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Pot plan
Walworth County 
committee to consider 
advisory referendum 
on marijuana. Page 3A

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A

•Catherine “Kay” (Gunn) 
Barry
•Naruab C. Briggs
•Patricia Marie Heenan
•William I. Jacobson

•Kathy M. Johnson
•Debra “Debbie” Matzke
•George “Bill” Moore, Jr.
•Paula Nehring
•Clare Purnell

•Shawne Marie Reid
•Dennis R. Sime
•Eileen Walker
•Shirley Delores Wilson

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 89 | Low 71  

Partly sunny, 
warm and humid

More on 7A

There will be no paper  
Wednesday. Have 
a safe and happy 
Independence Day

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
State general aid to the Janes-

ville School District could drop 
by as much as $2.3 million in the 
2018-19 school year, according to 
state data.

But there’s no need to panic 
because those numbers are ten-

tative and only a piece of a larger 

financial puzzle, said Janesville 

School District Chief Financial 

Officer Keith Pennington.

About half of Wisconsin’s 

schools will receive more gener-

al aid than they did last year, ac-

cording to a news release from the 

Wisconsin Department of Public 

Instruction.

Statewide, general aid to 

schools is $4.66 billion, a $72.75 

million increase from last year, 

according to the news release.

General aid is determined by 

a complex formula that considers 

property values, enrollment and 

spending.

Some school districts, such as 

Middleton, get very little general 

aid because of their valuable tax 

bases.

For the Janesville School Dis-

trict, general aid is a little bit more 

than 80 percent of all the state aid 

the district gets, Pennington said.

It’s difficult to determine 

how changes in general aid, also 

known as equalization aid, will 

affect an overall budget.

Wisconsin school districts op-

erate under state-imposed reve-

nue limits, which are adjusted an-

nually. If one category of income 

for a school district goes up, other 

income might have to go down to 

keep the district below its reve-

nue limit.

“Equalization aid by itself 

could go up or down, and after the 

complete revenue limits are re-

leased, our overall funding could 

go up or down,” Pennington ex-

plained in an email. “Many times, 

aid goes down and tax levies go up 

and vice versa.”

The actual aid amounts each 

district will receive aren’t an-

nounced until Oct. 15.

“The total can, and has in the 

past, change by hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars either way,” Pen-

nington said. “Even if the infor-

mation from our district did not 

change, our equalization aid and 

levy could change due to changes 

by other districts.”

In the Edgerton School District, 

By Kate Linthicum and Tracy Wilkinson

Los Angeles Times

MEXICO CITY
The U.S.-Mexico relationship could 

change dramatically under Mexican Pres-
ident-elect Andres Manuel Lopez Obra-
dor, who appears ready to put less of an 
emphasis on relations with the U.S. than 
his country’s other recent leaders and less 
afraid of angering his counterparts north 
of the border.

Lopez Obrador, who easily won the pres-
idency in Sunday’s election and will take 
office in December, has rattled observers 
in Washington who are unsure how he will 
conduct himself and Mexico’s foreign af-
fairs.

The 64-year-old former mayor of Mexi-
co City, a veteran leftist, has long favored a 
future for Mexico that is less dependent on 
the United States—a stark departure from 
numerous recent Mexican leaders who 
worked hand in glove with their American 

counterparts. 
The night of President 

Donald Trump’s election in 
2016, Lopez Obrador wrote 
a message to his fellow Mex-
ican citizens, urging them 
not to worry about the im-
pact of Trump’s policies 
south of the Rio Grande.

“We must not forget that 
Mexico, by the effort and 

sacrifice of the fathers of our country, is a 
free, independent and sovereign country, 
not a colony, nor a protectorate,” he wrote. 
“It does not depend on any foreign govern-
ment.”

Those patriotic musings, which he pub-
lished last year in a book of essays called 
“Oye Trump” (Listen, Trump), offer insight 
into how Lopez Obrador might regard Mex-
ico’s closest neighbor after he is sworn in 
Dec. 1.

“There are a lot of unanswered ques-
tions,” said Earl Anthony Wayne, a fellow at 
the nonpartisan Wilson Center think tank 
in Washington and former U.S. ambassador 
to Mexico.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

More riverfront property in Janes-

ville’s downtown could be groomed for 

redevelopment after a longtime automo-

tive garage moves to a new shop planned 

for the west side.

Bart Arnold, owner of Bee Line Wheel 

Alignment, said his automotive repair 

business as early as November will va-

cate the shop that’s operated for decades 

at 202. S. Water St. on the Rock River’s 

east shore.

Arnold in February sold the 

8,400-square-foot garage and the 1/3- 

acre lot it sits on. Arnold said Bee Line 

plans to break ground this week on a 

7,600-square-foot shop on a lot at 2317 

W. Court St., and he hopes to move by 

November.

Arnold said he has had limited contact 

with the property’s buyer, a development 

firm whose owners have ties to Janesville 

architectural firm Angus-Young Associ-

ates.

After Bee Line vacates the shop later 

this year, Arnold expects the new owners 

to clear the property for redevelopment.

“They flat-out said that it (the Bee Line 

building) is going to be demolished,” Ar-

nold said.

Rock County Register of Deeds prop-

erty transfer records show Creative Busi-

ness Developers LLC bought the Bee Line 

property in February for $430,000.

Creative Business Developers is a de-

velopment group operated by former An-

gus-Young principal Jeffrey Hazekamp, 

according to city property tax records. 

Creative Business Developers owns a 

1-acre, vacant lot along the riverfront just 

north of the Bee Line property, according 

to city records.

Angus-Young Associates business 

administrator Laura Fox confirmed 

Hazekamp, who she said remains an 

Angus-Young affiliate, and Angus-Young 

President Joseph Stadelman were in-

volved in the Bee Line property purchase 

through a development group they run 

together.

Fox said she could not comment fur-

ther. Stadelman and Hazekamp were 

not immediately available for comment 

Monday afternoon.

City Planning Director Duane Cherek 

said the new owners would demolish the 

Bee Line building, a structure city prop-

erty records indicate was built in about 

1930. Cherek said Bee Line already has 

city approval to build a new shop on a par-

cel Arnold bought on West Court Street 

just east of Daniels Sentry.

Cherek said city planners have not yet 

seen “post-demolition” plans for redevel-

opment of the property on South Water 

Street.

The Bee Line property and the 1-acre 

property just north are among only a few 

swaths on the east riverfront between 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Bee Line Wheel Alignment, pictured at the lower right, plans to move from along Janesville’s downtown riverfront, where the auto garage 
has been for decades, to a new building on West Court Street. The new owners of the Bee Line site plan to demolish the building, officials 
said. City officials say the site could be integral to public-private revitalization through the city’s ARISE riverfront plan.

Riverfront auto garage moving
Rock County Register of Deeds property 

transfer records show Creative Business 

Developers LLC bought the Bee Line  

property in February for $430,000.

State aid might drop in district
Janesville stands to lose 
as much as $2.3 million
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A new twist 
in US-Mexico 

relations

Lopez Obrador

 Æ How Lopez Obrador interacts with 
northern neighbors remains to be seen
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