
WEATHER • 7A

TODAY
35°/16°

Not as cold; 
a bit of p.m. snow

SUNDAY
17°/-1°

Colder; a little 
morning snow

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A, 6A

Milton man will be new judge
Gov. Scott Walker announced Friday his ap-

pointment of Karl R. Hanson to replace retiring 
Rock County Judge James Daley. Hanson, of 
Milton, is an assistant attorney general for the 
state Department of Justice. He said he will start 
the Rock County job handling criminal cases on 
March 5. Hanson was a municipal judge for the 
towns of Milton, Harmony and Lima, but he said 
Friday he no longer will continue in those roles

STATE • 2A

Judges defend their efforts
Former judges who sat on the Government 

Accountability Board say they were following 
well-established law when they investigated 
Gov. Scott Walker for possible campaign fi-
nance violations. The 11 judges said the state 
Supreme Court adopted a new interpretation of 
campaign finance law when it shut down what 
was known as John Doe II in 2015 and found 
Walker and conservative groups backing him 
had done nothing illegal.

NATION/WORLD • 5B-6B

Inflation fears spook markets
U.S. stocks slumped Friday, and the market 

suffered its worst week in two years, as fears 
of inflation and disappointing quarterly results 
from technology and energy giants spooked 
investors. The Dow Jones industrial average 
dropped by more than 650 points. Each of the 
three major indexes lost about 2 percent of their 
value in Friday’s trading session.
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Sports • 1B

Five straight goals by the 
Janesville Jets lifted the team to 
a 6-2 win over the Kenai River 
Brown Bears in NAHL action

DEATH NOTICES • 6A
•James D. Green/South Beloit, Illinois
•Marian Kjernes/Janesville
•Grace Ardith Wissell/Walworth
•Geraldine C. Ziemianin/Delavan and Chicago

OBITUARIES • 6A
•Bertha “Bert” Borde/Janesville
•John B. Bowen/Edgerton
•Barry A. Struebin/Janesville
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Travel

By Melissa Rayworth

Associated Press

W
hen people ask how my husband 

and I get through months spent on 

different continents, the conversa-

tion always turns to technology.

Just a generation ago, long-distance calls 

were rare and expensive. Today, a video call 

costs nothing, and it takes only seconds 

to connect. We can pop in on each other 

throughout the day, and supplement those 

calls with ongoing messaging conversations 

to share everything from little jokes to big 

feelings at a moment’s notice.

It’s almost as if we’re in the same room 

much of the time.

Only we’re not. And that’s the challenge: 

Digital communication brings us a lot of 

connection, and it’s probably the reason so 

many couples are attempting long-distance 

relationships these days. But the illusion 

of intimacy and physical presence isn’t the 

same as actually being together. A shared 

virtual existence comes with speed bumps 

that couples migh not always see coming.

Challenge: Lack of clues

To communicate well, we need to see 

how others react to what we’re saying, says 

George Loewenstein, a professor of eco-

nomics and psychology at Carnegie Mellon 

University. “This kind of synchronicity of 

communication,” he says, is very important 

and something romantic partners expect.

When communication with your partner 

happens over typed messaging, phone con-

versations and grainy video calls, and that 

vital information is lost, a partner can easily 

seem inattentive or out of sync.

And even on a particularly clear video 

call, which seems to offer us a chance to 

look directly into the room where someone 

Modern technology has changed 

long-distance relationships

Hearts apart

Digital communication brings us a lot of  

connection, and it’s probably the reason  

so many couples are attempting  

long-distance relationships these days.  

But the illusion of intimacy and physical 

presence isn’t the same as actually  

being together. A shared virtual existence 

comes with speed bumps that couples 

might not always see coming.
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By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
Jimmy the Groundhog predicted what we 

all feared Friday morning. The Sun Prairie 
groundhog saw his shadow at sunrise, indi-
cating there will be six more weeks of winter.

In Pennsylvania, the more famous Punx-
sutawney Phil also saw his shadow. By these 
estimates, it looks like we might endure more 
cold weather.

But the tradition of Groundhog Day pos-
es a worthwhile question: Are these under-
ground animals worthy weather prognosti-
cators for Janesville?

The answer depends on how you look at it.
The city of Sun Prairie boasts an 80 per-

cent accuracy on behalf of Jimmy. Actually, 
Jimmy is always correct, according to the city 
of Sun Prairie, but the mayor “misinterprets” 
Jimmy’s prognostication 20 percent of the 
time, according to Sun Prairie.

Sun Prairie doesn’t keep a record of Jim-

my’s previous predictions, so The Gazette 
couldn’t compare past weather data with 
his prognostications.

Instead, we looked at Punxsutawney 
Phil’s predictions since 1948 and compared 
them with The Gazette weather database to 
the find out how accurate the Pennsylvania 
groundhog is for Janesville.

Looking at the numbers: Has the groundhog been right?

Associated Press
Groundhog Club co-handler Al Dereume holds Punx-
sutawney Phil, the weather-prognosticating ground-
hog, during the 132nd celebration of Groundhog Day on 
Gobbler’s Knob in Punxsutawney, Pa. on Friday. Phil’s 
handlers said that the groundhog has forecast six more 
weeks of winter weather. 

WHAT WE CALCULATED

We took the average of the highest and 
lowest temperature for each day between 
Feb. 2 and March 16 since 1948 to calculate 
daily averages. With the daily averages, we 
took the average of each year. Then we took 
the overall average of the temperatures in the 
six weeks after Feb. 2. for the past 70 years.

The results: The average temperature is 
26.9. The average amount of snowfall is 10 
inches.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
The four-story former ware-

house in downtown Janesville 
now known as the Gray Goose 
has landed a new gander from 
up north.

Local broker Commercial 
Property Group announced this 
week that Michigan tech and 
telecommunications company 
CCI Systems plans to locate 
engineering offices in space it 
will lease on the entire third 
floor of the 24,000-square-foot 
brick building on North Acad-
emy Street.

CCI Vice President Rick 
Hurzeler says the company 
plans to open offices in the 
Gray Goose by April, and it 
plans to hire “upwards of 50 
employees” to staff the office.

CCI, which is based in the 
Upper Peninsula community 
of Iron Mountain, Michigan, 
handles engineering, plan-
ning, mapping infrastructure 
and design services for tele-
communications companies 
and large cable operators, Hur-
zeler said.

He said the company chose 
Janesville for its new satellite 
office because of its proximi-
ty to key clients. He said CCI 
also operates offices in Atlanta, 
Denver and Los Angeles.

The Gray Goose, a historic 
former tobacco warehouse, 
was renovated in 2016 under a 
set of state, federal and city tax 
incentives totaling about $2.3 
million. The building also has 
another major tenant, Janes-
ville tech firm Foremost Media.

Renovations to the building 
leveraged the warehouse’s ex-
pansive spaces and high ceil-
ings to create an open-concept 
commercial or office space. 
Hurzeler said CCI chose the 
Gray Goose because of the 
building’s layout.

“I liked the open-concept 
floor space because it allowed 
us to configure designers and 
drafters in a kind of collabora-
tive environment,” he said.

He said crews are now work-
ing on a buildout of the third 
floor, which is part of the lease 
deal between the Gray Goose’s 

Another 
tech firm 
chooses 

Janesville
Michigan company 
with ‘upwards of 50’ 
employees’ to move

By Chris Megerian and Joseph Tanfani

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

In his latest bid to portray the Russia investigation 

as biased against him, President Donald Trump on 

Friday defied the advice of his top law enforcement 

and intelligence officials and declassified a contro-

versial Republican memo that asserts—but does not 

prove—improper government surveillance during 

the 2016 election.

Given the intense partisan furor that preceded its 

release, the no-longer top-secret memo seemed far 

less explosive than Republicans had claimed, and far 

less dangerous to national security than Democrats 

had asserted. It neither demonstrates the investiga-

tion was fueled by partisan politics at the FBI and 

Justice Department nor exposes previously unknown 

intelligence sources and methods.

The findings “raise concerns with the legitimacy 

and legality” of FBI and Justice Department inter-

actions with the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 

Court and represent “a troubling breakdown” of le-

gal processes to protect the American public from 

surveillance abuses by the government, the memo’s 

Republican authors wrote.

Critics, including some leading Republicans, 

fired back that the memo shows no wrongdoing or 

misdeeds, and that it served only to undermine the 

ongoing special counsel investigation into whether 

anyone in Trump’s orbit assisted Russian meddling in 

the 2016 election or sought to obstruct justice later.

At its heart, the four-page memo says that Jus-

tice Department and FBI officials relied on research 

Controversial memo 
alleges 2016 FBI abuses
But declassified document seems neither explosive nor dangerous

By Chad Day

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

After more than a week of partisan bickering and 

social media-fueled buildup, the #releasethememo 

crowd got their wish.

President Donald Trump declassified it. The GOP 

majority of the House intelligence committee re-

leased it. And the public dissection of the four-page, 

GOP-authored document began.

Here are a few key takeaways:

What’s the gist?
The memo makes a series of allegations of miscon-

duct on the part of the FBI and the Justice Department 

in obtaining a warrant under the Foreign Intelligence 

Surveillance Act, or FISA, to monitor former Trump 

campaign foreign policy adviser Carter Page.

Specifically, it takes aim at the FBI’s use of infor-

mation from a former British spy, Christopher Steele, 

who compiled a collection of memos containing sev-

eral allegations of ties between Trump, his associates 

and Russia.

The memo says the FBI and the Justice Depart-

ment didn’t tell the FISA court enough about Steele’s 

role in an opposition research effort. The research 

was funded by Democrat Hillary Clinton through a 

So what does this thing 
say (and not say)?

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Craig fans wait to celebrate on the court after the Cougars’ 80-53 victory against Parker on Friday at Parker High 
School. Story on Page 1B. To see additional photos, go to gazettextra.com/multimedia.

Ready for a celebration
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Associated Press
Milwaukee forward Jabari Parker, in his season 
debut, shoots a layup during the first half of Mil-
waukee’s game against the New York Knicks on 
Friday at the Bradley Center in Milwaukee. Parker 
was returning from a knee injury that kept him out 
of the lineup since February 2017. Parker scored 
12 points in 15 minutes and helped Milwaukee to a 
92-90 win over the Knicks. Story, Page 1B.

Parker returns; Bucks win
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