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Gazette staff

JANESVILLE

A segment of Milton Avenue will be 

shut down tonight as the state Depart-

ment of Transportation prepares to open 

the new diverging diamond interchange 

that will carry Milton Avenue under 

Interstate 90/39.

Milton Avenue/Highway 26 will be 

closed  from 7 p.m. today to 7 a.m. Tues-

day, the state Department of Transporta-

tion announced.

Then starting Tuesday, the I-90/39 and 

Highway 26/Milton Avenue interchange 

(exit 171A) will open as a diverging dia-

mond interchange.

During the closure tonight and early 

Tuesday, drivers must use alternate routes, 

such as Deerfield Drive.

The ramps from the Interstate to High-

way 26 will be closed during these times, 

as well. Interstate motorists must use 

the Highway 14 exit (171B) to access Mil-

ton Avenue/Highway 26. Access will be 

Diverging diamond  
interchange set to open

JANESVILLE

Diverging diamond interchange at Milton 
Avenue (Highway 26) & Interstate 90/39

SOURCE: Wisconsin Department of Transportation
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Milton Avenue, ramps  
from I-90/39 to close tonight 

before reopening Tuesday

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Renae Bliss hopes an autism awareness 

outreach she organized Saturday in Janes-

ville evolves into more than a one-off effort.

Bliss’ 5-year-old son Elijah has autism. 

Bliss herself has autism. Life has taught her 

that it often can be hard for people—includ-

ing those who are autistic—to understand 

the wide range of social challenges that are 

part of living with autism.

For Bliss, people might pick up on her 

sometimes bluntly spoken nature. In Eli-

jah, they might notice the downcast glances 

and difficulty communicating he sometimes 

shows, and they might not realize why.

After Bliss learned not one but two of 

her sons have autism 

spectrum disorder, 

she began working 

alongside Janesville 

police on a program 

that trains officers on 

autism and includes 

an autism registry 

that can let police 

know during traffic 

stops or other calls 

for service if a per-

son they are about to 

encounter has autism.

The registry, which 

is voluntary, includes 

notes that officers can 

access that alert them 

of specific communi-

cation challenges a person in the autism reg-

istry has that police might otherwise misin-

terpret as suspicious or oppositional behav-

ior.

Aside from the police registry and train-

ings, Bliss said she has discovered multi-

ple local services and nonprofit groups that 

focus on helping those with autism better 

understand themselves, be better under-

stood by others.

Bliss operates her own startup autism 

Parent spearheads 
autism outreach  

event in Janesville
 Æ Woman wanted to highlight resources 
available in southcentral Wisconsin

By Chris Hubbuch

Wisconsin State Journal

CAMBRIDGE
When Carissa and Nathan Lyle were expecting 

their first child in 2017, they bought an old farm-

house on about 3 acres just west of Rockdale in 

the southeastern corner of Dane County.

Nathan, a builder, gutted and remodeled the 

house and added a garage and pole shed. Sur-

rounded by farm fields, but still close to Madi-

son and Janesville, Carissa said it was an ideal 

spot—within their budget—to raise a family.

“We just wanted to be in the country, to have 

that environment for our kids to grow up in,” 

Carissa said.

She was stunned last winter when she saw 

engineering plans for a proposed 2,400-acre 

solar farm that wrapped around three sides of 

their home.

“It’s kind of a punch in the gut,” she said. 

“It might not look the same way we thought it 

would.”

For Dennis Lund, a fourth-generation farmer 

who lives about 3 miles from the Lyles, the proj-

ect is a lifeline.

Lund, who grew up on a 140-acre farm that 

supported a family of 10, now farms with 

three of his brothers, growing corn and 

soybeans—along with wheat, tobacco 

and cattle—on about 5,000 acres west 

of Cambridge.

Koshkonong Solar Center project, expected to cover  
2,400 acres, draws opposition in rural Dane County

Whose bright idea?

Renae Bliss operates 

her own startup 

autism awareness 

nonprofit, ‘Voice 4 the 

Voiceless.’ Trouble is, 

Bliss said she’s not 

sure if many local 

families touched by 

autism know of the 

resources available 

locally.

Turn to OUTREACH on Page 8A

Turn to DIAMOND on Page 8A

Turn to SOLAR on Page 8A

Two arrested on several charges
Police arrested two men after one of them allegedly threatened 

someone with a gun and smashed the person’s phone. Page 3A

Man held after suspected stabbing
A Janesville man was arrested Friday after another man was found 

in a downtown street with stab wounds to his torso. Page 7A

Another Red Hawk QB goes down Other Friday scores

Janesville Parker . 28
Beloit ..................... 7

Mad. Memorial ...... 7
Janesville Craig ..... 6

Brodhead/Juda ... 35
Evansville .............. 0

Full coverage inside

Milton lost its quarterback 

to an injury for the second 

straight week Friday night 

and fell to Lake Geneva  

Badger, 26-14. Page 1B
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