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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 36 | Low 28  
1-2” of snow late 

this morning
More on 8A
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JANESVILLE
By Monday afternoon, most of the 

snow that fell Sunday night had melted to 

slush and some unusual fireworks that lit 

up the night sky were gone, too.

Mother Nature capped off an other-

wise nonwhite Christmas weekend with 

about an inch of slushy snow that cov-

ered the grass. But it was the lightning 

and thunder that sparked and roared over 

Janesville between about 10:30 p.m. and 

11:15 p.m. Sunday that was most unusual.

Thundersnow, as meteorologists call it, 

showed itself during the short-lived snow-

fall late Sunday in Janesville.

National Weather Service meteorolo-

gist J.J. Wood said that the unusual phe-

nomenon of thundersnow—lightning and 

thunder that occurs during a winter snow-

fall—was reported Sunday night as a cold-

air winter storm that packed ice, snow 

and rainfall clashed with wet, warmer air 

rising fast across the southern Wisconsin 

and parts of northern Illinois and north-

eastern Iowa.

Those are classic meteorologic condi-

tions that can set the table for a rare, win-

ter showing of thunder and lightning.

“Any real strong systems that have a lot 

of upward motion and lift where it’s pull-

ing warm, moist air into the upper atmo-

sphere, sometimes with those conditions 

there is just a little bit of unstable air, and 

that’s where you can have thunderstorms 

occur along with snow,” Wood said.

What’s more unusual, Wood indicated, 

is that for all the boom and flash, not 

much snow fell here. Janesville recorded 

less than an inch of snow in most places, 

Wood said—far less than the 4 inches 

some residents got north of Madison.

“When you have thundersnow, you’re 

typically going to get intense snowfall 

rates along with it of at least one or two 

inches of snow per hour. In this case, the 

storm moved through Janesville relatively 

quickly, so you didn’t get that heavy snow-

fall along with the thunder,” Wood said.

Wood said that across the U.S., thun-

dersnows happen every year, but they’re 

Thundersnow a prelude to more flakes
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SHARON

A 
specialty grocery store, a cof-
fee bar/wine bar and other new 
attractions are arriving in Sharon 
thanks to business owners Adam 

Turnbull, his father Garry Turnbull and 
Amanda Rose.

The three are using their skills and their 
passion for small-town life and fresh food to 
transform historic buildings and spur new 
offerings in the village.

The trio opened Small Towne Market 
in July at 201 Baldwin St., in what was an 
abandoned laundromat. They have also pur-
chased the former Sharon State Bank build-
ing at 114 Plain St. to fill it with three new 
businesses.

With new residents seeking new food 
and entertainment options and the village 
being a food desert since 2006 when the 
grocery store burned down, the village is 
ripe for new businesses and fresh food.

“We feature locally raised beef and pork 

as well as seasonal vegetables,” Adam Turn-

bull said. “Our shelves are stocked with 

organic, gluten-free, non-GMO, verified and 

independent, small producers. We strive to 

bring back the grocery model from long ago 

when you could get personal service and 

quality and nutritious food.”

The trio teamed up to start remodeling 

some of Sharon’s historic buildings. Many in 

Small town,  Small town,  
big plansbig plans

Above and left: From 
left, Amanda Rose, 
Garry Turnbull and 
Adam Turnbull stand 
outside their Small 
Town Market in Sha-
ron. The three opened 
the market at 201 
Baldwin St., Sharon, 
in July in what was an 
abandoned laundro-
mat.
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As major U.S. airlines 

canceled dozens of flights 

due to staff being sick with 

COVID-19 and more cases of 

the contagious omicron vari-

ant looming, Rock County 

reported a positivity rate of 

14.99% on Monday in line 

with state trends.

Airline staff members 

with COVID-19 have not 

been able to report to work 

during the busy holiday 

travel season. According to 

FlightAware, which tracks 

flight cancellations, airlines 

have canceled roughly 4,000 

flights to, from or inside the 

United States since Friday.

Delta, United, JetBlue 

and American airlines have 

all reported staffing prob-

lems. United said it canceled 

115 flights Monday out of 

more than 4,000 scheduled 

because of crews out with 

the coronavirus, according 

to The Associated Press.

With the omicron vari-

ant in Wisconsin and antic-

ipated to cause a rapid 

increase in disease activ-

ity in the coming weeks, 

health officials continued to 

Airlines  
beset  

by cancel 
culture
Hundreds more 

planes grounded as 
flight crews fall ill

Unusual winter lightning 
strikes across area Sunday

Three entrepreneurs envision something new for Sharon’s historic buildings
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Turn to SHARON on Page 8A

Turn to PANDEMIC on Page 8A

RELATED
• New guidelines: U.S. health 

officials published new guidelines for 
isolation after people test positive for 
COVID-19, bringing the recommended 
length of time to quarantine down to 
five days from 10./5B

Fire follow-up
A person who lived in the 

Fourth Ward dwelling that 

burned Sunday night said 

he reset a circuit breaker 

several times before the 

fire broke out. Page 3A

Change coming
In a year-end interview a month 

after the Waukesha Christmas 

parade tragedy, Gov. Tony Evers 

said he would be open to  

considering changes to state 

law pertaining to bail. Page 2A

Back in the game
After a long rehab process 

for a surgically repaired 

ankle, Milwaukee Bucks 

guard Donte DiVincenzo 

is eager to get back to 

playing. Page 1B
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