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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Plans to renovate the Wil-

son-King Stone House into a 
commercial kitchen would com-
plement a transformed Rock 
County Historical Society cam-
pus, the executive director said.

If approved by the city coun-
cil, the 177-year-old house would 
undergo interior and exterior 
renovations to become a com-
mercial kitchen, allowing the his-
torical society to host catering for 

Historical society cooks up plan  
to turn 177-year-old home into kitchen

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
If approved by the city council, this 177-year-old stone house would 
undergo interior and exterior renovations to become a commercial 
kitchen, allowing the historical society to host catering for large events 
such as weddings, Tim Maahs, executive director, said.

He was describing 
company effort to start 
new digital currency

By Jim Saksa

CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON

Facebook CEO Mark Zucker-

berg faced a threat to break up 

his company as a congressional 

hearing opened on the social 

media giant’s proposal to estab-

lish a cryptocurrency, Libra.

The cryptocurrency proposal 

drew scrutiny due to Facebook’s 

enormous base of more than 2 

billion monthly users and its 

advertised promise to “trans-

form money.” Facebook’s han-

dling of user data, its role in 

propagating Russian propa-

ganda before the 2016 election, 

antitrust concerns and other 

issues have made the company 

into a popular target of biparti-

san criticism.

House Financial Services 

Chairwoman Maxine Waters, 

D-Calif., opened the hearing 

Wednesday with a list of issues 

with Libra, which would be a 

“stablecoin” backed by a bas-

ket of currencies and overseen 

by a consortium of private cor-

porations and nonprofit organi-

zations; and Calibra, a Facebook 

Unfriendly room greets  
Facebook CEO Zuckerberg 

during congressional hearing
Plan commission 

endorses group’s plan

GOP disrupts 
inquiry interview  
in secure room

By Michael Balsamo  

and Mary Clare Jalonick

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
Republicans briefly 

brought the Democrat-led 
impeachment investigation 
to a halt Wednesday when 
around two dozen GOP 
House members stormed 
into a closed-door deposition 
with a Defense Department 
official. Democrats said the 
move compromised national 
security because some of the 
Republicans brought elec-
tronic devices into a secure 
room.

The protest by Republican 
lawmakers captured national 
attention, drawing the focus 
away from the testimony of 
a top U.S. diplomat who told 
lawmakers just a day earlier 
that he was told President 
Donald Trump was withhold-
ing military aid from Ukraine 
unless the country’s president 
pledged to investigate Dem-
ocrats.

The maneuver delayed a 
deposition with Laura Coo-
per, a senior Defense Depart-
ment official who over-
sees Ukraine policy, until 

Chaos  
at the 

Capitol

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Jurors apparently had sharp 

disagreement as they deliberated 

in the Julian Collazo murder trial 

Wednesday night, and Judge Bar-

bara McCrory sent them home.

Jurors were sent to deliberate 

at 4:37 p.m. McCrory sent them 

home about three hours later.

“My understanding is you’ve 

had it for tonight and that ten-

sions are getting a little bit high,” 

McCrory told them.

The judge said she wanted 

them to sleep on it and come back 

fresh today.

She asked them to be back at 

the Rock County Courthouse by 

10:30 a.m. today.

On Wednesday, Collazo took 

the stand to accuse a former girl-

friend of the killing.

Collazo faces life in prison if 

convicted on a charge of first-de-

gree intentional homicide in the 

death of Christine Scaccia-Lu-

beck of Janesville on Dec. 8, 2017.

Scaccia-Lubeck was found 

stabbed at her Janesville home 

Dec. 9. Prosecutors have said she 

was stabbed 32 or 33 times.

In his testimony, Collazo, 22, 

said he had been having sex reg-

ularly with both Scaccia-Lubeck 

and Nicole Kazar, 25.

Prosecutors described Kazar 

as a drug-addicted, homeless 

prostitute, and Collazo offered a 

similar assessment.

The defense argued that 

Kazar killed Scaccia-Lubeck in a 

fit of jealous rage when Collazo 

brought Kazar to Scaccia-Lu-

beck’s house that Friday night.

Collazo said Kazar needed a 

place to stay, so he persuaded Sca-

ccia-Lubeck to allow her to spend 

the night.

Collazo said he took Scac-

cia-Lubeck’s SUV to pick up Kazar 

at a gas station near Janesville’s 

Five Points intersection, where 

she was dropped off by Damont L. 

Peacock, 37, of Janesville, accord-

ing to testimony by Janesville 

police Detective Thomas Bechen.

Peacock, a Rock County Jail 

inmate, was evasive in answer-

ing questions about his role.

When Kazar arrived at the 

gas station, she asked Collazo 

for money. He gave her $20, and 

she bought crack cocaine from 
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Collazo tells his story

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Left: Assistant District Attorney Scott Dirks, front, sits next to Rock County District Attorney David O’Leary as he listens to Julian Collazo answer one 
of his questions Wednesday at the Rock County Courthouse in Janesville. Right: Defense attorney Jeff Jensen gives his opening statement Wednes-
day in Rock County Court.

Julian Collazo testifies in front of a jury at his trial Wednesday at the Rock 
County Courthouse in Janesville.

Jury deliberations 
begin Wednesday, 

will continue today

Turn to TRIAL on Page 7A
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Turn to CHAOS on Page 6A

MVP showcase
The NBA’s three most 

recent MVP award winners 

will take the floor when 

the Bucks open the  

season tonight against  

the Rockets. Page 1B

Church to celebrate 

175-year anniversary
Housed at several locations 

over the years, Janesville’s 

First Baptist Church was first 

formed in 1844. Page 6A
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