
Gazette
The

WISCONSIN’S BEST NEWSPAPER

Wednesday, April 29, 2020 • Our 174th year • $1.50

Classified . . . . . 5B-6B

Comics . . . . . . . . . . .4B

Legals . . . . . . . . . . . .2B

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .4A

Nation/World  . . . . .5B

Opinion . . . . . . . . . . .6A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . . .6B

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . .3B

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 4A
•Kathleen Ann “Kathy” Baer
•Reginald Riley
•Frank Jerome Splinter

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 53 | Low 44  
Occasional rain 

and drizzle
More on 5A

©2020 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

By Frank Schultz
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JANESVILLE

Intoxicated driving arrests have 

dropped significantly in Rock County 

since the pandemic hit.

Both Janesville police and the Rock 

County Sheriff ’s Office are reporting 

fewer operating-while-in-

toxicated arrests in recent 

weeks.

The sheriff ’s office 

reports seven OWI arrests 

so far this month, com-

pared to 16 for the same 

period in 2019.

Janesville reports 16 

OWI arrests from March 

15 through April 24, compared with 45 in 

the same period last year.

“I guess having the bars closed and the 

stay-at-home orders really reduces those 

OWI events,” said Janes-

ville Police Chief Dave 

Moore.

Sgt. Jimmy Holford, 

who supervises sec-

ond-shift patrol in Janes-

ville, said officers are see-

ing fewer incidents involv-

ing springtime exuberance 

and fewer parties and other 

gatherings than in the past.

They’re also stopping fewer cars for 

minor traffic offenses, such as a burned-

out tail light. Sometimes those stops can 

lead to the discovery of an intoxicated 

driver, Holford said.

Dangerous driving still merits a stop, 

but officers are not stopping other viola-

tors in an effort to reduce the potential 

for being infected or infecting someone, 

Holford said.

The decision to stop a car or not is a 

balancing act: the danger of infection ver-

sus the danger the driver presents, he said.

Police calls for service are down, the two 

agencies report. Janesville saw 180 calls 

Police calls, incidents on decline

Moore Holford

Agencies report fewer 
OWI arrests, jail inmates

Turn to POLICE on Page 5A
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JANESVILLE

D
an Wilcox—gray-haired, 
bespectacled, self-em-
ployed—doesn’t look like 

a renegade.
But in the recent weeks of 

the COVID-19 pandemic, Wil-
cox found himself operating 
with one toe on the wrong side 
of the law.

Over the last month, after 
the state ordered service busi-
nesses such as Wilcox’s Merry 
Groomer Pet Salon to tempo-
rarily close, the self-described 
animal lover said he risked 
bringing trouble down on his 
business.

He agreed a few times to 
travel to the driveways of his 
customers’ homes to trim their 
dogs’ nails.

“I was pushing it, going on 
the sly like that. I’ll admit it. 
But I needed the money, and it 
was $40. That adds up,” Wilcox 
said. “I guess now I know how 
speakeasies felt during the  
Prohibition.”

This week, Gov. Tony Evers 
eased some COVID-19 business 
restrictions in a plan to grad-
ually allow the reopening of 
some service industries whose 
workers have limited contact 
with customers. Evers said 
businesses such as lawn mower 
repair shops, car washes and 
pet grooming salons would be 
allowed to reopen with some 
restrictions still in place.

The easing of the state’s 
business lock down is a relief 
for some small, service indus-
try business operators such as 

A pet groomer gears up

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Above: Dan Wilcox calls customers Tuesday to set up appointments at The Merry Groomer Pet Salon he 
runs in Janesville. Wilcox had to shut down his salon for weeks under temporary state orders to deal with 
the COVID-19 pandemic. This week, his salon and some other service-related small businesses will be 
allowed to reopen under a plan by the governor to gradually ease business restrictions put in place during 
the pandemic. Below: Brewster, Wilcox’s dog, stands up in his bed set up below the front counter of the 
salon.

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
Thirty-four closed Wiscon-

sin state parks and recreational 
areas will reopen Friday, but their 
bathrooms will remain closed to 
try to prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus by limiting enclosed 
spaces where the virus could be 
more easily transmitted.

“We’re asking people to go to 
the restroom before they enter 
the park,” Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources Sec-
retary Preston Cole said Tuesday

Gov. Tony Evers closed 38 
parks and recreational areas 
April 10, citing overcrowding 
that could hasten the spread of 
the virus, vandalism, mount-
ing trash and dwindling clean-
ing supplies. Numerous changes 
being put in place will allow for a 
safe reopening of the parks, Evers 
said. Those changes include 
reducing park hours, temporar-
ily closing some of the most pop-
ular parks if they become over-
crowded and keeping the bath-
rooms closed.

Mark Aquino, state park man-
ager for the DNR, said that main-
taining a 6-foot distance in park 
bathrooms would be impossible.

“Prepare in advance for 
your visit and stay close to your 

34 state 
parks set 
to reopen

Trails will be open,  
but some amenities 

will still be unavailable 

With restrictions on his business lifted, Dan Wilcox’s appointment calendar filled up fast

You go from the stress of ‘What 

am I going to do?’ to the stress of 

‘Uh-oh, I’ve got to do this.’

Dan Wilcox, owner of Merry 

Groomer Pet Salon in Janesville

“ ”

Turn to GROOMER on Page 5A Turn to PARKS on Page 5A

Staying strong
Hear from local leaders 

and frontline workers 

in our special ‘In This 

Together-Rock County 

Strong’ section. 

Inside

No changing  

this play
Whether Aaron Rodgers 

likes it or not, there is 

change on the horizon 

after the Packers drafted 

Jordan Love. Page 1B
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