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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 78 | Low 55  

Sunny, breezy; 
not as warm
More on 8A

Catastrophic combo
Pakistan flooding that has left hundreds 

dead this summer likely caused by a 

combination of hotter weather, heavier 

rain and melting glaciers. Page 8A

A final lesson
The last learning opportunity to be 

provided by the former Clinton Elementary 

School was for emergency personnel 

doing active shooter training. Page 2A

Late fireworks
Keston Hiura, Garrett 

Mitchell hit homers 

late to beat Pirates 7-5 

on Monday. Page 1B
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 F
amiliar and not always productive patterns have emerged over the past two decades for schools and 

communities shattered by mass shootings.

Some of those — including knee-jerk and politically motivated reactions — can actually work against 

solving root problems associated with school violence, according to security experts and others on the front 

lines of the issue. In the immediate aftermath of a shooting, the news media, gun control and gun rights 

activists and mental health advocates all now routinely swoop in with dramatic images of grieving parents and 

memorial services, with emotional calls to action.

BY MIKE SUNNUCKS  •  APG National Enterprise Editor

AFTER THE BLOODSHED

COMMUNITIES ENDURE, DEMAND LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS ONCE MEDIA 
ATTENTION, POLITICAL THEATER FADES FROM SCHOOL SHOOTINGS

AP PHOTO/ALEX BRANDON

Students, teachers, parents and communities are left dealing with the 

long-term impacts of school shootings and violence long after the media 

and political spotlights have dimmed.

AMY BETH BENNETT/SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL VIA AP, POOL)

Danielle Woodard, the half-sister of Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 

School shooter Nikolas Cruz, becomes emotional as she testifies in the 

penalty phase of Cruz's trial at the Broward County Courthouse. 

Federal and state lawmakers have 
also thrown money at the problem — 
often via one-time or short-term grants 
— to up security with more cameras, 
reinforced doors and more campus 
police and mental health professionals.

“You see the knee-jerk reactions of 
legislators. And it is frequently one-
time, shot in the arm grants,” said 
Kenneth Trump, president of National 
School Safety and Security Services, 
based in Ohio.

For many police departments and 
school districts — especially smaller 
ones — jumping through the hoops of 
applying for federal and other grants is 
too daunting of a challenge to take on. 
And if they do plunge into that process 
and are successful at securing a grant, 
the pot isn’t infinite. They’ll have to 
figure out long-term funding after the 
original money runs out.

“The grant process is not simple.You 
can put a lot of work into it and end 
up with nothing,” said Martin Sayre, 
community engagement commander 
for the St. Cloud Police Department, 
in Minnesota. “I’m not a professional 
grant writer.”

The St. Cloud police force has 116 
sworn officers — including school 
resource officers at local schools.  

Sayre said new and enhanced security 
efforts frequently require financial and 
operational coordination between law 
enforcement and school districts.

STRIKING A BALANCE
Mac Sosa, chief of police in 

Stevensville, Montana (south of 
Missoula), said his law enforcement 
agency agreed to  a 50/50 cost split with 
local schools for an on-campus officer. 
That is a common formula among 
school districts with school resource 
officers (SROs) on campus.

Sosa said he also tries to leverage 
regional and national training programs 
and resources related to active shooters, 
threat assessments and behavior 
interventions.

But Trump said the problem is 
getting longer-term sustainable 
investment in school security and 
moving beyond vendors offering 
infrastructure and  “gadgets.”

“We are running into a number of 
people who want to do school safety on 
the cheap,” said Trump. “Many would 
rather do a one-time shot in the arm 
and install a few cameras. You have to 
strike a balance.”

Sayre said police and school districts 
need to realize that all schools and 
campuses are not created equal when 
addressing safety and the deterrence of 
violence.

Newer and older school buildings 
are unique  animals  — as are urban 
schools compared to suburban and 
rural counterparts.

“They are all different,” Sayre said, 
adding that St. Cloud police are looking 
at how best to secure and access 
classrooms and other doors after the 
widely-publicized school shooting 
in Uvalde, Texas, in May that left 19 
students and two teachers dead.

BACK
TO SCHOOL

A SPECIAL REPORT BY ADAMS PUBLISHING GROUP

Associated Press

MADISON
President Joe Biden plans 

to travel to the battleground 
states of Wisconsin and Penn-
sylvania on Labor Day, about 
two months before the elec-
tion.

Biden will speak at Milwau-
kee’s Laborfest celebration and 
will go to Pittsburgh, where 
other national labor leaders 
are appearing at that city’s 
Labor Day Parade, both the 
White House and labor unions 
said Monday. Biden plans to 
“celebrate Labor Day and the 
dignity of American workers,” 
according to the White House.

Biden is expected to tout the 
bipartisan infrastructure law 
passed last year, as well as the 
Inflation Reduction Act, which 
the president signed in August.

Both states have races for 
governor and U.S. Senate.

In Wisconsin, Democrats 
are trying to reelect Gov. Tony 
Evers and oust Republican U.S. 
Sen. Ron Johnson. His Demo-
cratic challenger, Lt. Gov. Man-
dela Barnes, has highlighted 
his middle-class background 
and parents’ union member-
ship. Evers faces Republican 
Tim Michels, who co-owns 
the state’s largest construction 
firm.

Evers, after a tour of a Mount 
Horeb guitar store, said he wel-
comed Biden to the state.

“We have a good relation-
ship,” Evers said. “I’m looking 
forward to it.”

Barnes also planned to par-
ticipate in Labor Day events 
in Milwaukee, but his cam-
paign spokesperson did not 
say whether Barnes would join 
with Biden.

Wisconsin Republican Party 

Gazette staff

Heading into the Labor Day 
holiday and start of the school 

year, COVID-19 community 

spread remains high in Rock 

County, but not as high as a 

month ago. Surrounding coun-

ties run the gamut from low to 

high in their transmission rates.

Community spread calcula-

tions down to the county level 

are updated each Thursday at 

CDC COVID Data Tracker.

In Rock County as of last 

Thursday,  there were 211 active 

cases of COVID-19 per 100,000 

people and 12.9 hospital admis-

sions per 100,000 people, accord-

ing to the CDC. As of Aug. 25, 4.6% 

of the county’s inpatient hospital 

beds were in use by patients with 

COVID-19.

Based on that data, the CDC 

is still advising people to wear a 

mask indoors in public and on 

public transportation, to stay 

up to date with COVID-19 vac-

cines, to get tested if they have 

symptoms, and, for those at high 

risk of severe illness, to consider 

taking additional precautions.
The local situation is bet-

ter than it was a month ago. 
On Aug. 1 in Rock County, there 
were 294 cases per 100,000 peo-
ple, with 14.3 new COVID-19-re-
lated hospital admissions per 
100,000 people, according to the 
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COVID-19 spread remains high in Rock County, according to CDC
Transmission rates  

lower in nearby  
Wisconsin counties
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