
Gazette
The

WISCONSIN’S BEST NEWSPAPER

Saturday, December 22, 2018 • Our 173rd year • $1.50

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
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Bucks top Celtics
Giannis Antetokounmpo 

led Milwaukee with 30 

points as the visiting 

Bucks defeated Boston 

120-107. Page 1B

UW-W names interim chancellor
Cheryl Green, the vice chancellor 

for student affairs at UW-Oshkosh, 

will take the interim chancellor job 

at UW-Whitewater beginning Jan. 1. 
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By Mary Schenk

The Champaign News-Gazette

URBANA, ILLINOIS

A Janesville truck driver who 

had east central Illinois drivers on 

edge for months this past spring 

as he shot out windows with a 

slingshot for sport is headed to 

prison.

Kevin  Ca-

sey, 53, pleaded 

guilty Friday be-

fore Judge Roger 

Webber to a single 

count of aggra-

vated battery in 

connection with 

a May 2 incident 

in which a 3-year-

old Monticello boy was cut by fly-

ing glass when the window of the 

van his mother was driving was 

shot out.

State’s Attorney Julia Rietz 

and assistant public defender 

Tony Allegretti worked out a plea 

agreement that calls for Casey to 

serve 2½ years in prison and 

make restitution of $6,222 to 16 

victims in seven Illinois cities.

Casey had also been formally 

charged with aggravated battery 

for a May 11 incident and crimi-

nal damage to property for May 18 

and June 1 incidents. In all those 

counts, he was accused of using 

a slingshot and ball bearings to 

shatter the windows of motorists 

passing the opposite direction on 

Interstate 74. Those counts were 

dismissed in return for his guilty 

plea.

Although charged in connec-

tion with three incidents, Illinois 

State Police had reports of as 

many as 45 vandalisms between 

late March and June 1 when Casey 

was arrested.

According to facts Rietz laid 

out for Webber, state police in-

vestigators caught Casey in the 

act of using a slingshot to shatter 

a window of an eastbound van on 

Interstate 74 as he headed west.

In his truck, police found a 

slingshot, metal ball bearings of 

various sizes and materials used 

to make slingshots.

Police had analyzed the reports 

to find a pattern that showed the 

majority of the vandalisms were 

happening to minivan drivers in 

the Champaign area on Wednes-

days and Fridays on I-74. The vic-

tims of the Wednesday incidents 

were headed west; the victims 

of the Friday attacks were going 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

They easiest way to teach sev-

enth-grade science is to lecture 

while students take notes.

The eight systems of the body 

are …

The six steps of the scientific 

method include …

The most difficult way to 

teach seventh-grade science—or 

any other subject—is to make the 

kids do it themselves.

For more than a year, the 

Janesville School District has 

been working with Discovery 

Education and Ignite My Future 

to change the way teachers teach 

and challenge students to think 

in complicated ways.

It’s a skill they’ll need. In a 

world where information is at 

everyone’s fingertips, students 

will need to do more than regur-

gitate facts.

Educators refer to it as “com-

putational thinking” or “higher- 

order thinking.”
“Lower-order thinking is 

knowledge, understanding, com-
prehension,” explained Franklin 
Middle School Principal Charles 
Urness. “Higher-order thinking 
is evaluating, analyzing and cre-
ating.”

Think of it this way: 

Lower-order thinking is mem-

orizing the eight systems of the 

body. Higher-order thinking is 

designing an athletic shoe for 

people with a bad back or flat 

feet—or a wonky hip, bunions, the 

early stages of Parkinson’s or any 

Classes have middle school students applying lessons to real world

Trucker sentenced in Interstate slingshot shootings
Janesville man gets 

2½-year prison term

Casey

Hip for the holidays

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: Rowan Shelton motions to the movements of a song Friday 
during a holiday singing event to end the school day at Kennedy Ele-
mentary School in Janesville.
Below: Lydia Hall, Brynley Utzig and Ella Oswald all sing in the front row 
during the holiday program at Kennedy Elementary School.

By Lisa Mascaro, Matthew Daly and Zeke Miller

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
A partial federal shutdown took hold early Sat-

urday after Democrats refused to meet President 
Donald Trump’s demands for $5 billion to start 
erecting his cherished Mexican border wall, a cha-
otic postscript for Republicans in the waning days 
of their two-year reign controlling government.

Vice President Mike Pence, Trump son-in-law 
and senior adviser Jared Kushner, and White 
House budget chief Mick Mulvaney left the Capitol 
late Friday after hours of bargaining with congres-
sional leaders produced no apparent compromise. 

“We don’t have a deal. We’re still talking,” Senate 

Appropriations Committee Chairman Richard 

Shelby, R-Ala., told reporters.

Late Friday, Mulvaney sent agency heads a 

memorandum telling them to “execute plans for an 

orderly shutdown.” He wrote that administration 

officials were “hopeful that this lapse in appropri-

ations will be of short duration”—an expectation 

that was widely shared.

With negotiations expected to continue, the 

House and Senate both scheduled rare Saturday 

sessions. House members were told they would get 

24 hours’ notice before a vote.

‘Higher order thinking’

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Sixth-grade student Azul Ramirez plays with the controls of a small drone 
during an outdoor lesson with teacher Marshall Reese at Franklin Middle 
School on Thursday. The students were working on an Ignite My Future 
project, requiring students to problem solve and use creative thinking.
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Green

Shutdown begins  
after talks fail

Dems won’t meet Trump demand for $5 billion for border wall
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