin St.

McKnight’s attorney, Michael Murphy, said 
in September the evidence more closely shows 
a struggle for a gun than an intentional shoot-
ing, however.

McKnight is charged with first-degree in-
tentional homicide and possession of a firearm 
by a felon.

McKnight in a September hearing pro-
claimed his innocence and insisted on going 
to trial, but the case was dismissed and charges 
were filed again.

He is now scheduled for a January jury trial 
with a final pretrial at 11 a.m. Jan. 18. Murphy 
had said he was working on a plea agreement 
with the prosecution.

By Tom Murphy

Associated Press

Margaret Leatherwood has 
eight choices for health insur-
ance next year but no good 
options.

The cheapest individual 
coverage available in her mar-
ket would eat up nearly a quar-
ter of the income her husband 
brings home from the oilfields.

The Bryson, Texas, couple 
makes too much to qualify for 
Affordable Care Act tax credits 
that help people buy coverage. 
But they don’t make enough to 
comfortably afford insurance 
on their own, even though Paul 
Leatherwood works seven days 
a week.

“I hate to put it like this, but 
it sucks,” said Margaret Leath-
erwood, who stays at home 
and takes care of her grand-
children.

This largely middle-class 
crowd of shoppers is strug-
gling to stay insured. They’ve 
weathered years of price hikes 
and shrinking insurance choic-
es with no help. Faced with 
more price increases for next 
year, they’re mulling options 
outside insurance or skipping 
coverage entirely—a decision 
that could lead to a fine for re-
maining uninsured and huge 
bills if an emergency hits.

The sign-up period for 2018 
coverage closes Friday in most 
states, meaning shoppers have 
only a few more days to find 
something that squeezes into 
their budgets.

“I kind of cringe when I am 
meeting with those clients be-
cause I don’t have a solution for 
them,” said Kelly Rector, a Mis-
souri-based insurance agent.

The ACA helped chop the 
U.S. uninsured population 41 
percent to 28.8 million people 
earlier this year from 48.6 mil-
lion in 2010, when it became 
law, according to the latest gov-
ernment figures.

The law expanded Medicaid 
coverage for the poor and cre-
ated health insurance market-
places where people can use in-
come-based tax credits to buy 
a single or family individual 
insurance plan if they don’t get 
coverage through work. Those 
subsidies cover part or all of the 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra .com

MILTON
Watching her son leave the hospital after an over-

dose was infuriating, Lori Blum said.
He acted like it was no big deal.
“It’s frustrating because there wasn’t a lesson in-

volved,” Blum said. “They overdose, they didn’t feel 
anything. They wake up, and they feel OK.”

Her son Jacob Heider died from a heroin overdose 
in 2014 in a California hotel.

The overdose that killed the Milton native was not 
his first, Blum said. She knew of at least three other 
times he was hospitalized for overdoses.

Surviving an overdose significantly increases the 
chances of early death, said Arthur Altbuch, an ad-
dictions and chronic pain specialist at Mercyhealth.

People who do not receive treatment after an over-
dose likely will overdose again and again until it kills 
them, Altbuch said. This is especially apparent with 
the opioid epidemic.

Rock County recorded 988 opioid-related hospital 
encounters in 2016, according to the Wisconsin De-
partment of Health Services. That was up 50 percent 
from 660 encounters in 2015.

Heroin is one of the drugs in the opioid family. In 

2016, Rock County had 87 reported heroin hospital-

izations and 13 fatal heroin overdoses, according to 

health services.

Raising Jacob

“It was so hard through his teenage years because 

By Pam Louwagie

Minneapolis Star Tribune

The criticism came swiftly last week after Atlantic 

magazine published a writer’s account saying that 

Sen. Al Franken “groped” her in 2009 by putting his 

hand on her waist during a photo op, “grabbing a 

handful of flesh” and squeezing at least twice.

“I’m sorry, is that sexual assault now? To squeeze 

someone’s waist?” one Twitter user wrote.

“And this is your definition of a grope? Come on! 

This accusation trivializes real predation and abuse. 

Knock it off!” a woman echoed on Facebook.

“We are officially #offtherails,” another posted.

It was the type of backlash some feared. As a reck-

oning over sexual harassment sweeps the country, 

leaders in business, academia and other walks of life 

are pushing to sustain the momentum and ensure a 

positive, lasting cultural change without it getting 

derailed by politics, social media frenzies and outsize 

responses to infractions many deem small.

“There’s just too much putting everything into one 

big bucket instead of looking at the nuance,” said Fran 

Sepler, a Minneapolis human resources consultant 

who has helped develop training for the U.S. Equal 

Employment Opportunity Commission.

As allegations spread from Hollywood figures to 

powerful lawmakers in recent months, what started 

as a “really extraordinary conversation” about the 

need for industries to examine their cultures and 

Milton mother hopes others can get treatment after son’s overdose

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Lori Blum stands inside her Milton home. Blum’s son Jacob Heider died in 2014 from a drug overdose.

FOR HELP

Officer Chad Woodman of the Janesville Police De-
partment said the department has increased its list of 
resources for people with addictions significantly in the 
past two years.

Those looking for help for themself or a loved one 
can call the Janesville Police Department at 608-755-
3100 or Woodman at 608-314-7019.

Staff at Janesville Mobilizing 4 Change, which hosts 
the Hope Over Heroin program, refer people to the Rock 
County Alcohol and Substance Abuse Walk-In Clinic at 
113 S. Franklin St., Janesville, said Shari Faber, project 
coordinator for Janesville Mobilizing 4 Change.

Two in custody in homicide
Woman, 43, found dead  

in home Saturday afternoon

Hard 
lesson

Insurance 
price hikes 

create 
difficult 
choices

Cascade of allegations challenge 
#MeToo to sustain its momentum

Associated Press
Green Bay Packers quarterback Brett Hundley 
launches a pass against Cleveland Browns line-
backer Christian Kirksey in the first half of Sunday’s 
game in Cleveland. For the second consecutive 
week, the Packers emerged with a come-from-be-
hind overtime victory, this time by a 27-21 margin 
against the winless Browns. With quarterback 
Aaron Rodgers expected to return to the starting 
lineup next Sunday, backup Brett Hundley finished 
an eight-game stint as starter with a 3-5 record. 
Story, Page 1B.

Second straight OT win keeps 
Pack’s playoff hopes alive

‘There’s too much putting everything 
into one big bucket,’ one person says

Many nonqualifiers 
for tax credits  

face a price squeeze
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