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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Roberto Ayala
•Thomas E. Bogard
•Barbara Jean Guttschow
•John Leonard Hale
•Lawrence Richard  
Harding Sr.

•Myra Jean (Kobs) Heller
•Harlan W. Larson
•Virginia M. “Ginny” Mork
•Roy John Preuninger
•Karen B. Rousseau
•David E. Squire

•Daniel R. Twardowski
•Ruth Weber
•Dorothy J. Wittenberg

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 38 | Low 35  

A blend of sun  
and clouds
More on 7A

Planning to return
UW Board of Regents 

president said Monday he 

expects classes to be held 

in person next semester 

with help of expanded 

testing. Page 2A

Seven Packers make Pro Bowl
Aaron Rodgers, Aaron Jones 

top the list. Page 4B
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By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

In a time when Rock County busi-

nesses and employees are examining 

ways to reinvent themselves and be 

more marketable, Blackhawk Tech-

nical College is working to provide 

flexible delivery of specialized train-

ing.

Mark Borowicz, director of work-

force and community development 

for the college, said that training 

looks different in 2020.

“We are doing a lot of work right 

now with several companies to help 

continue to retrain and to train 

their workers. What the pandemic 

has done is created some interesting 

challenges for us on delivery of train-

ing,” he said.

Noncredit, general business skill 

training such as communication, 

computer applications and leader-

ship often is conducted via Zoom 

meetings.

Industry-based skill training for 

credit has been changed to more of 

a one-on-one model for students and 

to accommodate social distancing.

In an educational model brought 

to the college by President Tracy Pier-

ner, college training for area busi-

nesses is easier than in the past.

Businesses and employees can 

identify skills and competencies they 

wish to master, and instead of enroll-

ing in a three-credit, semester-long 

course, they can take 36-hour, one-

credit training classes instead.

“We’re kind of chunking out those 

learning outcomes so that it’s an 

industry student saying: ‘You know, 

what, I don’t need a three-credit class. 

I probably need these four or five 

competencies,’” Borowicz said.

Blackhawk Tech adjusts its teaching
By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Santa should wear a 

mask on Christmas Eve to 

avoid frostbite on his nose, 

but he won’t have to deal 

with snow, as southern 

Wisconsin probably will 

not see much white this 

Christmas.

“It’s not looking that 

likely,” said meteorologist 

Rebecca Hansen of the 

National Weather Service 

in Sullivan.

A weather system 

moving through Wednes-
day is likely to bring rain, 
with just a dash of snow as 
temperatures fall Wednes-
day night, Hansen said.

So it’s possible some 
crusty bits of snow will 
remain on the ground 
from that snow earlier this 
month.

Then Thursday, tem-
peratures will start a dive 
to their lowest point so far 
this fall and winter.

The high temperature 
on Christmas Eve will be 
about 15, descending to 
single digits on Santa’s 
biggest night of the year, 
Hansen said.

No white Christmas— 
but dress for the cold

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Representatives from 
Janesville’s two lead-
ing health care systems 
say they are still await-
ing information on when 
the systems will receive 
COVID-19 vaccines for 
health care workers.

Mercyhealth and SSM 
Health, in partnership 
with Dean Clinic, have 
not yet received vaccines 
or word from the state 
on when they will receive 
vaccines, representatives 
said.

Beloit Memorial Hos-
pital faces a similar situa-
tion, according to report-
ing from the Beloit Daily 
News.

Meanwhile ,  Gov. 
Tony Evers on Mon-
day announced the state 
received its first ship-
ment—about 16,000 
doses—of the vaccine pro-
duced by pharmaceutical 
company Moderna, the 
second vaccine to receive 
approval from the federal 
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration.

The state is expected 
to receive 100,000 doses 
of the Moderna vaccine 
in the coming weeks, 
but details have not been 
shared publicly about 
what health care systems 
or regions might receive 
the vaccines.

State officials on a 

media call Monday said 

about 25 hospitals and 

health care systems will 

receive Moderna vaccines 

today and Wednesday, but 

officials did not give addi-

tional details regarding 

receiving locations.

Some Wisconsin hos-

pitals began immunizing 

health care workers last 

week with vaccines from 

pharmaceutical company 

Pfizer. Janesville hospi-

tals were not included in 

the first round of distri-

butions.

Mercyhealth has begun 

vaccinating workers at its 

Rockford, Illinois, hospi-

tal campuses. More than 

1,900 workers were vacci-

nated last week.

Distribution schedules 

and amounts of doses per 

hospital differ between 

states.

SSM Health has vacci-

nated some of its health 

Rock County’s 
vaccine watch 

continues

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........41 +7 11,491
Deaths ........0 -1 105
 Total Change
Hosp. .....37 (Dec. 21) -6 (from Dec. 14)
Monday’s positivity rate: 31%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

YWCA Rock County announced 

Monday it will receive a $1 million 

donation from a philanthropist who 

has distributed bil-

lions of dollars this 

year.

The YWCA’s board 

met Monday night 

to start a process 

of deciding what to 

do with the money, 

Executive Director 

Angela Moore said.

The money comes 

from MacKenzie Scott, described by 

The Associated Press as a “philan-

thropist, author and former wife of 

Amazon founder Jeff Bezos.”

Scott announced last week that 

she had given $4.1 billion in the 

past four months to 384 organiza-

tions as part of a giving pledge she 

announced last year.

The YWCA learned of the dona-

tion in a series of communications 

over the past 10 days and was initially 

sworn to secrecy, Moore said.

“We are thrilled and shocked 

beyond belief, and we are honored 

to receive these funds,” Moore said in 

an interview shortly before the board 

meeting.

The donation could help the orga-

nization complete building improve-

ments at its Janesville facility that 

couldn’t be done because of budget 

‘Thrilled and shocked’

Associated Press
MacKenzie Scott, ex-wife of Amazon 
founder Jeff Bezos, has given billions 
of dollars to hundreds of organizations 
nationwide in recent months, includ-
ing a $1 million donation to YWCA Rock 
County, according to the local group.

Moore

 Æ No fresh snowfall 
expected this week

Local YWCA recipient of $1 million gift from philanthropist

Health systems still waiting for doses

Some Wisconsin hospitals 

began immunizing health 

care workers last week  

with vaccines from  

pharmaceutical company 

Pfizer. Janesville hospitals 

were not included in the 

first round of distributions.

College offering students 
single-credit ‘modules’

Turn to GIFT on Page 7A

Turn to COLD on Page 7A

Turn to WATCH on Page 7A

House, Senate approve wide-ranging coronavirus relief measure

Associated Press
The U.S. Capitol in Washington is shown at dusk Monday. The House of Representatives and the Senate passed a nearly 
$1 trillion pandemic relief package Monday after reaching agreement on the deal Sunday night. President Donald Trump’s 
signature is still needed in the coming days to turn the bill into law. Read more on Page 6B.

Turn to BTC on Page 7A
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