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Veteran biking 

across state
Vietnam-era vet Tom 

Kingsbury is riding 

to raise awareness 

of mental health issues 

for vets. Page 3A

Brewers win opener 

in series vs. Cubs
Milwaukee fell behind 2-0 

but managed to rally 

for a 3-2 win Friday at Miller 

Park in a key weekend series. 
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By Jessica Gresko

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The Supreme Court cleared the way Fri-

day for the Trump administration to tap 

billions of dollars in Pentagon funds to 

build sections of a border wall with Mexico.

The court’s five conservative jus-

tices gave the administration the green 

light to begin work on four contracts it 

has awarded using Defense Department 

money. Funding for the projects had been 

frozen by lower courts while a lawsuit over 

the money proceeded. The court’s four lib-

eral justices wouldn’t have allowed con-

struction to start.

The justices’ decision to lift the freeze on 

the money allows President Donald Trump 

to make progress on a major 2016 cam-

paign promise heading into his race for 

a second term. Trump tweeted after the 

announcement: “Wow! Big VICTORY on 

the Wall. The United States Supreme Court 

overturns lower court injunction, allows 

Southern Border Wall to proceed. Big WIN 

for Border Security and the Rule of Law!”

The Supreme Court’s action reverses 

the decision of a trial court, which initially 

froze the funds in May, and an appeals 

court, which kept that freeze in place ear-

lier this month. The freeze had prevented 

the government from tapping approxi-

mately $2.5 billion in Defense Depart-

ment money to replace existing sections 

of barrier in Arizona, California and New 

Mexico with more robust fencing.

The case the Supreme Court ruled in 

began after the 35-day partial government 

shutdown that started in December of last 

year. Trump ended the shutdown in Febru-

ary after Congress gave him approximately 

$1.4 billion in border wall funding. But the 

amount was far less than the $5.7 billion 

he was seeking, and Trump then declared 

a national emergency to take cash from 

other government accounts to use to con-

struct sections of wall.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Blackhawk Community 

Credit Union’s planned 

rehab of the former Chase 

Bank downtown would 

bring the oldest part of the 

building back to its origi-

nal, 1913 glory.

But it would be a dou-

ble-preservation project.

For one, the building at 

100 W. Milwaukee St., orig-

inally known as the First 

National Bank, will be 

restored to its original look. 

The credit union plans to 

remove a glass and granite 

facade that has covered the 

building’s 1913 exterior for 

more than 40 years.

Inside, the credit union 

plans to uncover the build-

ing’s original cathedral ceil-

ing as part of a restoration 

that will make the build-

ing’s three-story interior 

open and visible from the 

first-floor lobby for the first 

time since the late 1970s.

Then there’s the credit 

union’s planned use of the 

building.

The credit union plans to 

create and operate the Leg-

acy Center, a museum-like 

space designed to keep 

alive the memory of thou-

sands of local autoworkers 

who worked at the General 

Motors assembly plant in 

Janesville.

The center would show-

case thousands of artifacts 

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
It was an excellent 

meat animal sale thanks 
to a strong turnout and 
great weather Friday at 
the Rock County 4-H Fair-
grounds.

Sale co-chairman Ryan 
George said despite fewer 
4-H exhibitors this year, 
bidders spent $408,569 
during the sale.

It started at 9 a.m., but 
with 459 animals to sell, it 
lasted almost five hours. 
For those in attendance 
who aren’t bidding, the 
drone of the auctioneer 
and the light breeze inside 
the sale arena could have 
brought on a midday nap.

Of the 459 animals 
sold, 133 were lambs, 298 
were barrows and 28 were 
steers.

The children who 
raised the animals gath-
ered at the edge of the 
hog barn. One by one, they 
filed into the sale arena 
when their names were 

called.

They held brightly 

colored signs display-

ing their name and club. 

Many signs said “THANK 

YOU!” in big letters. Some 

included photos of the 

animals up for bid.

Bidders in the audi-

ence held packets that 

listed the weights and 

breeds of each animal. The 

voice of auctioneer Dean 

George—Ryan’s uncle—of 

George Auction Service 

cut through the air, typi-
cally sounding something 
like this during the bar-
row sale:

“Two, gimme two, 
gimme two, TWO! Two 
dollar quarter now, 25, 
two, 25, two dollar quar-
ter, now half, gimme half! 
Two-seventy-five, half, 
75, 75! Three, 75, three, 
75, three, 75, SOLD! For 
$2.75.”

Bidding started at $2 

By Rick Romell

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

In late July 2017, then-
Gov. Scott Walker and Terry 
Gou, then chairman of Fox-
conn Technology Group, 
signed a document outlin-
ing a deal for Foxconn to 
spend as much as $10 bil-
lion on a manufacturing 
complex and create up to 
13,000 jobs in exchange for 
up to $3 billion in public 
money over 15 years.

“This is something,” 
Walker declared at the sign-
ing ceremony, “that will 
say to the world, ‘We have 
arrived.’”

Two years later, what the 
governor said would be “a 
transformational, once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity for 
Wisconsin” has a way to go 
if it is to achieve that status.

Foxconn has stepped 
back from building the type 
of factory it contracted with 
the state to build and has 

shifted its planned employ-

ment mix away from a 

heavy emphasis on pro-

duction workers—changes 

that have prompted Gov. 

Tony Evers, who defeated 

Walker, to say the contract 

might need to be revised.

In some cases, Foxconn 

has not met timelines it laid 

down in its own announce-

ments—announcements 

that might have been tied 

as much to political consid-

erations as to actual busi-

ness needs. And a UW-Mad-

ison spokesman said that 

because of changes at Fox-

conn, there has been “no 

significant progress” in 

discussions related to Fox-

conn’s announcement last 

August that it would invest 

$100 million in the univer-

sity.

But amid much skepti-

cism, including from Evers, 

Foxconn has held fast to the 

key pledge of 13,000 jobs. 

The company said this week 

that it was “reaffirming our 

investment and job cre-

ation commitments” and 

was “thrilled to be moving 

Foxconn remains 
confident despite  
ongoing changes

Associated Press
President Donald Trump along with then-Gov. Scott Walker, 
left, and Foxconn Chairman Terry Gou participate in a ground-
breaking event in June last year for a Foxconn project in Mount 
Pleasant.

Sights, sounds & smells of a successful meat animal sale

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Austin Beaumont shows his grand champion steer, Gus, to a room of potential buyers 
Friday during the meat animal sale at the Rock County 4-H Fair in Janesville.

Sold!

Two years  
after making deal, 
job pledge remains 

Abbey Hoffman of La Prairie 4-H smiles at the crowd as 
her reserve grand champion barrow is auctioned off Fri-
day at the Rock County 4-H Fair in Janesville.

Legacy 
Center 
to roll 

forward
Credit union 
 to renovate 

former Chase Bank
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Court OKs Pentagon funds for wall
Decision will allow 

work to proceed 
on four contracts
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