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Are we there yet?

Bucks grab road win

After strong results in
Virginia and New Jersey
this year, Republicans are
confident they can win
more governorships next
November. Page 2A

Interstate interchange in
Beloit nears completion,
which will also bring the
yearslong I-90/39 project
in Rock County to a close.
Page 3A

Grayson Allen, left, scored
25 points against Philadelphia
on Tuesday night to help the
Bucks to a 118-109 victory
over the 76ers, who were
without Joel Embiid. Page 1B
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Officials face photo fallout
Pophal, Millard hear
renewed criticism
over maskless meeting
By Sara Myers
smyers@gazettextra.com
JANESVILLE

Submitted photo
U.S. Navy veteran Kari Bell teaches resiliency to sailors
as a therapist aboard the aircraft carrier USS Harry S.
Truman. She lives the life of a sailor as she doles out
wisdom and lends her listening ear.

Janesville School District residents expressed dismay over mask
use and the school board approved
limited health insurance coverage
for substitute teachers at the Janesville School Board meeting Monday
night.

Mask choice
During the public comment

‘Talk Boss’
returns to
Navy roots

portion of the meeting, many residents criticized school board Vice
President Jim Millard and Superintendent Steve Pophal for having
a maskless discussion, caught in a
cellphone photo through a window
at the Educational Services Center,
before the last school board meeting
Oct. 26.
“We have all seen the pictures of
you board members without a mask
on, which is fine, because that is
your choice,” said Colton Measner, a
junior at Craig High School. “But we
want our choice back. In what world
is it OK for people to vote yes on a
mandate but then they don’t follow
it?”
The mask mandate was a topic for
most of the speakers that night. Two
speakers compared mask mandates

to the persecution Jewish people
faced in Nazi Germany during World
War II.
This comparison has been made
in multiple meetings during the past
year.
One speaker Tuesday night said
he felt comfortable leaving the meeting without a mask and took his
mask off at the lectern, garnering
audience applause.

Health coverage for substitutes
Tina Johnson, the district’s director of benefits administration and
wellness, presented to the board a
plan to provide limited health insurance coverage for licensed substitute
teachers.

Turn to BOARD on Page 10A

Dusk falls on an autumn afternoon

Beloit-based psychotherapist Bell
plies her trade on aircraft carrier
By Hillary Gavan
Adams Publishing Group
BELOIT

K

ari Bell’s service to the military has come
full circle. After
serving as a culinary specialist in the U.S. Navy
in the 1990s, she went
on to become a therapist and currently is serving as a resilience counselor aboard the USS
Harry S. Truman. She is

affectionately known by
her charges as the “Talk
Boss.”
“It’s a good opportunity to speak to sailors
going through the same
thing I did at that age. I
wish my 19-year-old self
knew my 46-year-old
self,” Bell said.
Bell has a lot of experience to share aboard the
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier.

Turn to NAVY on Page 10A

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A lone fisherman is silhouetted against the moving water of the Rock River as the sun sets near the Monterey Bridge in
Janesville on Tuesday.

TRIAL OF KYLE RITTENHOUSE: DAY 7

Expert: First man shot at close range Livestreamers’ footage
Forensic pathologist:
Hand might have
been on barrel of gun
By Scott Bauer, Tammy Webber
and Amy Forliti
Associated Press
KENOSHA

The first man killed by Kyle
Rittenhouse on the streets of
Kenosha was shot at a range of
just a few feet and had soot injuries that could indicate he had
his hand over the barrel of Rittenhouse’s rifle, a pathologist
testified Tuesday.

But it was unclear from video
footage whether Joseph Rosenbaum was grabbing for Rittenhouse’s gun or trying to swat
it away, said the witness, Dr.
Doug Kelley, with the Milwaukee County medical examiner’s
office.
Kelley was one of the final witnesses for the state before prosecutors rested their murder case
after 5½ days of testimony that
were aimed at portraying Rittenhouse as the aggressor but often
bolstered the young man’s claim
of self-defense. His lawyers have
suggested the 17-year-old was
afraid his gun would be taken
away and used against him.
The defense then began

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 9A
•Michael Atkinson
•Douglas Robert Brandt
•Richard O. Brewer
•Sandra L. Burrow
•Gaddis Crosby Jr.
•Tonia J. (Dooley) Eppers

•Ollie Harvey
•George Howard Krebs
•Jeffrey Allen Miller
•Lester Paul Oldenburg Sr.
•Hazel Cummings Ristow
•Patricia A. Schliesmann

•William Spencer-Hess
•Harry “Joe” Van Brocklin
•Colette Van de Bogert
•Tamara Wofford

presenting its side, calling as its
first witnesses people who were
on the streets with Rittenhouse
that night.
“He repeats, ‘I just shot someone’ over and over, and I believe
at some point he said he had to
shoot someone,” testified Nicholas Smith, who said he had gone
to the protests that shook Kenosha that night at the request of
the owners of a car dealership to
protect the business.
“My god, my life might be
over,” another witness, JoAnn
Fiedler, quoted Rittenhouse
as saying. She said he didn’t
give any details about what
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 59 | Low 50
Mostly cloudy
More on 10A

takes center stage
Night of killings caught
on several cameras
By Stephen Groves
Associated Press
When Andrew Mercado
found himself in the middle of
a protest after George Floyd’s
death in Minneapolis last year,
he was just figuring out how to
livestream on Facebook. A few
months later, though, thousands watched as he streamed
footage from the Wisconsin

streets where Kyle Rittenhouse
shot three people.
Mercado was just one of a
number of people who caught
snippets of Rittenhouse on that
August 2020 night of turmoil
and unrest in Kenosha when
the 17-year-old from nearby
Antioch, Illinois, shot three
men, killing two of them.
Livestreamers such as Mercado have become ubiquitous at
protests, seeking to provide an
unedited view into movements
that often reflect an angry and
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