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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 7A
•Zachary C. “Zach” Clowes
•George C. Hatzinger Jr.
•Harley Andrew Jung
•Joseph Kompare

•Lisa L. (Graber) Kramar
•Joan E. Norby
•Timothy E. O’Leary
•Michael Swain

•Lois M. Walker
•Thomas Jeffery Webb

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 53 | Low 44  

A little rain; 
breezy, cooler
More on 8A

Water quality
An online presentation 

about the quality of  

drinking water in Rock 

County is scheduled  

this evening. Page 3A

Shooting star
Janesville Craig senior guard Kate Huml 

led the Cougars to a sectional appearance 

and averaged 18.5 points per game to  

garner The Gazette’s All-Area Player of  

the Year Award. Page 1B

COVID-19 worries
Despite low infection rates recently, 

some infectious-disease experts  

in the US are concerned that  

increases seen overseas could soon 

make their way here. Page 5B
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By Tom Miller

Special to The Gazette

Bike and walking trails are great 

for staying in shape and getting 

back to nature.

City planners also see the trails 

as ways to promote residential 

development.

Last week, the city of Janesville 

took steps to gain federal funding 

to expand a west-side bike trail.

The proposed first phase of the 

Fisher Creek Trail would branch off 

bike lanes on North Austin Road 

and Mineral Point Avenue near 

Parker High School and cover two-

thirds of a mile from Dartmouth 

Drive to Austin Road.

David Salmon, a city planner, 

says the long-term plan is to con-

nect County A and County D with 

pedestrian trails in the city and 

town of Janesville.

“We want to have a corridor that 

runs basically from the Robert O. 

Cook Memorial Arboretum all the 

way to Rockport Park,” Salmon 

said.

The city of Janesville will apply 

for a federally funded Wiscon-

sin Department of Transportation 

administrative grant. If approved, 

the grant would cover 80% of the 

proposed project cost. The 20% 

share the city would pay would 

total $215,234.

“The trail would be entirely on 

the green belt, so there would be 

no land acquisition cost,” Salmon 

said. “The ($)215(,000) includes 
the cost of designs and the cost of 

construction and engineering.”

In addition to a new trail, the 

project envisions improving the 

crossings at Mineral Point Avenue 

and Court Street, Salmon said.

“The project will connect the 

surrounding west-side neighbor-

hood to Parker High School and 

is the first segment of a long-term 

vision to develop a north-south 

trail corridor,” Salmon wrote in 

the grant application proposal 

approved by the Janesville City 

Council last week.

Salmon said trail expansion 

would provide other routes to 

Network expansion
Jim Ferolie/jferolie@adamspg.com

The city of Janesville has applied for a grant from the state that would help the city start building a north-south trail network on the west side of the city 
connecting County A and County D. Part of the planned Fisher Creek Trail would run through this green belt in between homes on North Austin Road and 
Willow Springs Court near Parker High School.

David Salmon, a city planner, says the 

long-term plan is to connect County 

A and County D with pedestrian trails  

in the city and town of Janesville.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A Chili’s it is.

The owner of a vacant 

lot at Milton Avenue and 

Humes Road on Janes-

ville’s northeast side told 

The Gazette his family’s 

trust is readying the cor-

ner lot where he razed a 

former Perkins restaurant 

building last August.

Jeff Woodman is a 

Verona resident whose 

family for generations has 

owned the hot corner on 

the city’s busy, northeast 

side retail strip. He said 

casual restaurant chain 

Chili’s is ready to pull the 

trigger on developing a 

5,100-square-foot restau-

rant on the site.

In a phone interview 

Monday, Woodman didn’t 

pinpoint a timeline on 

the project, but he said 

he has been hashing out 

a development deal with 

Chili’s for parts of the last 

two years.

Negotiations and the 

plan itself had gone on 

hold during the worst of 

the COVID-19 pandemic, 

Woodman said.

Woodman said he said 

he’s now “excited” to get 

moving on a new use for 

the vacant lot.

The Perkins had 

remained vacant for more 

than a year after it closed 

in 2019 as part of corpo-

rate downsizing by Per-

kins’ parent company. 

Woodman ultimately razed 

the Perkins last year when 

it became clear develop-

ers and restaurant oper-

ators were interested in 

the property but not the 

existing building.

Woodman last year told 

The Gazette a few other 

chain restaurant compa-

nies eyed the spot, but 

those companies would 

only develop if Woodman 

sold them the parcel.

Woodman said he 

intends to retain ownership 

Chili’s plans site at former Perkins
Landowner gives 

no specific timeline 
for opening

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The three finalists for 

Janesville School District 

superintendent will par-

ticipate in meet-and-greet 

events with Forward Janes-

ville and community lead-

ers next 

week, but 

the events 

wil l  not 

be open to 

the pub-

lic, board 

m e m b e r 

Greg Ard-

rey told The 

Gazette on Monday.

The events will be held 

at the Janesville Country 

Club, 2615 W. Memorial 

Drive, from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

Monday, March 28; 

Wednesday, March 30; and 

Thursday, March 31. Each 

day will dedicated to one 

finalist.

The district announced 

the three finalists Thurs-

day, all of whom are cur-

rent superintendents in 

Wisconsin. The finalists 

are Mark Holzman of the 

Manitowoc Public School 

District, Ryan Krohn of the 

Stone Bank School District 

near Oconomowoc and 

Cassandra Schug of the 

Watertown Unified School 

District.

Ardrey said each will 

JANESVILLE 

SCHOOL DISTRICT

Public 
left out 

of finalist 
meetings

Superintendent 
hopefuls  

to participate  
in private events

Ardrey

Turn to CHILI’S on Page 8A

Turn to TRAIL on Page 8A Turn to MEETINGS on Page 8A

Grant sought to build new trail section on west side
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