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Red Hawks win
Milton collected its third 

straight win Monday, 

downing Beloit Memorial, 

60-47, in nonconference 

basketball action. Page 1B

What’s coming?
Leaders from Janesville, 

Rock County predict 

the changes they expect  

to see over the next 10 

years. Page 3A
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There will be no paper 

Wednesday. 

Have a safe  

and joyous 

New Year’s Day

Town of Delavan man pleads guilty to murdering his wife
By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN
A town of Delavan man is look-

ing at spending the rest of his life 
in prison after pleading guilty 
Monday to murdering his wife in 
January—less than three weeks 
after she had filed for divorce.

Robert J. Scott, 57, pleaded 
guilty in Walworth County Court 
to first-degree intentional homi-
cide in the stabbing death of 

Rochelle Scott, 58, on Jan. 6 at 
their home at 
4003 S. Channel 
Drive.

It was the 
only charge he 
faced in the case, 
and a conviction 
on that charge 
requires l i fe 
imprisonment. A 
judge will decide 

in March how much of that is 
in prison—at least 20 years—as 

opposed to extended supervision, 
which Robert Scott will be on for 
the remainder of his life if he is 
released.

Robert Scott withdrew his plea 
of not guilty by reason of men-

tal disease or defect before plead-

ing guilty.
Questions about his compe-

tency to proceed with court mat-

ters had been raised over the 
last several months. Ultimately, 
Judge Phillip Koss confirmed he 
was competent after testimony 

from experts and psychological 
evaluations.

A psychologist who evaluated 

Robert Scott for his mental illness 
plea wrote in a letter filed with 
the court Monday that shortly 
after she started her interview 
Nov. 6, he told her, “I’m not real 
comfortable with this.” She also 
wrote that he then became silent 
and declined to participate in the 
assessment.

Steven Harvey, Robert Scott’s 
lawyer, said Monday in court 

that his client did not want to 

disclose details about what hap-

pened. Koss ordered a presen-

tence investigation but stressed 

to Scott that no one could make 

him answer questions.

“He finds his privacy about this 

incident very important,” Harvey 

said.

On the Sunday morning when 

the stabbing occurred, town of 

Delavan police responded to the 

Scott
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GM, Y among top stories of 2019
Gazette staff

JANESVILLE
By the time 2019 rolled around, the dem-

olition of Janesville’s once-great General 
Motors assembly plant had been under-
way for nine months.

But it was in 2019—100 years after 
the plant opened—that the site’s owner 
reduced the nearly 5 million-square-foot 
structure to a few scrap piles and acres of 
concrete foundations.

GM’s continued demolition and efforts 
to preserve the plant’s legacy was The 
Gazette’s top story of 2019.

In April and May came the toppling of 
two landmarks: the plant’s brick façade 
along Jackson Street and the 200-foot-
tall smokestack that once bore the GM 
emblem and, originally, the Samson trac-
tor insignia.

As Commercial Development Com-
pany cleared the property for redevelop-
ment, former UAW workers and volun-
teers from Blackhawk Community Credit 
Union amassed a pile of history for the 
taking.

In May, the credit union organized the 
first of two giveaways of bricks from the 
plant.

In December, the plan commission 
approved Commercial Development’s pre-
liminary development plan that shows 
how the site could be redeveloped as a 
rail-served light industrial and commer-
cial park.

At that first brick giveaway, Dale Bern-
stein, former UAW president and a 35-year 
GM worker, praised the city’s efforts to 
redefine itself after GM. Still, he said, peo-
ple should remember how much the plant 
meant to thousands of people.

Here’s a look at the other top stories as 
voted on by Gazette staff:

2. YMCA CEO Tom Den Boer 
departs under pressure

In early 2019, news surfaced that YMCA 
of Northern Rock County CEO Tom Den 
Boer had been unilaterally terminating 
key board members at the Y and kicking 
out members who sought more transpar-
ency.

The members wanted clarity on why 
leadership had become increasingly 
opaque under Den Boer, a nonprofit 
CEO who was being paid $317,000 a year, 
according to tax forms.

Some members went public, threaten-
ing to sue to get documents they had been 
denied.

In the meantime, the local United Way 
cut off the Y’s access to grants over docu-
ments that appeared to have been falsi-
fied. The national YMCA intervened, and 
the board launched an internal review of 

the leaders’ conduct.

In late January, Den Boer was placed on 

administrative leave. Less than a month 

later, he and the Y parted ways. The Y 

gave no explanation for his departure, 

but before he left, it reinstated three board 

members who had been improperly ter-

minated.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: Bricks salvaged from the former General Motors assembly plant are bagged by volunteers to hand out during Blackhawk Commu-
nity Credit Union’s drive-thru distribution on May 4 in Janesville. One hundred years after the plant opened, its demolition was completed in  
2019. 
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Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Left: The YMCA of Northern Rock County in 
downtown Janesville said goodbye to CEO 
Tom Den Boer, who departed his position 
under pressure. Above: In Milton, school 
Superintendent Tim Schigur, left, and Direc-
tor of Administrative Operations Jerry 
Schuetz, right, stand at the front of a meet-
ing where their voluntary resignations were 
announced.
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