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WEATHER • 7A

TODAY
43°/21°

Cloudy and milder

THURSDAY
21°/4°

Partly sunny  
and much colder

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 2A-3A, 8A

Guns taken in latest break-in
Seven handguns were stolen from Armaged-

don Supplies gun shop after a burglar alarm 

went off Monday, authorities said Tuesday. The 

burglary was the third at the town of Janesville 

shop in less than two years. The first burglary 

came in August 2016; the second was the Joseph 

Jakubowski break-in last April that triggered a 

10-day manhunt.

Former Pick ‘n Save store sold
The former Pick ‘n Save property on Janes-

ville’s south side has sold to a development 

group owned by the Jim Grafft family of Janes-

ville, a commercial property broker announced 

Tuesday.

NATION/WORLD • 6B-7B

Memo to be subject to review
The White House said Tuesday it will con-

duct a legal and national security review before 

President Donald Trump decides whether to re-

lease a classified memo on the Russia investi-

gation that has sparked a political fight pitting 

Republicans against the FBI and the Depart-

ment of Justice.
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DEATH NOTICES • 6A
•Sandra J. “Sandy” Bowen/Janesville
•Ann Faltinson/Delavan Lake
•Nellie “Nell” Gilbank/Clinton
•Glenn W. Krahn/Janesville
•Norman L. Olson/McHenry, Illinois, and Brodhead
•Ronald J. Walter/Edgerton

OBITUARIES • 6A
•Charles Edward Cady/Janesville
•Fredric Lawrence Dickison/Orfordville
•Nellie “Nell” Gilbank/Clinton
•Lillian H. Lanning/Janesville
•Kevin D. Mickelson/Janesville
•Judith Kay Murphy/Delavan
•Robert “Bob” Rekowski/Friendship
•Patsy L. Shipler/Beloit

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra .com

ANESVILLE—Brit-

ten Langfoss had 

just been to a group 

of weddings with her 

friends when they 

wondered how they could do 

something that fun—with the 

dancing and dressing up—

without having to wait for 

someone else to get married.

That “sparked” the idea 

to hold a masquerade ball in 

Janesville last year, Langfoss 

said.

Last year’s event was put 

together quickly, she said, so 

she hopes the event will really 

take off this year.

Downtown Janesville, Inc. 

is putting on this year’s ball 

Saturday, Feb. 17, at The Ven-

ue. Langfoss, who is general 

manager of The Venue, also is 

chairwoman for Downtown 

Janesville’s events committee.

Held in mid-February, 

the soiree offers a slight nod 

toward a nearby holiday.

“It’s actually called the 

Black and Red Masquerade 

Ball, and it has a Valentine’s 

Day theme to it,” Langfoss 

said. “But there’s not going to 

be a lot of hearts everywhere.”

What there will be, hope-

fully, is a large contingent 

of unidentified party-goers 

dressed for the event. Last 

year, there was more mystery 

surrounding what to wear 

than who was there.

“I think it will get a little 

fancier each year, but people 

don’t want to go all out if they 

are going to be the only one,” 

Langfoss said. “That was the 

number one question last 
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Noosh serves up 

Middle Eastern 

flair, flavor
quick kicks

SKATING

Chilly reception

The Janesville Jets hockey 

team will host its final “Skate 

with the Jets” event after its 

game with the Coulee Region Chill 

this Saturday 

night at the 

Janesville 

Ice Arena, 

821 Beloit 

Ave.
The ice 

arena regularly 

hosts public skate events after 

Jets games, but “Skate with the 

Jets” events allow the public to 

interact with their favorite Jets 

players. In addition, the usual $4 

skate rental fee is waived.

The event also coincides with 

Janesville Youth Hockey Night, 

on which JYH players will be 

recognized.

Doors open at 6 p.m. for 

Saturday’s Jets game, and the 

puck drops at 7 p.m. For more 

information, visit JanesvilleJets.

com.

MUSIC

Clean out your pipes

Janesville Choral Union is 

introducing a new opportunity for 

residents interested in singing.

The group is planning a second 

season of rehearsals and a con-

cert titled “American Voices.” This 

will feature shorter musical works 

by American composers using 

words by American poets.

Singers of all abilities are 

welcome. Rehearsals start 

from 7 to 9 p.m. Monday, 

Feb. 5, at Cargill United 

Methodist Church, 2000 

Wesley Ave., Janes-

ville. Registration be-

gins at 6:15 p.m. and 

costs $20 (waived for 

students). A single 

concert will be at 

2 p.m. Saturday, April 

21, at the church.

To register by phone, 

call Steve at 608-741-

5074. For more info, 

visit ChoralUnionJanes-

ville.com.

The MacDowell Music Club 

will host its annual Young Perform-

er’s Concert at 10 a.m. Saturday, 

Feb. 10, at the Woman’s Club, 108 

S. Jackson St., Janesville.

The concert will include a 

variety of instrumental and vocal 

performances by students of Mac-

Dowell Music Club teachers. Fall 

Continuing Education Scholarship 

recipients also will perform.

The public is invited. A recep-

tion will follow.

ART

Donate your artwork

The Beloit Art Center, 520 E. 

Grand Ave., is seeking donations 

of limited edition and original 

artwork plus sculptures and 3D art 

in good condition for its semi-an-

nual art auction fundraiser this 

fall. Those who 

are downsizing, 

redecorating 

their homes 

or offices or 

settling estates 

are encouraged 

to donate.

The group 

also is seeking 

frames to show-

case art work 

by local high 

school students 

in its gallery.

The art center is a 501C-3 

non-profit organization, so all 

donations are tax deductible. 

Proceeds from the sale of donated 

items benefits the center and its 

programs.

For more information, call 

608-313-9083.

Editor’s Note: Kicks presents 20Q, a 

feature that introduces readers to people 

involved in the area’s arts and entertainment 

community. Compiled by kicks Editor Greg 

Little, each piece will include a short bio, 

photo and answers to questions that provide 

insight into not only that person’s artistic in-

terests but also his or her unique personality.

Kendyl Van Kirk

Kendyl Van Kirk knows how to mix it up.

To say the Janesville Parker High School 

junior has an interesting 

background is an under-

statement. Recognizable 

to the theater crowd as an 

actress in productions at 

both Parker and the Rock 

River Rep, Van Kirk also 

boasts a strong reputation 

as a quality cagefighter 

with polished MMA skills.

While she still goes to 

the gym to keep her fight 

game tight, she’s also a member of Seventh 

Heaven (the vocal ensemble at Parker), is a 

PHS varsity cheerleader and keeps her eyes 

peeled for acting oppor-

tunities in local musical 

productions.

When she’s not at 

school or the gym, Van 

Kirk is working at Mocha 

Moment in Janesville or 

hanging with her mother 

and sister, who she calls 

her best friends. After 

school, she plans to at-

tend college and study to 

become a geriatric nurse.

1. You’re into MMA. 

Does “break a 

leg” carry a 

different 

meaning 

with 

you? I do 

always 

laugh to myself when people 

say “break a leg” because I 

was involved in MMA before the-

ater, and saying that to a cage fighter would 

definitely not come across as a term of “good 

luck.”

2. Without thinking about it too much, 

what has been your favorite role to play 

since you got started in theater? Mrs. 

Lovett in “Sweeney Todd” was by far my favor-

ite role because I got to express all different 

kinds of emotion in one character. I was able 

Angela Major/ 

amajor@gazettextra.

com
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Downtown Janesville Inc. gets anonymous 

for second masquerade ball fundraiser
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COMING THURSDAY

Downtown Janesville 
Inc . plans Valentine’s 
masquerade  
fundraiser ./kicks

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Stoughton’s Cassidy Bach reaches for the ball as 
Milton’s Emma Martin tries to protect it during a 
Badger South Conference game Tuesday at Milton 
High School. The Vikings avenged a one-point over-
time loss in December with a 72-37 rout of the Red 
Hawks. Story on Page 1B.

Struggles with Stoughton

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
As Joseph Jakubowski 

was found guilty of burglary 
Tuesday in Rock County 
Court, questions remained 
about what he intended to 
do with 18 firearms he stole 
from a town of Janesville gun 
shop April 4.

Law enforcement at the 
time of the burglary had 
an informant who suggest-
ed Jakubowski might hurt 
people, possibly even attack 
a school. Schools around 
southern Wisconsin locked 
down or closed for a short 
time.

Authorities backed away 
from that idea later, saying 
Jakubowski’s manifesto—
the handwritten document 
he sent to the president—was 
more suggestive of anger and 
possible violence against po-
litical and religious elites. 
Churches and government 
buildings went on alert.

Jakubowski was enraged 
when he heard what he be-
lieved was people calling him 
a terrorist. We know this be-
cause he wrote about it in a 
letter to a judge in November.

But did he really intend 
to commit mass murder or 
any murder? His attorney, 
speaking after a jury hand-
ed down its verdict Tuesday, 
said Jakubowski was not a 
danger then and is not now.

“He thinks the reason he 
got such a bad rap, frankly, 
he thinks it was the media. I 
think it was the Rock County 
sheriff,” Murphy said.

Sheriff Robert Spoden re-
acted to Murphy’s criticism in 
October, saying he and Janes-

ville Police Chief Dave Moore 

were briefed by the FBI each 

day about what they should 

say, and they were trying to 

give people information so 

they could keep themselves 

safe.

Jakubowski thinks the 

media exaggerated state-

ments the sheriff made about 

the potential danger to the 

public at the time Jakubows-

ki was on the run last April, 

Murphy said.

The statements concern 

the notion that Jakubowski 

might shoot up a church or 

school, Murphy said, and 

that idea came from a per-

son who was trying to make 

a deal with law enforcement 

or the district attorney.

“So that statement, once it 

was seized by the media, or 

the sheriff, or both, was the 

basis for this belief that Mr. 

Jakubowski was dangerous.”

Murphy added: “I’m sure 

he’d do it again if he could, 

but he never wanted to hurt 

anybody.”

The prosecutor suggested 

after the trial that those ear-

ly law enforcement concerns 

were unfounded.

Assistant District At-

torney Rich Sullivan said 

Jakubowski was dangerous 

in the sense that he was 

carrying a large number of 

firearms that could do great 

damage if they fell into the 

wrong hands.

“I think that anyone who 

would steal that amount of 

firearms is a danger. I don’t 

believe he ever intended to 

attack churches or schools,” 

Sullivan said. “I believe he 

intended to live free on the 

State jury finds 
Jakubowski  

guilty in burglary

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Joseph Jakubowski, right, sits next to his attorney, Michael Mur-
phy, before his trial Monday in Rock County Court. A state jury 
convicted Jakubowski on Tuesday, a month after he was sen-
tenced to 14 years in federal prison. His sentencing is scheduled 
for Feb. 28.

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

After providing Catholic edu-

cation in Janesville for more than 

150 years, St. Patrick School will 

close its doors at the end of this 

school year.

The decision was announced 

at masses last weekend, but the 

school’s fate had been in question 

for the past several months—and 

for many years before that—as en-

rollment declined.

This year, the school has 11 stu-

dents in grades K-8 and 11 more 

in a 4-year-old kindergarten pro-

gram that is partially funded by 

state and federal money.

Recently, the parish council 

and the parish finance council met 

separately to discuss the school’s 

future, said Brent King, director 

of communications for the Diocese 

of Madison.

“This enrollment, a continued 

Final bell primed to ring at Janesville’s St. Patrick School

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
St. Patrick School will be closing at the end of this school year because of 
a decline in enrollment, officials with the Diocese of Madison said Tuesday.

REACH OUT

Do you have memories or pho-
tos of St. Patrick School you’d like 
to share? Contact Catherine W. Id-
zerda at newsroom@gazettextra.
com or 608-755-8259.

By Julie Pace and Zeke Miller

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Addressing a deeply divided nation, 

President Donald Trump summoned 

the country to a “new American mo-

ment” of unity in his first State of the 

Union, challenging Congress to make 

good on long-standing promises to fix 

a fractured immigration system and 

warning of evil forces seeking to un-

dermine America’s way of life.

Trump’s address Tuesday night 

blended self-congratulation and calls 

for optimism amid a growing economy 

with ominous warnings about deadly 

gangs, the scourge of drugs and violent 

immigrants living in the United States 

illegally. He cast the debate over im-

migration—an issue that has long ani-

mated his most ardent supporters—as 

a battle between heroes and villains, 

leaning heavily on the personal stories 

of White House guests in the crowd. He 

praised a law enforcement agent who 

arrested more than 100 gang members, 

and he recognized the families of two 

alleged gang victims.

He also spoke forebodingly of cata-

strophic dangers from abroad, warn-

ing that North Korea would “very 

soon” threaten the United States with 

nuclear-tipped missiles.

“The United States is a compas-

sionate nation. We are proud that 

we do more than any other country 

to help the needy, the struggling and 

Defense attorney maintains his client  
was not a danger to public after theft

 Æ This academic year will be  
its last as enrollment dwindles
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Tribune News Service
President Donald Trump delivers his first State of the Union address to a joint session 
of Congress on Tuesday at the Capitol in Washington. Vice President Mike Pence, left, 
and House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis., listen from their seats behind Trump.

Prosperity  
and peril

Trump touts economy 
while describing what  

he sees as dangers
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