Afghan assistance

Don’t drive drunk

Cougars claim another title

A local religious leader organized
a donation event for an Afghan
family that is resettling in
Milwaukee. Page 8A

Law enforcement agencies in the
area will be conducting impaired
driving enforcement activities
over the weekend. Page 9A

The Janesville Craig girls basketball
team defeated Oconomowoc on
Wednesday to capture the Optimist Holiday Classic
title for the fourth straight time. Page 1B
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Shortage of snowplow drivers on horizon?
County expects
wave of retirements
in coming years

notice it this winter, but
in the future, it might take
a bit longer for snowplow
crews to reach them.
That’ll be if the county’s
highway division doesn’t
By Neil Johnson
have more luck recruitnjohnson@gazettextra.com
ing candidates to fill plow
truck driver vacancies the
JANESVILLE
county believes could come
Residents of the one- in the next few years amid
lane, blacktop hinterlands a wave of expected retireof Rock County won’t ments.

Rock County Assistant Public Works Director Nick Elmer said the
county’s seen a turnover of
about half of its plow truck
staff in the last few years as
a growing number of workers retire. At the same time,
Elmer said, the county has
seen a marked decrease in
new applicants for truck
driver openings in the
county’s highway division.

Trump backers
stung by defeat eye
election oversight
Wisconsin among
states where GOP is
pushing for changes
By Nicholas Riccardi
Associated Press
In the weeks leading
up to the deadly insurrection at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, a handful of
Americans—well-known
politicians, obscure local
bureaucrats—stood up to
block then-President Donald Trump’s
unprecedented
attempt to
overturn
a free and
fair vote of
the American people.
Trump
In the
year since,
Trump-aligned Republicans have worked to clear
the path for next time.
In battleground states
and beyond, Republicans are taking hold of the
once-overlooked machinery of elections. While the
effort is incomplete and
uneven, outside experts on
democracy and Democrats
are sounding alarms, warning that the United States is
witnessing a “slow-motion
insurrection” with a better chance of success than
Trump’s failed power grab
last year.

Before a few years ago,
the county would average
a pool of about 120 applicants for plow truck driver
openings. But the pool has
shrunk as fewer younger
drivers locally seem to
have training or commercial driver’s licenses, Elmer
said.
A future shortfall in
experienced plow drivers
would be doubly felt in any

county given that the state
Department of Transportation does not own plows
or employ plow drivers.
County highway departments statewide shoulder
the responsibility to clear
miles of state highways in
addition to hundreds of
miles of county and town
roads.
In Rock County, Elmer
said, the highway division

has 13 county routes, 17
township routes and 30
state highway routes—
including stretches of
Interstate 90/39.
Elmer said each route
assigned to a county plow
driver is geared to take
between 90 minutes and
two hours to clear of snow.
That’s a schedule that

Turn to DRIVERS on Page 9A

Gazette photographer picks his favorite photos

They point to a mounting list of evidence: Several candidates who deny
Trump’s loss are running
for offices that could have
a key role in the election of
the next president in 2024.
In Michigan, the Republican Party is restocking
members of obscure local
boards that could block
approval of an election. In
Wisconsin and Pennsylvania, the GOP-controlled
legislatures are backing
open-ended “reviews” of
the 2020 election, modeled on a deeply flawed
look-back in Arizona. The
efforts are poised to fuel
disinformation and anger
about the 2020 results for
years to come.
All this comes as the
Republican Party has
become more aligned
behind Trump, who has
made denial of the 2020
results a litmus test for
his support. Trump has
praised the Jan. 6 rioters and backed primaries
aimed at purging lawmakers who have crossed him.
Sixteen GOP governors
have signed laws making
it more difficult to vote.
An Associated Press-NORC
Center for Public Affairs
Research poll showed that
two-thirds of Republicans
do not believe Democrat
Joe Biden was legitimately
elected as president.

Above: A kayaker crosses into
a shaft of light along the Rock
River below the Highway 11
bridges near sunset in Janesville last summer.
Left: A colorful ice wall for

photos is seen at the entrance
of the Ice Castles display at
Geneva National Resort & Club
in Lake Geneva in January.

For more of Gazette
photographer Anthony
Wahl’s favorite photos,
turn to 7A.

Turn to GOP on Page 10A

YWCA Rock County to celebrate 100-year anniversary in 2022
By Sara Myers
smyers@gazettextra.com
JANESVILLE

YWCA Rock County will be
celebrating its 100-year anniversary in 2022 with several special
events—starting with an event
focused on empowering people
through art.
The first event to celebrate
the organization’s first century is

the Artful Empowerment Event.
YWCA is looking for local artists
to create art on 8-inch by 10-inch
cotton canvas panels. Participants may use any media. The
only requirement is that artists
must use the theme “empowerment” as their inspiration.
YWCA will raffle off the completed panels as a fundraiser.
Those who wish to participate
and pick up canvases can contact

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 9A
•Mary Alice Anacker
•David Allen Cramer
•Arnold DeGarmo

•George E. Hibbard
•Norbert “Norb” Kegley
•Douglas McCormack

•Rita B. Murphy
•Nancy A. Stoikes

YWCA Communications Director Kari Dray at 608-752-5445
ext. 206 or email kdray@ywca
rockco.com
Jan. 13 is the deadline for
completed art to be dropped off
at Raven’s Wish at 101 W. Milwaukee St. in Janesville. The art
will be exhibited at Raven’s Wish
from Jan. 28 to Feb. 23. The art
raffles will be held Feb. 24.
All art will be sold for $100

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 34 | Low 26
Some sun, then
turning cloudy
More on 10A

each through a random number
draw raffle. All proceeds will benefit YWCA’s programs.
Along with the Artful Empowerment Event, the YWCA will
hold a Women of Distinction
Event on May 11, a CARE House
Golf Outing on June 10, the Walk
a Mile in Her Shoes Event (on a
day still to be determined) and its
Racial Justice Conference next
November.

YWCA history
The YWCA began in 1905 when
a group of Janesville women met
at Sue Jeffris’ home. However,
they were unable to successfully
establish the group because the
national YWCA was not permitting the formation of affiliated
groups in communities of fewer
than 25,000 residents.

Turn to CELEBRATE on Page 9A
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