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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Leonard “Len” Bleser
•Ronald G. “Ron” Hagen
•Theresa “T.C.” Hampton
•Erma C. Plantikow

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 74 | Low 58  

Mostly cloudy
More on 7A

By Patrick Marley

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

Gov. Tony Evers’ adminis-

tration agreed Thursday to pay 

nearly $5 million to three former 

inmates at Wisconsin’s juvenile 

prison complex—bringing the 

state’s total legal bills for prob-

lems there to more than $25 mil-

lion.

The settlements are aimed at 

resolving allegations that guards 

broke a boy’s arm, rammed a girl’s 

head into a wall and punished 

another girl after a suicide 

attempt.

The settlements wrap up some 

of the last of the lawsuits over Lin-

coln Hills School for Boys and 

Copper Lake School for Girls, 

which have been mired in litiga-

tion and investigations for years.

A criminal probe of the facil-

ities ended in April without 

charges after four years. Lincoln 

Hills and Copper Lake are sched-

uled to close in 2021, though Evers 

has said he might need more time 

to transfer the teens held there to 

regional facilities that have yet to 

be built.

The settlements were 

announced just hours before the 

state Assembly passed a bill that 

would delay the closure of Lin-

coln Hills by six months, until 

July 2021.

Under the settlements, the 

state would pay $1.95 million 

to Laera Reed, $1.95 million to 

Paige Ray-Cluney and $875,000 
to Jacob Bailey. Those payments 
total $4.78 million.

John Sandy, an attorney for 
Reed and Ray-Cluney, said in a 
statement that the pair were held 
in isolation for 23 hours a day for 
weeks at a time in urine-stained 
cells.

“They had little to no edu-
cational instruction or human 
interaction,” his statement said. 

State settles with former inmates
Three teens awarded total of $5 million  

over mistreatment at youth prisons

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Mercyhealth is using bill-

boards.

The Salvation Army is 

issuing press releases.

At Rotary Botanical Gar-

dens, volunteer coordina-

tor Laura Peterson is busy 

brainstorming with her col-

leagues inside and outside of 

her business.

All three nonprofits are 

looking for ways to attract 

more volunteers to their 

organizations in a time when 

people are working longer, 

families are busier and jobs 

are more plentiful.

Rotary Botanical Gar-

dens, which was built on 

donations and volunteer 

labor, has seen its volunteer 

pool shrink.

Peterson doesn’t want 

to take anything away from 

longtime volunteers who 

created the garden.

“The people that built this 

garden and volunteered all 

those hours of work are tre-

mendous,” Peterson said.

But Rotary simply needs 

more help.

“The volunteer hours we 

record on an annual basis 

are down,” Peterson said. 

“I think we used to record 

about 17,000 hours. Now 
we’re down to about 13,000.”

The gardens needs peo-
ple to weed, plant, work spe-
cial events, staff educational 
events and perform a variety 
of other tasks.

At the Salvation Army, 
Major Tom McDowell finds 
himself delivering school 
lunches in Beloit. It’s a task 
that’s usually done by volun-
teers, and it takes McDowell 
away from his other duties 
in the office, said Patrice 
Gabower, Salvation Army 
volunteer and event coordi-
nator.

Gabower said her organi-
zation also needs volunteers 
to help with noon meal prep, 
serving and cleanup; picking 

Above: Janesville Police 
Department Sgt. Jennifer 
Wehmas, left, hula hoops 
with Mariah Becker, 7, on 
Thursday during a block 
party organized by the 
department. 
Right: Janesville Police 
Department Sgt. Aaron 
Ellis grills hot dogs and 
brats while visiting with 
Rock County Sheriff Troy 
Knudson, center, at the 
cookout.

Photos by Angela Major 
amajor@gazettextra.com

Officer  
outreach

Got the time?

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Lisa-Marie Bartlett stirs a hotel pan filled with broccoli and cau-
liflower while volunteering to help create the lunchtime meal at 
the Salvation Army in Janesville on Thursday.

VOLUNTEER  

OPPORTUNITIES
Salvation Army: For 

more information about 
volunteering, contact 
Patrice Gabower at 608-
757-8300 or Patrice_
Gabower@usc.salvation 
army.org.

Rotary Botanical Gar-
dens: Contact Laura Peter-
son at 608-314-8415 or 
laura.boettcher@rotary 
gardens.org.

Local nonprofit groups  
struggling with lack of volunteers

Walworth County agency 
monitoring factory smell

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN

The smell coming from lagoons 

at Birds Eye’s town of Darien vegeta-

ble processing plant has prompted 

complaints for years, but it is improv-

ing, a company representative says.

Kip Guyon, senior director of 

operations at Birds Eye, told the 

Walworth County Zoning Agency 

on Thursday that the lagoons’ water 

quality has improved dramatically 

since July 2018, and complaints 

from neighbors have decreased.

Michael Cotter, director of the 

Walworth County Land Use and 

Resource Management Depart-

ment, said one complaint from a 

town resident was recorded in Sep-

tember, October and April, and two 

were recorded in June.

The agency last discussed the 

odor issue in September. Members 

Thursday decided to revisit those 

discussions in June 2020, when 

they have three choices: proceed 

with revoking Birds Eye’s condi-

tional-use permit, end discussions 

entirely or continue monitoring the 

smell.

Much of the conversation has 

centered on aerators in two lagoons 

that contain factory wastewater. 

Birds Eye says lagoon odor dissipating
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Capitol protests
Abortion opponents gathered 

in the Capitol rotunda in  

Madison to urge Gov. Tony 

Evers to sign abortion laws 

passed by Republicans in the 

Legislature. Page 2A

Round of 16 awaits
The US women’s national 

soccer team beat Sweden 

2-0 to finish group play 

without allowing a goal. 

Its next game is Monday 

against Spain. Page 1B

Strike canceled
Source: The military 

prepared a retaliatory 

strike after Iran 

downed a US drone, but 

the plan was abruptly 

canceled. Page 6B
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