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Defense dominates
The UW-Whitewater football team 

pitched a shutout in its WIAC game 

Saturday in Whitewater, defeating 

UW-Oshkosh, 20-0. Page 1B

Bless the beasts
Two Janesville churches 

offered the opportunity 

to have pets receive 

a blessing at a Saturday 

event. Page 2A

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 61 | Low 55  

Mostly cloudy  
with a little rain

More on 11A

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

They hope for a “blue wave” in 

November, but Democrats in deeply 

red Walworth County know they’re 

swimming upstream.

No Democratic candidate for 

president has won in Walworth 

County since at least 1960. It was 

one of three Wisconsin counties 

that swung for Republican presi-

dential candidate Barry Goldwa-

ter in 1964, and President Donald 

Trump swept Hillary Clinton by 20 

percentage points in 2016.

It’s one of the reddest counties 

in Wisconsin, but Walworth County 

Democrats believe local support is 

spreading.

Membership has doubled in the 

last two years, the party says. It re-

cently opened its second office in 

Whitewater, and volunteers are roll-

ing out an aggressive door-knock-

ing campaign they hope will lift 

turnout in a year when Democratic 

enthusiasm is growing nationally.

“We think knocking on doors, 

looking people in the eye as best you 

can, is how we’re going to win this 

election,” Anita Loch said. “You’ve 

got people saying, ‘You know, I’m 

tired of being in the closet. I’m 

putting my sign out this time. I’m 

getting out there to knock on doors 

because it’s that important.’”

Loch is the elections committee 

chairwoman for the Democratic 

Party of Walworth County. She said 

the local party has made thousands 

of phone calls in preparation for No-

vember and spread its ground op-

eration to each municipality in the 

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Bill Chandler, a team leader at the Whitewater office for the Democrats of Walworth County, speaks to residents about 
the November election while canvassing on East Main Street in Whitewater.

Field organizer Brent Efron, left, and Austin Kieler, the campaign manager for 
Democratic congressional candidate Tom Palzewicz, sort literature for can-
vassers at the party’s Whitewater office.
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RED COUNTY

‘BLUE WAVE’

Democrats try to gain a foothold in conservative Walworth County

Turn to WALWORTH on Page 7A

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
Brett Kavanaugh was 

sworn in Saturday night 
as the 114th justice of the 
U.S. Supreme Court, after 
a wrenching debate over 
sexual misconduct and ju-
dicial temperament that 
shattered the Senate, cap-
tivated the nation and ush-
ered in an acrimonious new 
level of polarization—now 
encroaching on the court 
that the 53-year-old judge 
may well swing rightward 
for decades to come.

Even as Kavanaugh took 

his oath of office in a quiet 

private ceremony, not long 

after the narrowest Sen-

ate confirmation in nearly 

a century and a half, pro-

testers chanted outside the 

court building across the 

street from the Capitol.

The climactic 50-48 roll 

call capped a fight that 

seized the national conver-

sation after claims emerged 

that he had sexually as-

saulted women three de-

cades ago—allegations he 

emphatically denied. Those 

accusations transformed 

the clash from a routine 

struggle over judicial ide-

ology into an angry jumble 

of questions about victims’ 

rights, the presumption of 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

At 1 p.m. Friday, zero 

street parking spots were 

available along the first 

block of South Main Street 

in downtown Janesville.

The 51-stall parking lot 

between South Main Street 

and South Parker Drive was 

sewn up, too, except for two 

vacant, two-hour spots.

Along East Milwaukee 

Street between Parker 

Drive and the river, there 

was one open spot.

Meanwhile, west of the 

Rock River, nary an on-

street parking space was 

open along the first two 

blocks of West Milwau-

kee Street just west of the 

now closed and partially 

torn-out Milwaukee Street 

bridge. The same scene 

wrapped around the corner 

onto South Franklin Street, 

where parking was nearly 

full.

That’s a one-day snap-

shot by a Gazette reporter of 
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Parking frustrates 
city’s downtown  
business owners

Projects take a toll 
on available spots

Turn to PARKING on Page 6A

Kavanaugh  
sworn in

Protests continue 
as oath is given

Turn to COURT on Page 5A
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