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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 11A
•Thomas Anderson
•Joan E. Dee
•LaKeta Ann (Terrill) Deporter
•Brenda L. DeVoy
•Jeffrey Everts
•Clifford Friederich

•Janice E. Hellpap
•George P. Kelly
•Gerald William “Jerry” Mills
•Iris H. (Hannawell) Spencer
•Sean G. Stark
•Fred Charles “Freddie” Teubert Jr.

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 61 | Low 37  

Considerable 
cloudiness

More on 12A

Baca pleads not guilty
A former sheriff’s deputy  

facing multiple sexual assault 

charges pleaded not guilty  

Friday after being bound over  

for trial. Page 3A

Hot pursuit
With a much-needed win 

Saturday night, the Janesville 

Jets stayed a point out of 

a North American Hockey 

League playoff spot. Page 1B

Veto spree
Gov. Tony Evers on Friday vetoed more 

than 40 bills that passed the Legislature 

this session but signed one into law that 

would end juvenile detention at Lincoln 

Hills and Copper Lake. Pages 2A, 6A
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JANESVILLE

The city council at its meet-

ing today will consider recom-

mendations on how to distribute  

$2 million worth of federal 

COVID-19 relief funding set aside 

for a city grant program estab-

lished earlier this year.

One of the two largest recom-

mended grant prizes would boost 

a low-income housing project. 

The other would go toward a new 

youth center.

Competition has been heavy 

among 55 local nonprofits that 

pitched the city for a share of 

grant funding provided by a pro-

gram devised to funnel $2 mil-

lion of the city’s American Res-

cue Plan Act funding to local pri-

vate nonprofits seeking aid for 

hard-to-fund projects.

The nonprofits that applied 

for the grant funding pitched a 

total of more than $17 million in 

proposals. Some sought funding 

for new facilities, fixes to exist-

ing buildings, vehicle replace-

ments and support for existing 

programs.

It was a pair of proposals 

from Janesville nonprofits that 

deal with housing instability and 

after-school youth services that 

garnered the top allotment of 

funds from the ad hoc city panel 

that has vetted the nonprofit’s 

grant submissions since early 

this year.

In a city memo, the city’s grant 

panel recommended the council 

approve an award of $851,600 

to Janesville social services non-

profit ECHO to build six units of 

low-income transitional hous-

ing. The panel recommended 

the second-biggest allotment—a 

$750,000 award—go toward a 

new facility for the Boys & Girls 

Club of Janesville.

Those two recommendations 

are far and away the biggest rec-

ommended allotments on a list of 

eight projects or plans the panel 

is asking the council to approve 

today.

Among the eight recommen-

dations, the panel also recom-

mended the city award:

 � The Wesley Avenue Alano 

Club $100,000 for accessibility 

upgrades to its facility. The Alano 

Club provides support groups 

and recovery services for addic-

tion.

 � The Janesville Lions Club 

$59,327 for a fully accessible 

pavilion and walkway at Lions 

Beach.

 � The Red Road House 

$61,587 for upgrades to office 

equipment and transitional 

housing. The Red Road House 

is a halfway house in Janesville’s 

Fourth Ward neighborhood that 

provides transitional housing for 

addiction recovery.

 � The Isaac Strong Foundation 

Council considering grant awards
City program funded 
with $2 million worth 

of COVID-19 relief

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Early-morning light hits the tree-lined waters of the Rock River as a person walks along the Ice Age National Scenic Trail 
across the river from Traxler Park in Janesville on Sunday.

Morning stroll

By Madison Muller

Bloomberg News

The rise of COVID-19 

cases in some regions of 

the U.S., just as testing 

efforts wane, has raised 

the specter that the next 

major wave of the virus 

might be difficult to 

detect. In fact, the coun-

try could be in the midst 

of a surge right now and 

we might not even know 

it.

Testing and viral 

sequencing are critical 

to responding quickly to 

new outbreaks of COVID-

19. And yet, as the coun-

try tries to move on from 

the pandemic, demand 

for lab-based testing 

has declined and federal 

funding priorities have 

shifted. The change has 

forced some testing cen-

ters to shutter while oth-

ers have hiked up prices 

in response to the end of 

government-subsidized 

testing programs. People 

are increasingly relying 

on at-home rapid tests 

if they decide to test at 

all. But those results are 

rarely reported, giving 

public health officials lit-

tle insight into how wide-

spread the virus truly is.

“There’s always more 

spread than we can 

detect,” said Abraar 

Karan, an infectious-dis-

ease physician at Stanford 

University. “That’s true 

even more so now than 

earlier in the pandemic.”

The next wave  
of COVID-19 could 

be tough to see
Far fewer tests 

being conducted, 
reported to CDC

By Pam Beres

Special to Adams Publishing Group

When grief takes hold, 

the road to recovery can be 

long and painful.

No one knows that bet-

ter than Scott and Beth-

any Weberpal of Janesville. 

Each has suffered devas-

tating losses, and through 

their healing, they devel-

oped the idea to create 

Webs of Grief, a 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit organization that 

offers resources to bereaved 

persons.

For Bethany, the journey 

began in March 2016, when 

her husband, Justin, died 

by suicide, leaving Bethany 

widowed with two young 

boys. Afterward, she met 

Scott, and the two formed a 

strong relationship.

Then, in January 2018, 

the unthinkable happened: 

Scott’s son Ethan was killed 

at Marine Corps Base Camp 

Pendleton.

In their recovery, the 

couple, who married in 

December 2018, relied on 

what Scott calls the three 

F’s—faith, family and 

friends. Equally important 

were healing experiences 

like a night out for a special 

concert or dinner. But also 

A web of support: Nonprofit offers services to the bereaved

Photo courtesy Erin Weberpal
Scott and Bethany Weberpal, here with sons Blake, 10, middle left, 
and Bryce, 8, and their infant son Dax, created Webs of Grief to help 
people who have experienced loss, as both of them have.

HOW TO HELP
Webs of Grief is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit orga-

nization supported solely by volunteer efforts 
and donations by individuals and businesses.

An online fundraiser is scheduled for April 
29 and will continue through the weekend. 
The event will consist of a silent auction and 
raffle. Proceeds will help Webs of Grief continue 
its mission of providing grief therapy, healing 
experiences and to expand their services by 
offering support groups, all at no cost to the 
bereaved.

Donations of gift baskets and other items 
are currently being accepted. To donate, 
contact them at websofgrief.org or through the 
Facebook page.

Details for the event and how to participate 
in the auction and raffle will be posted as the 
date approaches.
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