More testing options

Offense stifled

No charges

CVS Pharmacy in Janesville
now offers COVID-19 testing;
some other providers struggle
to access resources for tests.
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Bauer, homers help
Reds top Brewers 6-1
and move Cincinnati
ahead of Milwaukee in
the race for a playoff
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Louisville police officers
not charged for killing
Breonna Taylor during
a drug raid gone wrong.
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Sheriff promotes electronic monitoring
Knudson puts money
for more bracelets
in budget for 2021
By Jonah Beleckis
jbeleckis@gazettextra.com
JANESVILLE

Rock County sheriff ’s officials say they don’t think public safety was compromised after
they allowed more people to leave
the jail on electronic monitoring
bracelets in the first few months

of the coronavirus pandemic.
And Sheriff Troy Knudson
said Wednesday that he asked
for more funds in the budget next
year to get more bracelets.
Back in March, jail officials
saw the potential danger of
COVID-19 spread through the
work-release program, known as
Huber. Inmates who are on work
release would be coming and
going each day, perhaps bringing the virus into the jail.
The sheriff ’s office decided
to let those who were working
under the Huber program leave

on electronic monitoring.
“I think with this forced experiment, we’re able to
see that we didn’t
have the dire circumstances that
some people may
have predicted by
putting too many
people out on the
bracelet,” KnudKnudson
son said last week
during a Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
meeting with other Rock County
officials.

Between March 17 and June
19, the jail placed 109 inmates
on electronic monitoring. Seventy-one of them—almost twothirds—would not have been eligible under normal criteria.
Of those 71, only 12—or slightly
under 17%—returned to the jail
because of a rules violation or
arrest, according to sheriff’s office
data.
A sheriff ’s office report
included a breakdown of the
reasons each of those 12 people
returned to the jail, and most of
them were for drug or alcohol

Help for families
Boys & Girls Club
steps in after
school closures

JANESVILLE

JANESVILLE

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Trinity Wickersham, a second-grader who normally attends Roosevelt Elementary School,
gets some help with her virtual schoolwork from Boys & Girls Club staff member Mazi Dabson at the club on Wednesday.
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Historical society
suffers pandemic hit;
suspension possible
By Frank Schultz
fschultz@gazettextra.com

By Benjamin Pierce
bpierce@gazettextra.com
The Boys & Girls Club of
Janesville has expanded its
hours and services to students amid the pandemic-related closures of two
city schools.
The club temporarily
closed this spring when the
governor’s safer-at-home
order closed schools across
the state. It reopened this
summer.
Now, with Roosevelt
Elementary School closed,
the club has expanded its
offerings to members who
attend the school.
“We really wanted to try
and support the district’s
efforts that they’re doing
all school day long,” local
club CEO Rebecca Veium
said.
In a normal school year,
the central clubhouse at
200 W. Court St. is available from 3 to 6 p.m. for
after-school activities,
and an additional offsite
program is held at Jackson Elementary School.
Buses typically transport
students to these two sites.
Now, the Boys & Girls
Club is operating out of
the clubhouse from noon
to 6 p.m. for Roosevelt students and has satellite sites
at Jackson and Lincoln

consumption.
Knudson pointed out in an
email Wednesday that, “The vast
majority of those (12) were very
minor violations that did not
impact public safety.”
“Additionally, it is certainly
possible that some of those violations may have occurred anyway
if they would have participated in
the more traditional Huber program,” he said.
One of the offenses, however,
was an incident involving battery,
disorderly conduct and damage

The crown jewel of the
Rock County Historical
Society, a 163-yearold Italianate mansion, will overlook a
rummage sale Saturday in an effort to
keep the lights and
heat on this winter.
The organization, which runs
the Lincoln-Tall- Maahs
man House attraction, is in “precarious”
financial straits and might
face a temporary shutdown, Executive Director
Tim Maahs said.
The money problems
stem from the social limitations of the coronavirus.
Schools canceled their

student tours, which would
have brought in $12,000 to
$15,000.
The society had to cancel fundraisers. Those
events would have brought
in about $200,000,
Maahs said.
That’s a big bite
out of an operating
budget that was
about $600,000
last year. The society has furloughed
its two full-time,
two permanent
part-time and two
seasonal part-time workers. Some are now donating their time, Maahs said.
Most of the 200 volunteers are no longer working,
and that includes research
services, he said.
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My dad is really proud of me because
I get all of my work done every day here.
Morgan Faherty, left,
a Roosevelt Elementary student,
about her time at the Boys & Girls Club
elementary schools.
About 42 elementary
school students and nine
middle school students
currently attend the club,
about half of last year’s
numbers.
Morgan Faherty, a

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Eric R. Anderson
•Kathleen A. Bessel
•Linda J. Ford
•David Scott Kirmsse

•Daryl L. Luchsinger
•Larry Lee Peiffer
•Angelina M. Tadder

second-grader at Roosevelt, took a break from her
math homework Wednesday to tell The Gazette
about school at the Boys &
Girls Club while her usual
school is closed.
Faherty is one of five

Roosevelt students who
has been learning at the
club during the school’s
closure.
“My dad is really proud
of me because I get all of my
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 76 | Low 59
Clouds and
occasional sunshine
More on 7A

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Volunteers set up tents Wednesday on the grounds of the Lincoln-Tallman House for the Rock County Historical Society’s
Autumn Yard Sale, set for 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday.
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