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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Debra Lee “Debbie” (Beck) Ball
•Brent Matthew Cullen
•James J. “Jim” Franz
•Makenzi Pauline Harnish
•Anita A. (Weidner) Hergott

•Lillian Marcella Hudson-Monroe
•Deborah Sue Huff
•Judy Mae Mann
•Timothy J. Soellner

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 89 | Low 63  

Partly sunny
More on 7A ©2021 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Janesville Fire Chief Ernie Rhodes 

plans to resign in August as fire protec-
tion agreements between the cities of 

Janesville and Milton remain unresolved.

In a letter of resignation from Rhodes 

to Janesville City Manager Mark Fre-

itag that The Gazette obtained Monday, 

Rhodes told Freitag he plans to resign Aug. 

18—a decision Rhodes said “saddens” him 

after being at the helm of Janesville’s fire 

department for about 2½ years.

Rhodes’ letter doesn’t give any specific 

reasons for his resignation, and it wasn’t 

clear Monday if he has taken a new job 

elsewhere.

“I have been extremely pleased to have 

served with Chief Rhodes,” Janesville City 

Manager Mark Freitag said in a news 

release. “Chief Rhodes was absolutely the 

right person in the right place at the right 

time.”

Rhodes’ became Janesville’s fire chief 

Rhodes plans to resign next month

By Austin Montgomery

Adams Publishing Group

JANESVILLE

The second trial of a man 
charged with brutally stabbing 
a 43-year-old Janesville woman 
to death got underway Mon-

day with the anticipated week-

long trial set to play out in Rock 
County Court after a mistrial 
was declared in 2019.

Julian D. Collazo, 24, is 
charged with first-degree inten-

tional homicide in the stab-

bing death of Christine H. Sca-

ccia-Lubeck, who was found 
dead in her Janesville home 
Dec. 9, 2017.

Rock County District Attor-

ney David O’Leary with Assis-

tant District Attorney Jerry 
Urbik are once again attempting 
to prove Collazo’s guilt and plan 
to call witnesses including Sca-

ccia-Lubeck’s mother and mul-
tiple Janesville Police Depart-

ment officers and detectives.
A key difference to this 

week’s trial compared to the 
previous one is that a woman 
who was convicted in a related 
case, Nicole R. Kazar, 27, will 
testify. Kazar was sentenced 

in May 2019 for her role in 
driving a car that belonged to  
Scaccia-Lubeck as she and 
Collazo tried to flee the area.

O’Leary said he anticipates 
Kazar will testify today.

Collazo and Kazar were 
arrested together in Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri, after the 
homicide. Authorities learned 
shortly after the murder that the 
pair were involved in a roman-

tic relation-
ship and that  
S c a c c i a - L u -
beck was also 
involved with 
Collazo.

Authorities 
have said they 
did not previ-
ously suspect 
Kazar to be 
involved in the 
stabbing, but 
defense attor-
ney Jeffrey Jen-
sen told jurors 
Monday he 
plans to show 
that it was in 
fact Kazar who 

stabbed Scaccia-Lubeck and 
that Collazo took responsibil-
ity to protect his love interest 
at the time.

Monday’s testimony cen-
tered on building a picture of 
the crime scene for the jury 

Collazo’s retrial  
opens Monday
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Defendant Julian D. Collazo, 24, left, is seated with defense attorney 
Jeffrey Jensen on Monday morning in Rock County Court. Collazo is on 
trial a second time for the murder of a 43-year-old Janesville woman 
in December 2017.

Janesville, Milton fire chief ’s announcement comes as officials wrestle with potential organizational changes

Witness not called  
in first trial expected 
to testify in this one

Kazar

Scaccia-Lubeck

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

One of Janesville’s biggest, 

oldest and arguably most his-

toric oak trees is losing limbs, 

and the Rock County Histori-

cal Society is trying to figure out 

why—and how to save the tree.

Officials said that during an 

otherwise windless and quiet 

night Saturday, the giant bur oak 

tree on the northwest side of the 

historical society’s Lincoln-Tall-

man Restorations grounds 

shed an enormous set of limbs. 

They snapped off and fell to the 
ground.

The oak tree, known locally 
as the “Witness Tree,” has stood 
at the Tallman House property 
since at least the 1850s. The tree 
is believed to have been living 
when former President Abra-
ham Lincoln visited the Tallman 
House in October 1859.

The oak, which is nearly 100 
feet tall and has a trunk big 
enough that two men can’t reach 
all the way around its girth, is 
likely the oldest tree on the Tall-
man campus. In its long life, 
the tree has witnessed the com-
ing of Lincoln—but also count-
less weddings, high school por-
trait shoots, ice cream socials 
and, more recently, the annual 
Tallman Arts Festival. All this 
and more have played out in the 
shade beneath the stately tree’s 

massive spread of limbs.

The grounds below the tree 

are now slightly less shady after 

a big branch broke off Saturday.

One local arborist driving past 

the Tallman House on Sunday 

saw that the tree had a huge limb 

down, said Tim Maahs, executive 

director of the Rock County His-

torical Society.

The historical society and 

two private arborists looked at 

the tree Monday and said the 

limb loss is likely due to a com-

mon tree malady called “sudden 

branch drop syndrome”—a dis-

order in which living tree limbs 

suddenly break off and fall from 

otherwise healthy trees. It often 

happens at night and for no clear 

reason.

The disorder is considered 

Loss of limbs prompts worry over oak

Neil Johnson/njohnson@gazettextra.com
Rock County Historical Society officials and local arborists are trying to figure out how a circa-1850s bur oak 
tree that has stood outside the Lincoln-Tallman Restorations in Janesville since Abraham Lincoln visited the site 
in October 1859 is now losing healthy limbs. The nearly 100-foot-tall tree looms over the Stone House, a struc-
ture on the Tallman House grounds that the historical society plans to renovate this fall.

Local legend holds 
that Lincoln had picnic 
under ‘Witness Tree’

Turn to OAK on Page 7A

Turn to RESIGN on Page 7A

Turn to RETRIAL on Page 7A

On the cusp
The Milwaukee Bucks host 

the Phoenix Suns in Game 

6 of the NBA Finals tonight 

with a chance to become 

NBA champions for the first 

time since 1971. Page 1B

Moth worries
The city of Janesville 

is investigating ways 

it could deal with 

invasive moths found 

in Lustig Park on the 

south side. Page 3A
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