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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 85 | Low 70  

Mostly sunny
More on 7A

Dems visit  

Milwaukee
Democratic candidates for 

the party’s 2020 presidential 

nomination participated in 

a town hall event Thursday 

night. Page 2A

Referendum  

resolution tabled
The Rock County Board postponed 

a vote on a proposed resolution 

that would put an advisory  

referendum on Medicaid expansion 

on the spring ballot. Page 3A

Golf lessons
Riverside Golf Course 

in Janesville has 

hosted its Junior Golf 

Academy to introduce 

kids to the game for 

12 years. Page 1B
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Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A partial rainbow is created in the mist from the fountain behind as Matt Hanson kayaks and fishes in the 
waters near Rotary Botanical Gardens in Janesville on Thursday. Water recreation seems like a safe bet 
over the next five days as the forecast includes plenty of warmth and sunshine, with the possible excep-
tion of Saturday. For forecast details, see Page 7A.

Colors of the rainbow

By Noah Bierman and David Lauter

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump 

backed down Thursday from 

his fight to add a question about 

citizenship to the 2020 cen-

sus, denouncing Democrats and 

“extremely unfriendly” courts 

while essentially conceding defeat 

on a priority issue for his adminis-

tration and re-election campaign.

Further efforts to add a citi-

zenship question would delay the 

legally mandated census because 

of the expected court battles, 

Trump said in the White House 

Rose Garden.

Instead, he said, he would issue 

an executive order telling the 

Homeland Security Department, 

the Social Security Administration 

and other federal departments to 

share records with the Census 

Bureau to allow them to develop 

estimates of the total nonciti-

zen population, something those 

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN

Neither positively nor nega-

tively, the Elkhorn Plan Commis-

sion advanced a proposal to bring 

a domestic violence shelter to the 

city’s downtown during a standing-

room-only meeting Thursday.

The plan from New Beginnings 

APFV to turn a former medical 

building at 20 N. Church St. into 

what would become the county’s 

only domestic violence shelter now 

goes to the city council for consid-

eration.

A vote to recommend the project 

favorably if certain conditions were 
met failed after a 3-3 tie. Then 
Mayor Howie Reynolds suggested 
sending the project to the council 
with a neutral recommendation, a 
motion that passed 4-2 after Reyn-
olds switched his vote.

About 17 people spoke during 
the public comment period, with 
slightly more speaking in favor of 
than against the proposal. And some 
opponents emphasized they sup-
port having a shelter somewhere, 
just not at the proposed location.

At various points, Reynolds 
had to enforce certain rules on the 
energized crowd, such as when 
people could ask questions and to 
whom they should be sharing their 

thoughts—to the commission, not 

one another.

Some opponents questioned 

how the shelter fit within city ordi-

nances and zoning. Reynolds and 

Tom Myrin, a council and commis-

sion member, expressed concerns 

with such details, too.

A lawyer with New Beginnings 

said this wasn’t just a legal ques-

tion, but a moral one. Other advo-

cates made similar points.

“It is vital. We need it in Walworth 

County,” New Beginnings Board 

President Janis Scharnott said. “It 

is shameful that we have no place 

for these folks to go.”

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON
Pam Snow worried each storm 

that rolled through Milton would 
be the one to peel off her shingles.

The roof of Snow’s house on 

Basswood Lane had not been 

replaced in 21 years, and she was 

nervous bad weather would leave 

her and her dog Emmylou under 

water.

When Snow read about the 

city’s new residential exterior 

grant program in the Milton Cou-

rier, she knew it would be in her 

best interest to apply, she said.

Milton bringing back grants 
for home improvements

Pam Snow 
used the resi-
dential exterior 
grant program 
from the city 
of Milton to get 
a new roof for 
her home.

Angela Major/
amajor@gazette 
xtra.com

Woman able to replace 
roof with help from city

Turn to GRANTS on Page 7A

Trump concedes 
fight over census
There will be no citizenship question on forms

Turn to CENSUS on Page 7A

Shelter moves to Elkhorn council

Jonah Beleckis/jbeleckis@gazettextra.com
People wait for a meeting of the Elkhorn Plan Commission to start 
Thursday night. The commission advanced a plan to bring a domes-
tic violence shelter to downtown Elkhorn during the meeting.

Meeting on new facility for domestic violence victims draws a crowd

Turn to SHELTER on Page 7A
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