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Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 2A-3A

Woman helps injured owl
Raptor rehabilitator Dianne Moller knows 

how hard it is to give a snowy owl a bath. “A 
rehabber’s job is not as glamorous as many peo-
ple think,” she said, days after cleaning manure 
from the feathers of a young bird. The owl ended 
up in a manure pit at a farm near Janesville, and 
the property owners called Moller for help. She 
is the founder of Hoo’s Woods Raptor Center of 
Milton. Today, Moller is optimistic “Mr. Clean,” 
as she named the owl, will be strong enough 
to make his journey back to the Arctic when 
released.

State passed 135 laws in 2017
Cheese is Wisconsin’s official dairy product, 

but cheese was not the dairy state’s official dairy 
product until Act 8 passed June 1. The act was 
one of 135 pieces of legislation passed in Wis-
consin in 2017, according to the state Legisla-
ture website. Among the 135, acts pertaining to 
hunting, schools and prescription drugs were 
most common.

NATION/WORLD • 8B-9B

Hoax call ends in man’s death
Police in Los Angeles have arrested a man 

they suspect made a hoax emergency call that 
resulted in a SWAT police officer fatally shoot-
ing a man at the door of his own home in Kan-
sas, law enforcement officials said Saturday. 
Wichita Deputy Police Chief Troy Livingston on 
Friday characterized the hoax call as “swatting” 
in which a “prankster” called 911 with a fake 
story about a shooting and kidnapping to draw 
a SWAT team to the victim’s address.

Work & Wheels: Features for your car to make winter driving safer and more comfortable • 1E

WEATHER • 9A

TODAY

11°/-10°
Clouds breaking 

and very cold

MONDAY

5°/-9°
Sunny and 

bitterly cold Sunday, December 31, 2017 • Our 172nd year • $2.50

DEATH NOTICES • 8A
•Helen Elizabeth Boehning/Whitewater and Delavan
•Gael Jaramillo Munoz/Delavan
•Penni L. Selck/ Janesville

OBITUARIES • 8A
•Daniel “Jim” Breitbach/Roscoe, Illinois
•Rita I. Davis/Janesville
•Julie T. Donovan/Janesville
•Clarence P. Hammarlund/Janesville
•James T. Korotko/Janesville

No paper Monday. 
Have a safe  
and happy  
New Year’s Day.

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra .com

WHITEWATER

Dontrey Ewing never thought he would be 

going to college.

No one in his family had 

gone, he said.

But in high school he con-

nected with a program that 

helped him find his way to a 

campus.

Neither of Isabella Ertel’s 

parents went to college, but 

when a counselor brought the 

idea to her attention during 

her junior year in high school, she said she 

saw a path.

Cherri Stafford knew from age 6 she want-

ed to be an 
animal doc-
tor. She said 
w a t c h i n g 
her mom’s 
persistence 
in taking 
care of her 
and her eight 
siblings in 
Whitewater 
helped her become who she is today.

The three are UW-Whitewater first-gener-
ation students, defined by the university as 
students whose parents don’t have four-year 
college or university degrees.

Looking around campus in 2009, they 
would have seen fewer students like them. The 
first-generation student population was only 
14.5 percent of UW-Whitewater undergradu-

ates eight years ago.

In 2017, nearly half—40.1 percent—of under-

graduate students are first generation.

The students said the school has resources 

to help first-generation students acclimate to 

campus, but they see some students not access-

ing the services that would help them.

So they’re stepping in.

Now that they are at UW-W, some first-gen-

eration students have turned back to work with 

others from similar backgrounds.

“If it wasn’t for the program, I probably 

wouldn’t have came to college myself,” Ewing 

said. “It’s a lot of students that I visit who are 

in the same position. And they thank me all 

the time, and they tell me if it wasn’t for me 

coming, they don’t know if they would have 

ever thought about going to college.

First-generation students at UW-Whitewater want to connect others to services

The faces of first gen

Ewing

Stafford Ertel

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

B
ernice Schwab helped get 
bingo started in 1973.

More than four decades 

later, Schwab attended the last 

night of bingo at St. Patrick 

School with her grandchildren.

“Oh, I’ve made so many 

friends here,” Schwab said wist-

fully.

It wasn’t an easy night for 

many people. Most were mourn-

ing the loss of the community 

connections.

Betty Sauerbrei has been com-

ing to bingo for 32 years.

“I don’t know what the heck 

I’m going to do on Saturday 

night,” Sauerbrei said. “I have a 

lot of friends here. I don’t know 

when I’m going to see them.”

While other organizations 

might host bingo games, St. 

Patrick had a particular feel. The 

phrase, “We were like a family” 

came up a lot.

Michelle Denio said it was the 

only place you could come with a 

child. Kids aren’t allowed to play 

bingo until they are 10, but they 

were always welcome.

Denio pointed out the regu-

lars.

“That couple drive from Mon-

roe,” Denio said. “They come even 

if there’s 6 feet of snow on the 

ground.”

Others came from Fort Atkin-

son, Edgerton and from the rural 

towns around Janesville.

Two, sometimes three genera-

tions of families sat together.

Deborah Morrison, who has 

been playing for about 20 years, 

said the food and the hospitality 

were unbeatable.

Morrison and others said they 

also felt the play was fair.

“At some places they’ll divide 

the pot in half if not enough 

people show up,” Morrison said. 

“They never do that here.”

On Saturday, the crowd filled 

the cafeteria, a room adjacent to 

it and the auditorium above the 

cafeteria. When someone in the 

auditorium had a bingo, every-

one would stomp on the floor so 

the caller in the cafeteria would 

know.

Changes in school and church 

policies have meant the the end 

of bingo, said Diann Wurtz, a 

volunteer.

Bingo was started in 1973 as 

a way to keep the school open, 

Schwab said.

The priest at the time sent a 

letter to the parishioners saying 

the school would have to close. 

Without the sisters, it would be 

impossible to pay for teachers, 

staff and all the building expens-

es.

A group of parishioners decid-

ed that bingo would help keep 

the school afloat. Parents were 

By Danica Coto

Associated Press

SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO
The revelation that more 

than 660,000 power custom-
ers across Puerto Rico still 
lack electricity more than three 
months after Hurricane Maria 
has sparked outrage, surprise 
and resignation among some 
islanders who accuse officials 
of mismanaging their response 
to the Category 4 storm.

It’s the first time the gov-
ernment of the U.S. territory 
has provided that statistic, 
which was released as author-
ities warned that a lot of work 
remains and that crews were 
still finding unexpected dam-
age after Maria hit on Sept. 20 
with winds of up to 154 mph, 
knocking power out to the en-
tire island. Officials said 55 per-
cent of Puerto Rico’s nearly 1.5 
million customers have power.

“It’s just extraordinary that 
it is still so far away from being 
100 percent recovered,” said 
Susan Tierney, a senior advis-
er for Denver-based consulting 
company Analysis Group who 
testified before a U.S. Senate 
committee on efforts to restore 
power in Puerto Rico. “I’m not 
aware of any time in recent de-
cades since the U.S. has elec-
trified the entire economy that 
there has been an outage of this 
magnitude.”

One of Puerto Rico’s 78 mu-
nicipalities remains entirely 
without power, and it’s unclear 
when some electricity will be 
restored to the central moun-
tain town of Ciales. Crews this 
week restored power for the 
first time to parts of the south-
east coastal town of Yabucoa, 
which received the first hit 
from Maria.

Among those still in the 
dark is Christian Pagan, 58, 
who lives near the capital of 
San Juan and said it was the 
government’s fault that a large 
number of people still don’t 
have power.

“Everybody saw that the 

Anger,  
dejection 
grows in 

Puerto Rico
660,000 lack power 
101 days after storm 

smashed US territory

Turn to PUERTO RICO on Page 5A

Turn to UW-W on Page 9A

After 44 years, bingo tradition at St. Patrick comes to an end

Smiles & sadness

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Volunteer Mary Richards, right, laughs with LeeAnn Ericksen while she purchases a game card Saturday at St. Patrick 
School in Janesville. Saturday marked the end of the school’s 44-year bingo tradition.

Patrick Weissinger reads out bingo numbers to a room full of players Saturday 
at St. Patrick School in Janesville. His voice is also projected to the room above 
where players stomp on the ground to indicate they have a bingo.

Turn to BINGO on Page 9A

Associated Press
Wisconsin wide receiver Danny Davis III grabs a 
touchdown pass as Miami defensive back Jaquan 
Johnson defends during the second half of Sat-
urday night’s Orange Bowl in Miami Gardens, Fla. 
Davis hauled in three touchdown passes to help 
Wisconsin to a 34-24 victory. The Badgers finished 
the season 13-1, a school record for most wins.  
Story, Page 1B.

Badgers upend Miami 
34-24 in Orange Bowl


