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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 42 | Low 25  
Some sun, then 
clouds, a flurry

More on 7A

More damage
Storms that killed more 

than 30 in the  

Southeast spread 

across the eastern US 

on Monday. Page 6B
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Virus victims
Walworth County 

reports two more 

COVID-19 deaths after 

first was announced 

Sunday. Page 3A

Up in the air
The novel coronavirus 

is wreaking havoc on 

the Rock River, Home  

Talent baseball  

seasons. Page 1B

Wisconsin Supreme Court

Jill Karofsky ........................... 805,122
Daniel Kelly (I) ....................... 678,894

Vote totals with 96% reporting Monday

County pressed on COVID-19
By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A Janesville Fire Department battalion 

chief who also serves on the Rock County 

Board said the county isn’t doing enough 

to keep emergency responders safe.

Ron Bomkamp said that until first 

responders are dispatched, they have no 

idea the locations of county residents who 

have tested positive for COVID-19.

It is affecting him personally.

“I can’t believe people 

don’t want to protect our 

first responders,” Bom-

kamp said. “I can’t sleep 

at night knowing this is 

going on. We’re not doing 

everything we can to pro-

tect these people, and to 

me that’s just wrong.”

The health depart-

ment provides the Rock County 911 Com-

munications Center with the addresses 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Janesville City Council on Monday 

approved a resolution urging Rock County 

officials to share more information on pos-

itive COVID-19 cases.

The resolution passed 6-1 with Doug 

Marklein casting the sole opposing vote.

Specifically, the resolution asks for 

the county to provide municipality and 

ZIP code information for those who have 

tested positive for the disease and urges 

congressional adjustment of the Health 

Insurance Portability and Accountability 

Act so information can be more readily 

obtained during times of emergency.

The council passed the resolution with 

limited discussion.

Council members Jim Farrell and Rich-

ard Gruber, who requested the resolution, 

said the resolution spoke for itself and 

felt information should be shared with 

munici palities as soon as possible.

Serving the voters while avoiding the virus

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Janesville Clerk-Treasurer Dave Godek, center, gets assistance with processing absentee ballots from Joanne Shields, left, and Jeri Fladmark, 
right, in a conference room Monday at Janesville City Hall. Rock County voters cast a record 29,000-plus votes by absentee ballot in the April 
7 elections, but an unknown number of those ballots were still in question, as they were in other counties. For more, see Page 2A.

Newcomer garners most votes in council race

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A newcomer to politics 

grabbed the most votes in the 
Janesville City 
Council race, 
ousting the cur-
rent council 
president, who 
lost by fewer 
than 50 votes.

Susan John-
son received the 
most votes April 

7 with 7,761, or 25.95%, accord-
ing to results released Monday 
night.

Incumbents Paul Williams 

and Paul Benson retained their 

seats with 6,962 and 6,450 votes, 

respectively.

Council President Richard 

Gruber was the lowest vote-get-

ter, tallying 6,409 votes, 41 

behind Benson.

“I think since I was the top 

vote-getter, it is pretty decisive 

that people in Janesville do 

want change,” Johnson said. “... 

I believe they want more com-

munity engagement. I think 

that is really why I won.”

A fifth candidate, William 

Beil, ended his candidacy 

in February, days after The 

Gazette published a story about 

a 1998 domestic violence con-

viction against him.

Gruber said Monday night it 

was too early to decide whether 

he would ask for a recount, but 

he was leaning toward not 

requesting one. He said he 

believed the voters had spoken.

Janesville saw a historic 

number of people voting absen-

tee, with 12,424 absentee ballots 

issued and 11,412 returned. That 

eclipsed the 2016 presidential 

election, when a record 9,686 

absentee ballots were issued.

Officials statewide encour-

aged voters to vote absentee 

because of the 
COVID-19 pan-
demic. The April 
7 in-person elec-
tion caused con-
troversy across 
the state.

Still, 3,306 
people voted 
in person, City 
Manager Mark 
Freitag said at 
Monday’s city 
council meet-
ing.

Benson was 
appointed to 
the city council 
last year to fill a 
seat left vacant 

by former council member Jens 

Karofsky 
wins state 
Supreme 

Court seat

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON
Dane County Circuit Judge Jill 

Karofsky defeated conservative Jus-
tice Dan Kelly to win a 10-year term 
on the Wisconsin Supreme Court in 
results released Monday from last 
week’s chaotic spring election.

The race was offi-
cially nonpartisan, 
but the high court 
has become heavily 
politicized in recent 
years. Liberal groups 
poured more than 
$2.4 million into 
the race for Karof-
sky, while conserva-

tives spent more than $2.5 million 
for Kelly—who also drew President 
Donald Trump’s endorsement.

Karofsky’s victory narrows the 
court’s conservative majority to 4-3 
and gives liberals a shot at seizing 
control when the next seat comes 
open in 2023.

Karofsky spent most of the cam-
paign on the offensive, accusing Kelly 
repeatedly of being corrupt for con-
sistently siding with conservative 
groups that come before the court. 
Kelly accused Karofsky of slandering 
him, and the court’s other conserva-
tives questioned her ethics.

Wisconsin was the only state with 
an April election that didn’t postpone 

Bomkamp

JFD battalion chief wants 
locations of COVID-19 cases

City council OKs resolution 
asking county to share details

Turn to INFO on Page 7A

Janesville City Council

Susan Johnson ................. 7,761

Paul L. Williams (I) ..........6,962
Paul M. Benson (I) ...........6,450 

Richard Gruber (I) ...........6,409

Dane County Circuit judge 
unseats incumbent Kelly

Current president loses by fewer than 50 votes

Williams

Benson
Johnson

Karofsky
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