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‘We didn’t know’
Milton woman grateful her 

husband’s accidental death 

might serve as a warning 

for others wanting to try 

fractal burning. Page 3A

Rally revelations
Instead of reinvigorating his 

re-election effort, President 

Donald Trump’s rally in Tulsa 

on Saturday revealed his 

vulnerabilities. Page 6B
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By Laura King

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
Infectious disease experts 

expressed alarm Sunday over 

the pace of new coronavirus 

infections in several states 

in the South and Southwest, 

with one likening the spread 

in parts of the country to a 

“forest fire.”

At the same time, Presi-

dent Donald Trump’s surro-

gates insisted he was joking 

Saturday when he told ral-

ly-goers he had ordered a 

testing slowdown because 

the results painted an overly 

dire picture of the pandemic.

With the United States 

now reporting a quarter 

of the world’s coronavirus 

cases, and daily new-infec-

tion counts exceeding 30,000 

nationwide on at least two 

recent days, eight states last 

week hit single-day new-case 

highs, according to figures 

compiled by Johns Hopkins 

University.

In California, much of the 

increase in the total number 

of cases does appear to be a 

result of more testing, health 

officials say. But that does 

not fully explain the overall 

caseload increase in several 

other states, public health 

experts said, directly contra-

dicting a major talking point 

of the president and some of 

his aides.

In some of the most 

affected states, such as Flor-

ida and Arizona, not only 

are larger proportions of 

tests coming back positive, 

but more of the afflicted are 

becoming sicker, Thomas 

Inglesby of Johns Hopkins’ 

School of Public Health said 

in an interview on “Fox News 

Sunday.”

“What we are seeing 

is increased positivity in 

testing, and in many cases 

increased hospitalization,” 

Inglesby said. “That’s not 

just because we’re doing 

more testing in a state; that’s 

because there is more seri-

ous disease in a state.”

Although death rates 

in the U.S. from COVID-19 

have continued to decline 

after the peak hit in New 

York in April, the number 

of people hospitalized has 

climbed sharply in several 

states, and health officials 

fear that deaths could start 

rising again soon.

“This is going to be hard to 

get under control,” said Scott 

Gottlieb, commissioner of 

the Food and Drug Adminis-

tration earlier in Trump’s ten-

ure. “These are big states that 

have a lot of cases; they’ve 

been building.”

In addition to California, 

other states that recently 

have reported highs in sin-

gle-day new infections 

include Florida, Arizona, 

Nevada, Oklahoma, South 

Carolina, Texas and Utah, 

according to Johns Hopkins’ 

coronavirus tracker.

Interviewed on CBS’ 

“Face the Nation,” Gottlieb 

said that while “we’re not 

going to want to shut down 

business again,” there were 

“not a lot of tools we can 

reach for” as the spread of 

the virus continues.

Trump has largely ignored 

the growing signs of trouble, 

focusing almost exclusively 

on pushing states to reopen. 

At his rally Saturday in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma, held amid a spike 

of coronavirus cases in that 

state, he called testing for 

the virus “a double-edged 

sword,” adding: “When you 

do testing to that extent, 

you’re gonna find more peo-

ple; you’re gonna find more 

cases.”

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER

In 2017, Peggy Race adopted one 

of her dogs, Deputy, a cocker span-

iel mix who was surrendered from 

a puppy mill in Kansas.

She remembers his thick mats of 

fur and his shy disposition.

“His coat hung like a dirty mop,” 

the Whitewater woman wrote of 

her dog. “Emotionally, he appeared 
shut down and fearful of the human 
touch.”

Race said that image is evi-
dence of the “minimal standards 
of care inherent to the commercial 
dog-breeding industry.”

It’s why she urged a Whitewa-
ter City Council member to propose 
an ordinance prohibiting the sale of 
dogs and cats from pet stores. She 
wants to reduce the demand for 
mills that raise animals in inhu-
mane conditions.

The council on June 2 voted 
unanimously to adopt the ordi-
nance after adding rabbits to the 
list.

“This ordinance, putting White-
water squarely on the side of 

protecting the consumer, legiti-

mate businesses, and helpless ani-

mals, is clearly the right thing to do,” 

Race wrote in a let-

ter she shared with 

the council.

Race and coun-

cil member Bri-

enne Brown agree 

there are no pet 

stores this ordi-

nance applies to in 

Whitewater. It does 

not target animal 

rescue shelters or breeders who sell 

directly to the public.

Their hopes are that it not only 

acts as a preventive signal to pet 

Dogs’ best friend

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Peggy Race sits between Faith, left, a border collie, and Deputy, a cocker spaniel mix, in Whitewater. The city recently 
became the first municipality in the state to ban the sale of dogs, cats and rabbits from pet stores.
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Threat grows  
in South, West

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

As many of us fumed over pandemic 

restrictions that kept us from getting hair-

cuts and drinking at bars, Brooke Keena 

and Burton Reynolds Jr. had more import-

ant things to worry about.

Such as scraping together money to pay 

for their motel room.

Fighting an eviction judgment.

Surviving breast cancer.

Maintaining sobriety.

The COVID-19 pandemic caused Keena 

to lose hours at her cleaning job at Town-

place Suites extended-stay hotel.

Reynolds, who builds houses, was 

already stuck in a slow time of year for 

work.

So making $300-a-week payments to a 

local motel was difficult.

Once the state’s moratorium on evic-

tions ended, the motel kicked out Keena 

and Reynolds, leaving them homeless.

The Janesville couple reached out to the 

House of Mercy and became one of the first 

households to receive help from the shel-

ter’s new motel voucher 

program.

The program funds 

motel vouchers for peo-

ple who are experiencing 

homeless, said Tammie 

King-Johnson, manager of 

the shelter.

Before the pandemic, 

the House of Mercy wanted 

to pursue ways to help more 

households on its growing waiting list, she 

said. The need for resources became even 

more dire during the pandemic as the shel-

ter had to reduce its 25-bed capacity by 

House of Mercy extends helping hand

King-Johnson

Whitewater woman 
pushes for ordinance  

to take on puppy mills

Janesville couple first  
to benefit from of nonprofit’s  
new motel voucher program

Before the 

pandemic, the 

House of Mercy 

wanted to pursue 

ways to help more 

households on its 

growing waiting 

list, she said. The 

need for resources 

became even 

more dire during 

the pandemic as 

the shelter had to 

reduce its 25-bed 

capacity by  

about half.
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Florida, Arizona seeing more new cases, 
higher percent of positive test results

Associated Press
A health worker takes a swab for a coronavirus test Saturday at 
a drive-thru testing site in Phoenix.
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