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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Orval L. Appleman
•Thomas Walter Frazier
•Joseph Lee Goyette
•Edith Coleen Mervin

•Gregory J. Mueller Sr.
•Todd William Rasmussen
•Robert Wagner
•The Rev. William Clifford Zanton

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 45 | Low 27  

Decreasing clouds
More on 7A

Local warming
Study finds the Great Lakes 

region is warming more 

quickly than the rest of the US, 

which researchers say could 

affect weather, water quality 

and agriculture. Page 2A

One and done
Murray State  

dispatches Marquette 

in the first round of the 

NCAA Tournament in a 

dominating 83-64 win. 

Page 1B

By Molly Beck and Patrick Marley

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON
A Dane County judge on Thursday 

blocked a series of laws that limited the 
powers of Democratic Gov. Tony Evers and 
Democratic Attorney General Josh Kaul.

Within hours, Evers and Kaul used the 

decision to try to get Wisconsin out of a 

multistate lawsuit challenging the Afford-

able Care Act that their Republican pre-

decessors joined. Until the judge’s ruling, 

Republican lawmakers were able to pre-

vent them from doing that.

The laws were introduced by GOP law-

makers and signed by Gov. Scott Walker 

after Evers and Kaul won their elections 

but before they took office. The scope of 

the laws and the overnight floor session 

used to pass them drew national attention.

Dane County Circuit Judge Richard 

Niess on Thursday issued a temporary 

injunction to block the lame-duck laws 

after he found the Republican-controlled 

Legislature did not lawfully meet to pass 

them.

Evers called the ruling “a victory” for 

the Wisconsin Constitution and immedi-

ately directed Kaul to withdraw Wisconsin 

from the Affordable Care Act lawsuit. Kaul 

quickly filed a motion to do that.

Withdrawing the state from the lawsuit 

was a centerpiece to the pair’s campaigns, 

but they were blocked from doing so once 

they took office by the laws Republicans 

passed in December.

“The Legislature overplayed its hand by 

using an unlawful process to accumulate 

more power for itself and override the will 

of the people, despite the outcome of last 

November’s election,” Evers said in a state-

ment. “I look forward to putting this disap-

pointing chapter behind us so we can move 

forward together to put the needs of the 

Judge blocks lame-duck laws
GOP legislative leaders  

plan to appeal ruling

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

BELOIT
Police have a suspect and possi-

ble motive in the Feb. 9 shooting of 
a Janesville man in Beloit, accord-
ing to a search warrant affidavit 
filed at the Rock County Court-
house.

The affidavit gives a variety of 
details about what police think 
happened when James M. Tom-

ten, 28, was shot 
and killed, includ-
ing the suggestion 
the shooting might 
have been a drug 
deal gone bad.

The informa-
tion also includes 
suggestions the 
suspect has left the 
area. The Gazette is 

not revealing his identity because 
he has not been arrested or charged.

When asked for comment on 
details of the search warrant, 
Beloit Police Chief David Zibolski 
responded with a written state-
ment saying the search warrant 
should have been sealed and ask-
ing news media not to release infor-
mation from the search warrant.

The Gazette later talked with 
Beloit Police Capt. Tom Stigler 
about what parts of the search war-
rant police believe could endanger 
the safety of individuals involved 
and edited this story accordingly.

As reported earlier, Tomten was 

Details 
emerge  
in Beloit 

killing

Tomten

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A 
woman who touched the lives 
of thousands through her 
work as an English teacher, 
visual artist and historian died 

March 9 of cancer.

Sherry Thurner, 68, was an Elkhorn 

native who spent much of her life teach-

ing in Janesville schools. She retired in 

2006 after teaching English and speech 

at Edison and Franklin middle schools 

and Craig High School.

She became a respected painter and 

then, while researching her family’s 

genealogy, she got interested in history, 

said her husband, Dick Thurner.

Thurner’s interest led to Janesville’s 

Oak Hill Cemetery, where she cataloged 

graves and researched histories of the 

people buried there.

“Once she got involved in something, 

she just put all her time and energy in 

it,” said Dick, who along with Sherry has 

been a Janesvillian since 1975.

“When she was teaching, she was 

totally dedicated to teaching and her stu-

dents,” Dick recalled.

Thurner developed popular walking 

tours of the cemetery.

“She designed it. She wrote it up. She 

would walk it to time it out and make 

sure there weren’t too many hills,” said 

friend Joni Bozart.

She included stories of those bur-

ied on the hill, with Thurner sometimes 

dressing in period costumes.

Drugs might have been 
motive in shooting, 

court affidavit suggests

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Cam’Ron Baumann casts his line out into the Rock River near Monterey Park in Janesville on Thursday. He said it was his first time fishing this 
spring. Four of the next five days are expected to bring sunshine and seasonal temperatures for anyone considering outdoor activities. Fore-
cast details on Page 7A.

Casting at dusk

t Murray State’s Ja Morant

‘It was a joy to hear her speak’

Gazette file photo
Sherry Thurner paints water lilies on a flower pot 
as members of the Janesville Art League paint 
pots at L’Atelier Art Studio for a YWCA Circle of 
Women event in 2006.

Local teacher, artist, historian 
Sherry Thurner died March 9

Turn to LAWS on Page 7A

Turn to KILLING on Page 7A Turn to THURNER on Page 6A
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