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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Dennis D. Anderson
•Marjorie Bley
•Gerald L. “Jerry” Boettcher
•Janet M. Bollerud
•James W. Boyd
•Doretta M. Braun

•Shirley Ann Coggon-Pitt
•Charles A. Costello
•Brian A. DeRemer
•Irene M. Dykeman
•Cole J. Fuller
•Josephine Kevane Traxler

•Betty M. Lohrman
•Charles E. “Charlie” Lund
•Randy Robbins
•Lloyd E. Thorson

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 61 | Low 35  

Partly sunny, 
breezy and cooler

More on 7A

Feeling Cavalier
Virginia downs Texas Tech 

85-77 in OT to win the 2019 

NCAA men’s basketball  

national title. Page 1B

Wileman plan OK’d
Delavan-Darien School Board OKs 

plan to rent space at Wileman 

Elementary to early-childhood 

learning center. Page 3A

‘Unprecedented’
The US has designated 

Iran’s Revolutionary Guard 

Corps a terrorist group. 

Page 6B

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A bicyclist makes his way along the Ice Age Trail in Janesville on Monday as he crosses over the Rock River. Temperatures hovered in the low 70s on Mon-
day, but things could change drastically in the next few days. After hitting the low 60s today, the forecast calls for possible snow and cold Wednesday, 
with temperatures falling into the 40s through the weekend. See Weather, Page 7A.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
“Transformative.”
It’s how multiple downtown 

stakeholders and city of Janes-
ville officials described the pros-
pect of the city paying $7.1 mil-
lion up front to buy, clean and pre-
pare several parcels on the river-
front in downtown Janesville that 
could become home to Black-
hawk Community Credit Union’s 

proposed Reflections Plaza.

The city council in lockstep 

gave city staff its blessing to work 

up a proposal for an incentive 

package that could help Black-

hawk’s plan for a $30 million, 

multi-use office project come to 

pass.

The Reflections Plaza could 

include a new headquarters, 

a GM employee legacy center, 

UW-Whitewater satellite offices 

and retail and restaurant space 

in a facility along South Water 

Street.

Staff could draw up a baseline 

package for the council to take to a 

closed session as early as April 22.

The question would be what 

kind of protections the coun-

cil would ultimately want in an 

upfront cash proposal some coun-

cil members say is uncharted ter-

ritory for the city.

Some council members voiced 

concern whether site contamina-

tion along the riverfront could be 

a hidden tiger.

But none on the council thought 

the risks should dissuade the city 

from drawing up 

an offer.

“I’m not hear-

ing any reason 

not to move for-

ward,” coun-

cil member Tom 

Wolfe said. “I’m 

hearing 23 mil-

lion to 30 million 

reasons to move forward.”

Wolfe was talking about 

estimates from the city that the 

project would be a $30 million 

investment by Blackhawk, and, 

according to preliminary city esti-

mates, could boost the assessed 

value of property that includes 

the former Bee Line Wheel Align-

ment and jail site to about $23 

million.

B lackhawk or ig ina l l y 

intended to buy a chain of sev-

eral privately owned parcels for 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON
The Milton School Board 

on Monday tabled a deci-
sion to hire an owner’s rep-
resentative to oversee ref-
erendum construction so 
board members could have 
a chance to review more 
information.

Mike Huffman of Huff-
man Facility Development 
would have been hired as 
the district’s owner’s repre-
sentative if the 2017 refer-
endum had passed, Super-
intendent Tim Schigur said.

The school board can 
choose to hire Huffman 
under an updated contract, 
open up the position to new 
bids or not hire an owner’s 
representative at all.

Schigur sent board mem-
bers a proposed new con-
tract from Huffman when 
he received it Monday after-
noon. He said the contract 
contained a few changes in 
cost and dates.

Board member Brian 
Kvapil said he did not have 
time to review the contract 
and wanted the opportu-
nity to read it over before 
voting.

Board member Karen 
Hall agreed. The board 
voted unanimously to table 
the hiring decision.

An owner’s represen-
tative is knowledgeable 
in design and construc-
tion and would oversee 
construction on projects 
included in the $59.9 mil-
lion referendum approved 

Area residents take advantage as mercury climbs past 70, but winter threatens to re-emerge

Trump, allies keep up 
campaign to clean house

By Colleen Long and Jill Colvin

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump and 

White House allies pressing for a 
harder line on immigration sped 
up their campaign Monday to 
clean house at the Department of 
Homeland Security with a mission 
far wider than just the departure of 
Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen.

The dismantling of the govern-
ment’s immigration leadership 

is being orchestrated by Trump 
adviser Stephen Miller, the impe-
tus behind some of the administra-
tion’s most controversial policies, 
according to three people familiar 
with the matter. Beyond changing 
names and faces, Trump is consid-
ering separating migrant families 
at the border again, resuming the 
practice that drew so much out-
rage last year, the same people 
said.

The shake-up is a result of 
Trump’s frustration with the 
increasing number of migrants 
at the border and his diminish-
ing options for action. Court chal-
lenges, immigration laws and his 
own advisers have blocked several 

of his proposals as his re-election 
campaign looms. The White House 
has lashed out by demanding new 
leadership, although a new team is 
likely to face the same obstacles.

The head of U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services, L. Fran-
cis Cissna, and Homeland Security 
General Counsel John M. Mitnick 
are expected to be pushed out of 
their positions, the officials said. 
Nielsen submitted her resigna-
tion Sunday after meeting with 
Trump at the White House, and 
three days earlier, the adminis-
tration withdrew the nomination 
of Ron Vitiello to lead Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement. 
Other longtime civil servants in 

agency posts are also on the chop-
ping block, said the officials, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
because they were not authorized 
to speak publicly.

Leading senators from both 
parties were displeased.

“The purge of senior leadership 
at the Department of Homeland 
Security is unprecedented and a 
threat to our national security,” 
declared Democrat Dianne Fein-
stein of California. “President 
Trump is trying to remake DHS 
into his own personal anti-immi-
gration agency.”

Republican Ron Johnson of 

Shake-up at DHS goes beyond Nielsen’s exit

Turn to DHS on Page 7A

City council blesses BCCU effort
Stakeholders, officials call prospect of city funding $7.1 million in incentives ‘transformative’

Wolfe

Turn to COUNCIL on Page 7A

Turn to MILTON on Page 7A
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