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Warhawks fall
UW-Whitewater lost 73-71 
Saturday to defending 
NCAA Div. III national 
champion UW-Oshkosh 
as the Titans scored with 
seconds left. Page 1B

Project to update 

police shooting range
Janesville is going to spend 
about $625,000 to improve 
a shooting range used by police 
to improve a number of safety 
concerns. Page 2A

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 34 | Low 24  

Mostly cloudy
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By Eli Stokols, Jennifer Haberkorn and Molly O’Toole

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump’s legal team offered 

just two hours of defense arguments Saturday 
morning in the ongoing impeachment trial, deliv-
ering an emphatic, broad overview of their case 
for acquittal after three days of arguments from 
House Democrats advocating for his removal 
from office.

“You will find that the president did actually 
nothing wrong,” said Pat Cipollone, the White 
House counsel, framing the Democratic case as 
driven by politics. “They’re asking you to remove 
President Trump from the ballot in an election 
that’s occurring in approximately nine months.”

Cipollone also sought to flip the crux of the 
impeachment case—Trump’s attempts to pres-
sure Ukraine to announce investigations that 
would benefit him politically in 2020—back 
against those prosecuting it. Democrats, he 
claimed, by trying to oust the president from 
office, “are here to perpetrate the most massive 
interference in an election in American history.”

Just as the trial got underway, Trump tweeted 
urging people to tune in on television to watch 
as his attorneys began their case.

Democrats, who spent three days offering 
extensive arguments, 
buttressed by video clips 
of sworn testimony and 
PowerPoint slides, Cipol-
lone said, had offered 
“no evidence” to support 
such an action.

“We can talk about 
the process, we will talk 
about the law, but today 
we are going to confront 
them on the merits of their argument, how they 
have the burden of proof and they have not come 
close to meeting it,” said Cipollone, who stated 
explicitly that his team did not intend to utilize 
the full 24 hours allotted, as Democrats had, to 
make its case.

Trump tweeted again when the session had 
wrapped up, stating: “Any fair minded person 
watching the Senate trial today would be able to 
see how unfairly I have been treated.”

Following the two-hour session, in comments 
to reporters, Democrats focused on Cipollone’s 
assertion that the House impeachment manag-
ers had not met their burden of proof as an argu-
ment to allow additional witnesses to be called, 
something the Republican Senate majority has 
thus far resisted.

“They made a really compelling case for 
why the Senate should call witnesses and doc-
uments,” said Sen. Charles E. Schumer, D-N.Y., 
the minority leader.

Last Tuesday as the Senate debated and 
adopted rules for the trial, the GOP majority 
rebuffed a number of efforts by Democrats to 
ensure that witnesses could be called after both 
sides present their arguments. But Democrats, 
eager to hear from White House acting Chief of 
Staff Mick Mulvaney and former national secu-
rity adviser John Bolton, are likely to try again 
next week.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON

David Johnson is a bearer of good news.

He’s a surgery scheduler who coordinates 

organ transplant surgeries at University Hospi-

tal in Madison. 

He’s one of the first people patients talk to 

when they are going to receive an organ.

That news is life-changing for many people, 

Johnson said.

After a year of giving people such positive 

news, Johnson donated a kidney to someone he 

didn’t know through a process called nondirected 

donation.

University Hospital had a record 28 people 

become nondirected donors in 2019, said Leza 

Warnke, transplant coordinator.

Two people have become nondirected donors 

in the first three weeks of 2020, which is a strong 

start to the new year, she said.

Man among record number of people to donate organs to strangers in 2019

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
David Johnson, a transplant surgery scheduler at University Hospital in Madison, donated a kidney in Decem-
ber without having a specified recipient. The hospital had a record number of those kinds of donors in 2019.

BECOMING A LIVING DONOR
To become a living kidney donor, visit the UW 

Health Transplant Program online or call 608-262-
5420.

For additional information on donating, visit 
uwhealth.org/transplant.

BY THE  

NUMBERS
This data 

is provided by 
the Organ Pro-
curement and 
Transplanta-
tion Network:

 � 1,443 
people in Wis-
consin are 
waiting for kid-
neys.

 � 885 of the 
people wait-
ing on kidneys 
are patients at 
University Hos-
pital.

 � In 2019, 
there were 
21,090 organ 
donations 
across the 
state. Of those, 
4,348 were by 
living donors.

 � The num-
ber of living 
female kidney 
donors across 
the state in 
2019 was more 
than dou-
ble the num-
ber of living 
male donors, 
with 107 living 
donors being 
women and 45 
being men.

 � 62 living 
kidney donors 
in 2019 were 35 
to 49 years old, 
39 donors were 
50 to 64 years 
old, 38 donors 
were 18 to 34 
years old, 13 
donors were 65 
or older and no 
donors were 11 
to 17 years old.

BELOIT
Vickie Lynn has made 

a name for herself as a 
brash and boisterous 
stand-up comedian.

But a lot of people 
appreciate her for some-

thing else.
Last 

year, Lynn 
orga-
nized the 
first busi-
ness expo 
for black 
women in 
Beloit.

The 
mod-
est event 
began with 
12 vendors. 

At least 27 will be featured 
this year.

“Right now, there’s a 
waiting list,” Lynn said. 
“I’m trying to make space 
for more. Everyone is 
excited about it.”

Black Women in 

Business and the Beloit 

Historical Society will 

hold the expo Saturday, 

Feb. 8, at the historical 

society.

Lynn called the celebra-

tion a community event.

“We want everyone 

to come out,” Lynn said. 

“Young and old, black 

and white. Just come and 

enjoy the culture and the 

Expo celebrates black women business owners

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Vickie Lynn is the founder of an expo for black business-
women. This year’s expo is scheduled for Feb. 8 at the Beloit 
Historical Society.

IF YOU GO
What: Black Women in 

Business Expo Beloit.
When: 1-5 p.m. Saturday, 

Feb. 8.
Where: Beloit Historical 

Society, 845 Hackett St., Beloit.
Cost: $1 donation, which 

will support the Center of Hope 
after-school program and 
Beloit Domestic Violence Sur-
vivor Center, both in Beloit.

Details: Speakers are Linda 
Fair, black history; Latrachia 
Russey, mental health; Regina 
Hendrix, youth advocate; Pas-
sion Richardson, poet. Host is 
comedian Netra Ms Already. 
Also featured are singer Tonja 
Pinson and the Beloit Nightin-
gales step team.

Entertainment starts at 
3 p.m.

Information: Email Vickie 
Lynn at nonilynnsnaturals@
yahoo.com or call the Beloit 
Historical Society at 608-365-
7835.

Attorneys blast impeachment,  
but their arguments prompt 
renewed calls for witnesses

Trump team 
offers opener 
in its defense

ANNA  
MARIE LUX

BETWEEN  
THE LINES

The ultimate gift

RELATED
• Nation/world: The 

Associated Press has gained 
access to a video of President 
Donald Trump talking about 
recalling former Ukraine 
Ambassador Marie Yovano-
vitch from her position./
Page 9B
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