
By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON
Milton School Board member Brian 

Kvapil has retracted statements he made 
about Jerry Schuetz, 
the district’s director of 
administrative opera-
tions, after receiving a 
cease-and-desist letter 
from Schuetz’s attorney.

In a letter dated 
March 21, Schuetz’s 
Madison-based attor-
ney, Caitlin Madden, 
demanded Kvapil stop 

making false statements about Schuetz 
and issue a retraction of prior defama-
tory comments.
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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Daniel “Dan” Ahler
•Dennis D. Anderson
•Roger W. Bates Sr.
•Marjorie “Margie” Bley
•Jerome “Jerry” Borchardt

•Vickie Lynn Christensen
•Brian A. DeRemer
•Basil J. Dewey
•Irene M. Dykeman
•Thomas J. Flood

•Donald “Donnie” Frank
•Diane Linn Murphy
•Nancy A. Schmieden
•Beverly A. Westwood
•Ricky Whitehead-Anderson

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 41 | Low 35  

Breezy with  
a wintry mix
More on 9A

Woelfle shuts down Vikes
Craig’s senior pitcher struck out 

12 Parker batters in the Cougars’ 

7-0 win at Riverside Park on 

Tuesday. Page 1B

Coming to a yard near you?
The Janesville City 

Council approved 

backyard beekeeping 

during its Monday 

meeting. Page 3A

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON
The Milton School Board might have 

approved a $10,500 payment to Super-

intendent Tim Schigur this week, but it 

also has hired a public accounting firm 

to investigate the school district’s use of 

stipends over time.

After a nearly three-hour closed ses-

sion Monday, the board returned to 

open session and ratified a $10,500 sti-

pend given to Schigur in November 

without the approval of the full board.

The payment was approved by a 4-3 

vote with board members Brian Kvapil, 

Mike Pierce and Karen Hall opposed.

The district’s use of stipends has 

been at the center of an investigation 

into employee compensation that was 

launched in February.

A report written by investigating 

attorney Lori Lubinsky concluded that 

Stipend 
approved; 

audits  
to follow

Kvapil

By Patrick Marley

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

An appeals court Tuesday 

declined to reinstate 15 appoin-

tees of former Gov. Scott Walker, 

handing a victory to Gov. Tony 

Evers amid an escalating fight over 

attempts to limit the powers of the 

Democratic governor.

The unanimous decision came 

just hours after the leader of the 

state Senate said he was holding 

off on confirming Evers’ Cabinet 

because of the dispute over the 

Walker appointees.

“I think some of those Cabinet 

members are going to be in trou-

ble,” Senate Majority Leader Scott 

Fitzgerald of Juneau said of Evers’ 

top advisers.

Republicans said they would 

take the case to the state Supreme 

Court to try to overturn it.

The dispute springs from a 

lame-duck session Republicans 

held in December to confirm 82 

Walker appointees and pass laws 

curbing the powers of Evers and 

Democratic Attorney General Josh 

Kaul before they were sworn in.

Four legal actions have been 

filed over the lame-duck session.

In one case, Dane County Circuit 

Judge Richard Niess last month 

ruled all actions taken during the 

State jobs 
Walker filled 
stay vacant, 
court rules

Kvapil retracts 
statements  

about Schuetz
District official’s attorney 

sent cease-and-desist letter

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville’s crime rate dropped in 2018, 

continuing a long-term trend.

It’s a trend people might not suspect, 

given all the news and social-media chat-

ter about crime.

Police Chief Dave Moore said 
it’s good that people know what’s 
going in their communities, so 
they can keep themselves safe.

But the messages from the 
news and on social media don’t 
often include the fact that crime 
has been declining for years, 
Moore said.

Janesville’s rate of 3,102 crimes 
per 100,000 population in 2018 was the 
second-lowest in the past 20 years.

Moore has often complained about 
the number of police officers in Janes-
ville, which he said is caused by the city’s 

state-funding problems.

Janesville has 105 sworn offi-

cers, but if the city could afford a 

police force equivalent to its peer-

city average, it would have 15 more 

officers, Moore said.

But with crime going down, 

Moore was asked, does the city 

need more cops?

“How much crime do you 

want to tolerate?” Moore responded. 

“How many homicides are you willing 

to accept? How many domestic-violence 

City’s crime rate down

Moore

2018 continues trend 
of declining crime

A day at the park

Above: Diane Olson rides on 
the zip line at Riverside Park 
in Janesville on Tuesday while 
her 4-year-old granddaugh-
ter, Remmie Johnson, and hus-
band, Dennis, watch. Left: Rem-
mie takes a turn on the zip line. 
Tuesday might’ve been the best 
day this week to get out to one 
of Janesville’s parks. Snow turn-
ing to rain is expected today. 
For more on today’s weather 
forecast, see Page 10A.

Photos by Angela Major 
amajor@gazettextra.com

Ruling is latest  
in saga over last year’s  

lame-duck session

RELATED
• Wisconsin out of lawsuit against 

Obamacare: A federal judge helped Gov. Tony 
Evers and Attorney General Josh Kaul fulfill cam-
paign promises and defy a lame-duck provision 
by letting the state leave a lawsuit aimed at 
repealing the health care legislation./2A

Payment to Schigur  
OK’d; accountants hired  
to investigate practice

MILTON SCHOOL DISTRICT
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Turn to CRIME on Page 9A

Turn to VACANT on Page 9A

t Clark Schmaling, left,  
after scoring for Craig
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