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Teen arrested in 

Madison homicides
The 18-year-old man was 

known to the University of 

Wisconsin physician and her 

husband, police said.  

Page 2A

Neighbors join  

together via music
A group of families  

in Whitewater took part  

in a musical event March 25 

designed to remind them 

they aren’t alone. Page 3A

Jobs report 

offers warning
The March unemployment 

rate rose to 4.4%, but experts 

say the real hit will come  

next month when it could 

reach 15%. Page 5B
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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Rock County officials are 

keeping secret the identity of 

the nursing facility that has a 

resident and a staff member 

who tested positive for COVID-

19 at the request of the facility’s 

medical director, according to a 

county spokeswoman.

The medical director for 

the facility asked the health 

department not to disclose the 

name of the facility “as it would 

cause undue stress to the res-

idents,” Rock County Public 

Health Department public infor-

mation officer Kelsey Cordova 

said in an email to The Gazette.

The county said the resident 

and the employee of the com-

munity-based residential facil-

ity tested positive in a Thursday 

news release.

Cordova did not respond to a 

question from The Gazette about 
whether loved ones of other res-
idents living in the facility have 
been notified.

The health department is in 
the process of alerting people 
who have been in contact with 
the infected individuals, Cor-
dova said.

The resident has been hospi-
talized and the employee is at 
home in isolation, according to 
the Thursday release.

Health department officials 

declined to be more specific about 

what kind of facility the commu-

nity-based residential facility is or 

how many people live there.

The health department also 

will not say which municipal-

ity in Rock County the facility 

is located, per the request of the 

facility’s medical director, Cor-

dova said.

The individuals tested positive 

Saturday and Tuesday. The health 

department was made aware of 

the link to the facility Wednes-

day and shared it with the public 

Thursday, Cordova said.

There are 20 confirmed cases 

of COVID-19 in Rock County. One 

person has died.

People infected in Rock County 

range from 25 to 85 years old. The 

average age of those with con-

firmed cases in the county is 58, 

according to a news release from 

the health department.

Gender identification of peo-

ple infected in Rock County is 

split evenly, according to the 

release.

Officials estimate there are 10 

people infected for every positive 

case in the community.

There are 1,916 confirmed 

cases statewide, and 37 Wiscon-

sinites have died.

County won’t identify facility with COVID-19
Medical director asked county officials 
not to disclose the name of the facility

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON

Wisconsin’s attempt to 

conduct an election in the 

midst of a coronavirus cri-

sis lurched forward Friday, 

with a Democratic gover-

nor pushing for an all-mail 

election to replace in-per-

son voting and Republican 

leaders refusing to budge.

Just three days before 

Tuesday’s spring primary—

which features the Demo-

cratic presidential contest 

plus a high-stakes state 

Supreme Court race—a 

federal judge had extended 

absentee voting through 

April 13 but refused 

requests to postpone the 

election.

With thousands of poll 

workers quitting, Gov. Tony 

Evers for the first time Fri-

day called for an all-mail 

election, ordering a special 

session today and asking 

the Republican-dominated 

Legislature to agree.

“I sit here telling you 

the time is now for lead-

ership and all the people 

that are part of the Sen-

ate and Assembly to step 

to the plate and do what’s 

necessary to ensure we 

have safety in the state and 

we have an election we’ll 

be using mail ballots for,” 

Evers said, expressing con-

fidence that the state would 

“get there” on shifting the 

election.

Republicans swiftly 

made clear their feeling 

that the election should 

continue as planned and 

accused Evers of waffling 
under pressure from lib-
eral groups.

“It’s so disappointing 
that Governor Evers has 
flip-flopped on the very 
question that we have been 
discussing over the last 
month,” Assembly Speaker 
Robin Vos and Senate 
Majority Leader Scott Fitz-
gerald said in a joint state-
ment. “The only bipartisan 
discussion we’ve had was to 
ensure the election would 
continue safely and to max-
imize the opportunity to 
vote absentee.”

Evers wanted the ses-
sion to begin this afternoon 
and for lawmakers to take 
up bills that would allow 
clerks to mail absentee bal-
lots to voters who haven’t 
requested one by May 19 
and give voters until May 
26 to return them.

U.S. District Judge Wil-
liam Conley on Thursday 
ordered absentee voting 
deadlines extended from 
Election Day on Tuesday to 
April 13, in effect extend-
ing the election by six days. 
Republicans appealed, but 
the 7th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals declined late Fri-
day to stay Conley’s order. 
The court didn’t explain its 
decision.

Other states have 
delayed their primaries 
to protect voters and poll 
workers from the virus. 
Alaska, Wyoming, Hawaii 
and Louisiana were set to 
hold elections Saturday, 
but they’ve pushed those 
contests back. Louisiana’s 

Wisconsin limps 
toward Tuesday 

vote despite fears
Evers tries to convene special session, 
but GOP has no interest in the move

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
If you stand perfectly still, 

you might be able to hear it: The 
rhythmic hum and click of sewing 
machines running across yards and 
yards of fabric.

In the face of the new coronavi-
rus, people across the county have 

retooled their sewing machines and 

set aside their quilting and crafts 

to create cloth masks for essential 

workers.

They all say the same thing: “I 

had to do something.”

They include people such as 

Cecelia Conway, who started by 

making masks for employees at 

Mounds Pet Food Warehouse and is 

now making them for others, and 

her friend Linda Nunley, whose 

husband is an essential worker for 

UPS and whose sister is a police 

officer.

They include Jenny Keeney 

Wimmer, a nurse practitioner who 

started making masks and is now 

making scrub caps for other nurses 

she knows.

Local crafters, quilters go to work creating face masks

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Jenny Keeney Wimmer uses a sewing machine to create a scrub cap for nurses Friday at her home.

A pandemic retool

By Jalen Knuteson

Adams Publishing Group

WHITEWATER
Six years ago, Hassimi Traore 

fulfilled a life-long dream by 
purchasing an ambulance and 
sending it home to Burkina Faso 
to be the first ambulance in the 
country’s history.

The motivation came from 
watching his best friend die 
after a car-versus-moped crash 

when he was 12 years old in the 

landlocked West African coun-

try north of Ghana.

Helpless bystanders had no 

way to transport him five hours 

to a hospital.

Traore, a UW-Whitewater 

chemistry professor, donated 

his first ambulance in 2014 and 

a second in 2019 and secured a 

third one in March. Traore said 

UW-Whitewater professor 
donates third ambulance

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Hassimi Traore purchased an ambulance and 
sent it home to Burkina Faso in 2014 to be the first 
ambulance in the country’s history. The UW-White-
water chemistry professor now has secured the 
third ambulance he will send to his home country 
of Burkina Faso.
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