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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 10A
•Gloria Ann Bollerud
•David Lee Burrow
•Jackson Calhoon
•Mary E. Clouser
•Brent Matthew Cullen

•Judith A. (Young) 
“Judy” Dominguez
•Howard J. Grefsheim
•Randall I. Krohn
•Robert E. Scott

•Gale W. Simes
•Ralph Harold Uhe
•Frederick Vilona
•Bernard J. “Ben” Willger

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 18 | Low 9  

A little p.m. snow, 
up to 1 inch

More on 11A

Trojans advance
Beloit Turner’s boys  

basketball team beat Big 

Foot 70-55 in a regional 

quarterfinal game and will 

play Edgerton in the next 

round. Page 1B
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF ROCK

Two people died Tuesday morn-

ing when a small plane crashed 

shortly after takeoff from the 

Southern Wisconsin Regional Air-

port in Janesville, Rock County 

authorities said.

The plane, described as exper-

imental, crashed perhaps 30 sec-

onds to a minute after taking off, 

Rock County Sheriff Troy Knud-

son said.

No identities will be released 

until after the county medical 

examiner’s department notifies the 

family or families.

Cmdr. Jude Maurer of the sher-

iff ’s office said at a noon news con-

ference that investigators were 

still working to find out where the 

plane and its occupants were from.

Evidence at the scene indicated 

the plane hit trees on its way down, 

tearing off the wings, Janesville 

Fire Chief Ernie Rhodes said.

Knudson said the plane was 

found upside down in water and 

mud.

The initial alert came from the 

airport tower at about 9:18 a.m., 

and a person living near the crash 

site reported it a couple of minutes 

later, Knudson said.

Two perish in plane crash

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Rock County Sheriff Troy Knudson responds to questions 
about a fatal airplane crash behind a home on West Sunny 
Lane, south of the Southern Wisconsin Regional Airport, on 
Tuesday morning. Two people died in the crash, but author-
ities have not yet identified them.

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Charges against a Janesville man 

accused of domestic violence in a sus-

pected homicide in Wisconsin Dells 

have weighed heavily on the mind of a 

YWCA Rock County official who serves 

families in crisis.

Jessi Luepnitz, program director 

for crisis services, said Tuesday she 

was “horrified” when she heard this 

week that state and local authorities in 

Columbia County had arrested Jeremy 

L. Mondy, 34, on a charge of first-degree 

intentional homicide.

“I can’t even describe the feeling,” 

she said. “It’s very disheartening, over-

whelming and sad—just downright 

sad.”

State Department of Justice offi-

cials in a news release Tuesday con-

firmed Mondy was the man authorities 

arrested at about 11:37 a.m. Sunday in 

connection with a woman’s death at a 

Wisconsin Dells hotel.

Janesville police arrested Mondy on 

domestic violence charges in Janesville 

as recently as two weeks ago.

A criminal complaint charging 

Mondy with strangulation and suffo-

cation, false imprisonment, criminal 

damage to property and disorderly con-

duct accuses him of telling a woman, “I 

can kill you silently,” after grabbing her 

sweatshirt hood. The woman has since 

been reported missing.

He also told the woman—after break-

ing her phone and unplugging her Goo-

gle Home that she wanted to use to call 

police—“I’ll kill you before I go back to 

jail,” according to the complaint about 

Homicide 
dismays 

YWCA  
official

FOR HELP
To get help, contact the YWCA Rock 

County’s hotline 24/7 every day of the 
year at 608-752-2583 or 608-371-9288 
(text line).

Craft crashed  
shortly after takeoff 
Tuesday morning

Voters cast their 
ballots in Wiscon-
sin’s spring pri-
mary election at 
the former Sears 
store at Uptown 
Janesville on Tues-
day. The only race 
on the ballot for 
most Rock County 
voters was the pri-
mary to trim the 
field running for 
state superinten-
dent from seven 
candidates to two. 
Read more on 
Page 2A.

Anthony Wahl 
awahl@gazettextra.com

Voters participate 
in primary election

Organization offers  
resources to victims  
of domestic violence

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

Gov. Tony Evers called on 

the Republican-controlled 

Legislature Tuesday to bol-

ster funding for K-12 and 

higher education and reform 

the state’s criminal justice sys-

tems while delivering a state 

budget with $1 billion in taxes 

increases and liberal policy pri-

orities that GOP leaders prom-

ised to quickly kill.

Evers pitched his $91 bil-

lion two-year state budget to 

the Legislature as a “Badger 

Bounceback” agenda as the 

coronavirus pandemic enters 

its second year.

“I believe we can pass a bud-

get with bipartisan support,” 

Evers said in the recorded 

speech that played as law-

makers watched from the 

Assembly chamber. He urged 

Republicans not to be focused 

on settling scores “no one but 

you is keeping” and instead 

work together.

“I believe we can pass a bud-

get that will make sure our state 

can bounce back and (be) bet-

ter than it was before this pan-

demic hit,” Evers said. “I believe 

we can pass a budget that will 

finally realize the future we’ve 

dreamed. I know the Legisla-

ture and I can get this done.”

But Republican leaders 

were quick to discount the pro-

posal.

“This, to me, looks like it is 

nothing more than a liberal 

Democrat from Madison’s wish 

list,” Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos said.

Rep. Mark Born, co-chair of 

the Legislature’s budget com-

mittee, said he would work to 

“jettison” much of Evers’ pro-

posals, and Rep. Amy Louden-

beck of Clinton dismissed his 

proposal as “political talking 

point garbage.”

Evers wants to increase 

Evers unveils $91 billion budget proposal
GOP lawmakers vow 

to write their own

Turn to CRASH on Page 9A

Turn to HOMICIDE on Page 11A

Turn to BUDGET on Page 11A

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases .......... 19 +9 14,213
Deaths ........0 0 151
 Total Change
Hosp. ..... 11 (Feb. 16) -10 (from Feb. 9)
Tuesday’s positivity rate: 21%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.
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