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Virus clusters bring 

finger-pointing
Spikes in coronavirus 

occurrences at meatpacking 

plants across the country bring 

questions over what factors aid 

its rapid spread. Page 2A

Fairground site 

to serve as shelter
A Rock County 4-H 

Fairgrounds building could 

serve as an isolation shelter 

if it is needed, a county 

official says. Page 3A

Injury can’t stop 

Taylor Barfield
The Parker senior underwent 

knee surgery that could have 

curtailed her 2019 season 

but made it back and kept 

her perfect GPA. Page 1B
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By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Mother’s Day is always special for Mer-

cyhealth nurse Kaelyn Duesterbeck, but 

this year it will be filled with a little more 

joy and appreciation than usual.

Duesterbeck, 32, has been fighting 

COVID-19 on the front lines in Mercy-

health’s emergency room and drive-thru 

testing unit. She works 12-hour days.

When she returns to her home in Dela-

van, her five kids—all 5 or younger—usu-

ally are in bed.

Sometimes she goes days without see-

ing them.

“I really miss them,” Duesterbeck said.

“I’m not a stay-at-home mom, 

but it’s not the same as being a Mon-

day-through-Friday, 9-to-5 working 

mom,” she said. “I’ll be home with the 

kids all day, and then they won’t see me 

for three days. Before, it was always a 

guarantee I could go home and snuggle 

with them before bed, and now I won’t 

get to see them sometimes at all for three 

days at a time.”

In the first few weeks of the coronavi-

rus pandemic, nurses were waiting for the 

virus to take hold in Rock County. Dues-

terbeck said she struggled with anxiety 

and insomnia. One weekend, it hit her 

hard.

“There was one weekend where I was 

home with my kids, and I was terrified. 

Janesville nurse thankful for Mother’s Day, 
health amid COVID-19 pandemic

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Kaelyn Duesterbeck, a registered nurse for Mercyhealth, speaks with a person Friday after 
taking a sample at a drive-thru COVID-19 testing station at Mercyhealth North in Janes-
ville. Duesterbeck of Delavan has five kids ages 5 and younger at home, and she is trying 
hard not to spread the virus to her family.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The city of Janesville 

could impose its own saf-

er-at-home restrictions if 

the state Supreme Court 

strikes down the order of 

Gov. Tony Evers’ adminis-

tration.

That’s the word from 

City Manager Mark Fre-

itag, who 

answered 

G a z e t t e 

questions 

about the 

COVID-19 

s i t u a t i o n 

by phone 

Friday.

But the 

city likely would continue 

doing what it’s doing now: 

Using the power of per-

suasion to keep businesses 

safe and encouraging peo-

ple to avoid gatherings, 

wash their hands and wear 

masks in places where they 

can’t maintain physical 

distance, Freitag said.

The state’s highest court 

heard arguments this 

week in a lawsuit seeking 

to remove some safer-at-

home restrictions. It has 

not issued a ruling.

Freitag said the city 

council’s approval March 

31 of his emergency decla-

ration allows him to take 

actions to protect the pub-

lic during the pandemic.

Whether he would 

impose a safer-at-home 

order for the city “remains 

to be seen at this point. We’d 

have to see how things play 

out.”

Janesville has a long 

way to go in learning those 

behavior changes to ham-

per the spread of the dis-

ease, Freitag added, noting 

that many people still do 

not wear masks when they 

enter stores.

“My feelings at this point 

are that we would have to 

focus on those simple com-

munity behavior changes 

and, frankly, a whole lot 

more discussion with com-

munity partners would 

Freitag: 
City can 
impose 
its own 

rules
If high court strikes 

Evers’ orders

Freitag

Nevertheless, 
she persists

By Molly Beck

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

The two-month Wisconsin shutdown could 

be lifted in a matter of weeks. When it is, daily 

life likely won’t look like it did before the world 

stood still.

Servers at restaurants could be wearing 

masks, movie theaters might no longer be full 

and lines at water parks will likely move slower 

to give everyone their own space to splash.

That is according to new guidance released 

Friday by Gov. Tony Evers and the state’s eco-

nomic development agency for businesses to 

resume operations safely once the governor’s 

order to stay home is lifted.

The guidance suggests removing as much 

interaction with customers and workers as 

possible, such as through cashless payments, 

and requiring workers in all industries to wear 

masks if possible.

“As we continue to turn the dial, busi-

nesses need to know how to re-engage safely 

so employees and customers can feel confi-

dent when they return,” Evers told reporters 

Friday. “As much as people believe we’re going 

to return to the good old days—that’s just not 

going to happen.”

Evers issues new guidance for businesses hoping to reopen

Kaelyn Duesterbeck, a registered nurse 
at Mercyhealth, stands for a photo Friday 
inside the drive-thru COVID-19 testing facil-
ity at Mercyhealth North in Janesville. 

By Josh Boak, Alexandra Olson 

and Mae Anderson

AP Business Writers

BALTIMORE
As the coronavirus 

rampaged across the U.S. 
economy, it slashed a cruel 
path of job losses, reduced 
hours and hardships for 
America’s most vulnera-
ble workers.

The 20.5 million jobs 
lost in April fell dispro-
portionately on African 
Americans, Latinos, low-
wage workers and people 
with no college educa-
tion. Friday’s jobs report 
from the government—
the worst on record—
exposed the deep seams 
of inequality within the 
world’s wealthiest nation 
and the threat they pose 
to an eventual economic 
recovery.

The paradox is that if 
the economy is to fully 
bounce back, those same 
workers will need to be 
restored to jobs at restau-
rants, hotels, offices, fac-
tories, warehouses, med-
ical facilities and con-
struction sites. The flow of 
commerce hinges on their 
ability to deliver pack-
ages, cook meals, run clin-
ics, provide public trans-
portation, and clean and 
maintain buildings. And 
their income, though typ-
ically low, supports the 
consumer spending that 
fuels most U.S. economic 
activity.

“This represents a huge 
loss for the productive 
capacity of the economy,” 
said Stephanie Aaronson, 
director of economic stud-
ies at the Brookings Insti-
tution. “The economy is 
smaller and grows much 
less quickly when these 
workers are isolated from 

employment.”

African Americans are 

more likely to die from 

the virus. Latinos and 

non-college graduates 

are heavily concentrated 

in low-wage occupations, 

including jobs that have 

helped keep the nation fed 

and safe during the pan-

demic. Those groups were 

also among the first to lose 

their jobs as the economy 

crashed at a speed unri-

valed in modern Ameri-

can history.

For April, while the 

overall U.S. unemploy-

ment reached 14.7%, the 

rate for African Ameri-

cans was 16.7%. For Lati-

nos, it was an all-time 

high of 18.9%. For work-

ers with only a high school 

diploma, a record 17.3%. 

For immigrants, 16.5%.

By contrast, the unem-

ployment rate for white 

Americans was 14.2%. 

And just 8.4% of college 

graduates—who often 

enjoy the flexibility to 

work from home—were 

unemployed.

Latinos likely suffered 

disproportionately from 

the layoffs because they 

are more likely to work in 

the leisure and hospitality 

sectors—at hotels, restau-

rants and bars—where job 

cuts have been especially 

brutal, noted Gbenga 

Ajilore, an economist at 

the Center for American 

Progress, a liberal think 

tank.

“This shows that when 

the economy recovers, 

we have to be intentional 

about tackling the struc-

tural barriers that limit 

the employment out-

comes of these groups,” 

Ajilore said.

The vast magnitude 

of the layoffs has laid 

bare the inequalities that 

endured long before the 

viral outbreak.

President Donald 

Job meltdown 
hits vulnerable 

workers hardest
The coronavirus 

has slashed a cruel 
path across US
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