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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 11A
•Patrick Cromwell
•Jeri Ruth DeLange
•Anthony Farberg
•B. Dean “Mac” McKibben

•Anthony W. “Tony” Nelson
•Thomas Quast
•Virginia Vanark

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 53 | Low 28  

Cloudy and breezy
More on 12A

Ready to jingle?
The city is looking for people to 

be part of the upcoming Holiday 

Light Parade, part of the three-day 

Janesville Jolly Jingle that rings in 

the holiday season. Page 4A

Craig falls in hoops opener
The Cougar girls were without 

a pair of starters in their 

first game Tuesday night, 

a 44-43 loss to Stough-

ton. Page 1B
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

It’s not yet clear whether parts 

of the mammoth former General 

Motors plant property will sell 

through a private auction that 

initially was slated to end last 

week. But a broker involved said 

the property’s owner decided to 

extend the auction another week.

This week, bids remained open 

for both major parcels of the 240-

acre property in a monthslong 

auction that owner Commercial 

Development Company began 

orchestrating mid-summer.
The Future of Real Estate, the 

international firm that is hosting 
the auction, shows on its web-
site that bidding for the former 
auto plant parcels at the end of 
last week had reached $1.14 mil-
lion for the 114-acre, main GM 
plant site. That is the property’s 
northern half—the now vacant 
expanse of concrete slabs that 
once housed the more than two-
million-square-foot GM auto 
plant.

Bids closed out last week 
at $1.03 million for the other 
main parcel, the 112-acre former 
JATCO haul-away yard to the 
south of the main plant property.

So far those bids, along with 
a $375,000 bid for an ancillary 
lot east of the main plant, add 
up to $2.5 million. That’s far less 
than the $9 million Commercial 
Development paid GM for the 

defunct property when the com-

pany bought it in 2017, vowing to 

level and clear the site and ready 

the rail-heavy parcels for future 

industrial redevelopment.

Alex Welton, a broker with 

The Future of Real Estate who is 

managing the sale, said the auc-

tions for each of the three parcels 

had drawn a “handful” of bids as 

of last week.

He said Commercial Develop-

ment decided to roll the auction 

out another week in a final light-

ning round for bids.

“Commercial Development 

had the choice of moving to what 

we call a ‘best and final’ round. It’s 

just basically extended a week, 

and that gives everyone else a 

chance to come back and polish 

their bids if they want to meet 

or beat whatever the highest bid 

GM site bidding extended one week

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A sign advertising an auction of the former General Motors factory prop-
erty on Delavan Drive in Janesville is posted on a fence around the prop-
erty in September. A broker involved in the auction said bidding was ini-
tially slated to close last week, but Commercial Development decided to 
keep the auction rolling another week.

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

From the outside, the blue 

three-story fire tower looks clean, 

tidy and nonthreatening. When 

in action, however, chaos from all 

angles comes billowing out in the 

form of fire and smoke.

Starting next spring, students 

in the fire protection and emer-

gency medical services programs 

at Blackhawk Technical College 

will have access to the state-of-
the-art facility located at the col-
lege’s Public Safety and Trans-
portation Center on County G 
between Janesville and Beloit.

As part of a $32 million vot-
er-approved referendum passed 
last November, the fire tower is 
just one of the many planned addi-
tions to Blackhawk Tech’s 31-acre 
training grounds.

According to Liz Paulsen, exec-
utive director of marketing and 
communications at the college, 

the project was much needed.

“We are hoping it will lift the 

entire college enrollment with 

these new facilities and boost the 

overall appeal,” she said.

Currently, the college provides 

training in the program’s mobile 

live fire lab. But program coordi-

nator Robert Balsamo said that 

facility can no longer house live 

fires and is in need of renova-

tion. The lab consists of a 30-foot 

BTC fires up new facility

Firefight-
ers look on 
as a bar-
rel burns 
in the new 
fire tower 
at Black-
hawk Tech-
nical Col-
lege during 
an exercise 
Tuesday.

Bradley 
Ziegler/
Blackhawk  
Technical 
College

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

R
ock County Deputy 
Sheriff Niles Boeche 
jokes that his friend 

and colleague Bradley Kad-

erly was a generous friend 

who should’ve come with a 

warning label.

Kaderly died Thursday at 

the age of 39. The sheriff ’s 

office did not indicate how he 

died, just that his death was 

“untimely and unexpected” 

and that he was off duty at 

the time.

Since his death, his friends 

and colleagues have been 

reminiscing about Kaderly’s 

life and how glad they were 

to have had him in their lives.

Rock County sheriff ’s dep-

uties Anthony Barr, Chris 

Lochner, Donavon Dodge and 

Niles Boeche; sheriff ’s office 

Sgt. Michael Schauer; and 

Edgerton Fire Department  

Colleagues honor 
young sheriff’s deputy 

who died last week

Sara Myers/smyers@gazettextra.com
Deputy Sheriff Brad Kaderly’s car sits outside the Rock County Sher-
iff’s Office on Tuesday with piles of flowers and Kaderly’s ATV hel-
met on top. Kaderly died off duty Thursday.

Top bids on each  
of two main parcels  
are above $1 million

Fire tower, funded by referendum, has been built on college’s campus

Turn to TOWER on Page 10A

Turn to BIDDING on Page 12A

Kaderly, 39, worked 
for Rock County

Turn to KADERLY on Page 12A
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