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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Scott K. Balas
•Jeanette M. Bern
•Russell O. Dillinder
•John E. Frechette
•Debra J. Hanson
•Hazel O. Hocking

•Arthur C. Pratt
•Wanda Rasmussen
•Tamara Schmidt
•Randsford Speer
•Alexander Ulbrich
•Doris M. Wolf

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 25 | Low 9  

A little snow  
at times

More on 7A

Big plans for the fair
Rock County’s master plan for 
facilities upgrades over the next 
handful of years includes more 
than $14 million in upgrades for 
the Rock County 4-H Fairgrounds. 
Page 6A

New deal
Miller Park to be renamed in 2021 
after American 
Family Insurance  
buys naming 
rights. Page 1B

By Anna Marie Lux

amarielux@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

T
om Eckert recalls a time 
when he was recuper-
ating from surgery at 

home.

Sister Lauretana Gorman 

of Janesville’s St. John 

Vianney Catholic Church 

invited him on a day trip to 

boost his spirits.

The two drove to Sister 

Lauretana’s motherhouse at 

Sinsinawa Mound in south-

western Wisconsin.

“We had a chance to talk 

about prayer, life and what 

was going on in our lives,” 

Eckert said.

He was not surprised that 

Sister Lauretana invited him, 

a longtime member of the 

church, to accompany her.

“She just does stuff like 

that,” Eckert explained. “She’s 

a great listener. It’s a gift that 

she has.”

Like Eckert, many 

parishioners have stories 
of kindness about Sister 
Lauretana.

So it is no wonder she will 
be deeply missed when she 
retires at the end of January. 
One parishioner called her 
“the glue that holds together 
the parish family.”

Sister Lauretana will be 
leaving after more than 62 
years of consecrated reli-
gious life as a Sinsinawa 
Dominican.

Almost 24 of those years 
were as pastoral minister at 
St. John Vianney.

Sister Lauretana spends 
her days visiting people who 
are ill or confined to their 
homes, the hospital or nurs-
ing homes. She talks to them, 
listens to them and brings 
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Sister Lauretana Gorman, left, visits with centenarian Mary Wright at 
Oak Park Place in Janesville. Gorman is retiring at the end of January 
after nearly 24 years as a pastoral minister at St. John Vianney 
Catholic Church.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

W
hen Johnson Financial 

Group Vice President Larry 

Squire moved to Janesville 

28 years ago, he came here to do bank-

ing—and to run one of his family’s 

pick-your-own straw-

berry farms in Roscoe, 

Illinois.

Squire’s still bank-

ing, but he no longer 

moonlights in the 

strawberry business.

Most people in 

Janesville aren’t aware 

that someone they 

know as a local bank 

vice president and community leader 

has a farming background, Squire 

said.

“You just learn the joy of hard 

work. You see something that you 

do all this work and planning, and 

work with a lot of people and get it 

to a point of success. That’s just very 

rewarding,” he said.

Squire will receive Forward 

Janesville’s Lifetime Achievement 

Award on Thursday at the Pontiac 

Convention Center. He is one of sever-

al business leaders and companies the 

local chamber of commerce is honor-

ing at its annual awards luncheon.

A Burlington native who grew 

up farming, Squire is regional vice 

president of Johnson Financial Group 

in downtown Janesville. In a letter 

of support to Forward Janesville, 

Squire’s boss, Johnson Financial CEO 

Berries, 
banking 

& boosting 
Janesville

Squire

FORWARD JANESVILLE 

AWARD RECIPIENTS
Others receiving awards at the 

2019 Forward Janesville awards ban-
quet Thursday include:

 �Dennis Condon, Janesville 
School District: Ambassador of the 
Year.

 �Gary Bersell, KANDU Industries: 
Diversity Award.

 �United Way Blackhawk Region: 
Community Improvement Award.

 � Tim Weber: Volunteer of the Year.
 �Richard and Joan Neeno, Lark: 

Entrepreneur of the Year.
 � Floral Expressions: Small 

Business of the Year.
 �Dollar General Distribution 

Center: Large Business of the Year.
 �Patricia Hernandez, Janesville 

School District: Educator of the Year.
 � ECHO, KANDU Industries, 

Paddy’s Paws, Rock County Historical 
Society: Ambassador Grant recipients.

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers, in his first 

State of the State speech Tuesday, called on 
the Republican-controlled Legislature to 
scale back a corporate tax credit program 
to pay for middle class income tax cuts, 
“sacrifice” to find a bipartisan solution for 
road funding and work together to bol-
ster spending for schools to help close the 
achievement gap.

“The realities we face are bigger than 
me or any political party,” Evers said in 
his speech as prepared for delivery. “The 
magnitude of our challenges requires us to 
put people first because, as I’ve said, that 
is the promise of our service.”

Evers said he expected solutions ad-
dressing the issues to pass “with broad 
support and in the spirit of bipartisan-
ship.”

That doesn’t appear likely with 
Republican leaders calling the speech “dis-
appointing.” They vowed to oppose some 
of Evers’ top priorities, including expand-
ing Medicaid and paying for the income 
tax cut by capping corporate tax credits.

“I am disappointed by today, but hope-
fully tomorrow he begins the process of 
actually looking at the areas we could 

work together on,” Republican Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos said.

In a move causing further unrest, Evers 

sent Attorney General Josh Kaul a letter 

withdrawing the authority given by for-

mer Gov. Scott Walker to have Wisconsin 

join a multistate lawsuit seeking repeal of 

the federal Affordable Care Act.

Evers’ order appears to fly in the face 

of a Republican-passed law during last 

month’s lame-duck legislative session that 

requires the Legislature to sign off on leav-

ing the lawsuit. Evers did not explain in 

the speech how his order would be lawful.

Kaul, who applauded when Evers an-

nounced the move in his speech, was non-

committal after the address. Kaul said he 

Chamber of commerce set  
to honor Squire for his 
work in the community

Sister Gorman retiring after 24 years serving 
as the ‘glue’ at St. John Vianney in Janesville

Turn to SISTER on Page 7A

Turn to SQUIRE on Page 7A

Evers  
extends  
a hand

‘Disappointed’ GOP leaders 
not sure they can reach back

STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS

Associated Press photos
Top: Gov. Tony Evers gives his State of the State address Tuesday to a joint session of the 
Legislature in the Assembly chambers at the Capitol in Madison. Above: Evers greets 
Assembly Minority Leader Gordon Hintz, D-Oshkosh, after the speech.

Turn to STATE on Page 7A
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