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Saturday march  

remembers POW/MIAs
For the first time in 26 years, 

the American Legion  

First District held its annual  

silent march in Orfordville.  

Page 2A

Badgers steamroll 

Wolverines, 35-14
Michigan’s quarterback said 

to expect a statement, but it 

was Wisconsin doing all the 

talking Saturday at Camp 

Randall Stadium. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 72 | Low 51  

A shower and 
thunderstorm around

More on 11A
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JANESVILLE

W
ing Sun Fong clung to life, lashed 
to a piece of wood paneling, a 
scrap of shipwreck adrift in the 
North Atlantic Ocean.

Scores of dead and dying people surrounded 

him, some crying out for help as they froze 

to death or drowned on the rising and falling 

swells of the lethally cold, 28 degree water.

Fong, recorded in ship manifests as Fang 

Lang, was 17 years old, a ship worker in the 

third-class bowels of the Titanic, then a brand-

new luxury ship, when it hit ice and began to 

take on water. Fong at the time was en route 

to a new ship assignment somewhere in the 

Caribbean.
Records indicate Wing Sun—or Fang or 

Lang—probably was the last man rescued, 
pulled from wreckage and saved from the frigid 
Atlantic in the early hours of April 15, 1912, the 
morning the great Titanic sank.

Tom Fong, Wing Sun’s son, is a Janesville res-
ident and the longtime proprietor of the Cozy 
Inn Chinese restaurant in the city’s downtown. 
Fong spent most of his life in the dark about his 
father’s amazing survival story. It’s a story Fong 
said his father never shared with him.

Now, at age 59, Fong has begun to learn 
much about his father’s survival. For Fong him-
self, it’s a story of almost incomprehensibly long 
odds—being the son of a Titanic survivor that 
history forgot.

A Titanic tale
Janesville man, with documentary crew’s assistance,  
confirms his father survived tragic 1912 shipwreck

Above: Janesville resident 
Tom Fong holds a photo of his 
father, Fang Lang, known later 
in life as Wing Sun Fong, who 
was one of six Chinese survi-
vors rescued after the Titanic 
sank in 1912. A forthcoming 
documentary, ‘The Six,’ tells 
the story of Fang Lang and the 
five other Chinese Titanic sur-
vivors. Left: Tom Fong, who 
owns the Cozy Inn Restaurant 
in downtown Janesville, sits 
for a portrait at his home in 
Janesville.

Photos by Anthony Wahl 
awahl@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Dave Sheen wore out his 

father’s World War II field 

jacket during junior high.

But like so many in the 

baby boomer generation, 

Dave seldom heard his father, 

Merle, talk about the war.

He remem-

bers Merle say-

ing that wars 

don’t solve any-

thing. They just 

kill people.

And he 

remembers 

hearing his 

father tell his 

mother that 

he wanted 

to return to 

France, Bel-

gium and the Netherlands 

someday to see the countries 

“when they weren’t all torn 

up.”

Merle never got the chance.

The Janesville insurance 

adjuster died in 1976, before 

Dave ever asked him about his 

wartime experiences.

But Dave was lucky.

His father, who earned the 

Silver and Bronze stars and 

Purple Heart, survived some 

of Europe’s most horrific 

fighting, and the Army kept 

a paper trail of his push into 

Germany with the famed 30th 

By Noam N. Levey

Los Angeles Times

GORINCHEM, NETHERLANDS
In France, a visit to the doc-

tor typically costs the equiva-
lent of $1.12.

A night in a German hospi-
tal costs a patient roughly $11.

And in the Netherlands—
one of the few wealthy nations 
other than the U.S. where 
patients face a deductible—
insurers usually must cover all 
medical care after the first 385 
euros, roughly $431.

Health care in the U.S. has 
long been unique. But few 
things so starkly set the Ameri-
can system apart as how much 
patients pay out of pocket for 
medical care, even if they have 
insurance.

“The U.S. likes to see itself 
on par with other high-in-
come countries,” said Jonathan 
Cylus, a former economist at 
the Department of Health and 
Human Services who now stud-
ies patient costs internationally 
at the World Health Organiza-
tion and European Observatory 
in London. “The truth is, it’s a 
real outlier.”

Nearly all of America’s global 
competitors—whether they 
have government health plans, 
such as Britain and Canada, or 
rely on private insurers, such 
as Germany and the Nether-
lands—strictly limit out-of-
pocket costs.

So while tens of millions of 
insured Americans must bal-
ance medical bills with spend-
ing on food and other basic 
needs, such trade-offs are 
largely unthinkable for patients 
in Western Europe, Japan and 
Australia, a Times examination 
of international health insur-
ance systems shows.

“We only have to worry 
about getting well,” said Pieter 
Piers, a 57-year-old Dutch engi-
neer who was talking with his 
family doctor earlier this year 
about work-related stress in 
Gorinchem, a walled city in the 
table-flat farmland of southern 

His father’s 
footsteps

Submitted photo
Dave Sheen stands next to a 
memorial honoring the U.S. 
Army’s 30th Infantry Division, 
also known as Old Hickory, in the 
Netherlands. Sheen and a friend 
visited Europe this summer to 
retrace Sheen’s father’s foot-
steps during World War II.

 Æ Man returns to WWII 
battlefields in Europe
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Americans’ struggles 
with medical bills  
are not familiar  

in other countries

Turn to TITANIC on Page 11A

A foreign 
concept

Turn to BILLS on Page 6A
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