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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 11A
•Patricia “Pat” A. Bailer
•Samantha K. Bender
•Pamela L. “Pam”  
(Merchant) Clark
•Michael J. Darre
•Frank T. Drohner II

•George W. Grundy
•James E. “Jim” Jacobson
•Ruth “Joan” Lyke
•Jim Navin
•Michael Raiche
•Kenneth Rowley

•John Theron Schroeder
•Alan Edward Smith
•Wesley R. Stibbe
•Richard L. “Rick”  
Swinconos

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 72 | Low 47  
Warm with plenty 

of sunshine
More on 12A

County budget
Rock County Administrator 

Josh Smith presented a 

preliminary budget plan  

to the county board during 

Thursday’s meeting.  

Page 3A

Police sued
Gaige Grosskreutz, one of 

the three men shot by Kyle 

Rittenhouse in Kenosha  

in summer 2020, sued  

police, saying they enabled 

the violence. Page 2A

Old-school victory
Aaron Jones, A.J. Dillon and, 

yes, Aaron Rodgers 

combined for 154 

rushing yards to 

help the Packers 

beat the Bears 

24-14 on Sunday. 
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The Janesville School Dis-

trict will receive a small increase 

in the amount of funding it 

receives from the state for this 

school year, according to Wis-

consin Department of Public 

Instruction data released Friday.

Statewide, the majority of 

general school aid is equaliza-

tion aid. Equalization aid is 

distributed according to a for-

mula designed to help Wiscon-

sin communities provide public 

education despite differences in 

property wealth. The formula 

considers school district expen-

ditures, property values and res-

ident student counts.

Janesville will receive 2.79% 

more this school year over the 

previous one, raising the total 

amount coming from the state 

to $66.5 million from $64.7 mil-

lion.

General school aid is the 

largest form of state support for 

public schools in the state. State 

equalization aid is meant to 

make up the difference between 

a district’s actual tax base and 

the state guaranteed tax base.

Among other area school 

districts:

 �Milton will get about $1.8 

million more this year than last, 

a 7.91% increase for a total of 

$23.9 million, up from $22.1 mil-

lion in the 2020-21 school year.

 � Edgerton’s increase will be 

just a shade over $1 million, a 

9.16% increase to $12.8 million 

from $11.7 million.

 � The Evansville School Dis-

trict will get $862,162 more, a 

Janesville schools to see slight increase in state aid

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER

O
n the day after 
the loss of their 
beloved longtime 
assistant director 
John Schroeder, 

Milton High School’s 111-mem-

ber marching band placed third 

with an emotional performance 

at the Wisconsin School Music 

Association’s annual Marching 

Band Championships on Sat-

urday.

According to a message 

posted by the Milton High 

School Band Facebook group, 

Schroeder collapsed at band 

practice Thursday night with 

an unknown medical condition 

and was unable to be revived 

after being taken to the hospi-

tal. Prior to Saturday’s event, 

the band was given the option 

to forgo the competition in 

light of their assistant director’s 

recent death.

For the members of the 

band, however, that was not an 

option. Kyla Swanson, a senior 

who plays tenor drum on the 

drum line, said the tragedy 

only strengthened the group’s 

resolve. 

“We knew we were going 

to perform, even after John 

passed, because we knew this 

is what he would have wanted,” 

His band played on

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The Milton marching band competes in the 36th annual State Marching Band Championships at Perkins Stadium in Whitewater on Saturday, 
just two days after Milton’s assistant director John Schroeder collapsed at the end of a practice and and died after being taken to a hospital. 
A can of Coca-Cola, Schroeder’s favorite soda, and a snare drum he recently purchased sit atop the marching band podium in remembrance 
during the emotional performance.

Members of the Milton marching band donned black and white rib-
bons in remembrance of assistant director John Schroeder while com-
peting Saturday in Whitewater.

Milton High marching band competes days after assistant director’s sudden death

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

In a year marred by stretches 

of historically dry weather and 

less-than-average precipitation, 

the drought of 2021 is caus-

ing farmers and meteorolo-

gists alike to draw comparisons 

to previous major droughts in 

2012 and 1988. Although farm-

ers have yet to feel any signifi-

cant effects from this year’s dry 

spells, there is concern about 

what might come next.

In the late 1980s, Wiscon-

sin’s statewide rainfall deficit 

caused more than $900 million 

in drought-related crop losses. 

Rock County experienced defi-

cits for eight months in 1988, 

with the year ending 5.17 inches 

below the county’s average 

annual rainfall, according to his-

torical data provided by the city 

of Janesville’s Wastewater Util-

ity Office.

Nick Baker, a former agricul-

ture educator for UW Extension 

in Rock County, still discusses 

the 1988 drought with local 

farmers but said many don’t 

think 2021 stacks up with the 

drought in the late 1980s.

“This summer reminded a lot 

of people of 1987,” Baker said in 

reference to the season leading 

up to the drought the next year.

Although 1988 saw extreme 

temperatures, Ben Miller, the 

observation program leader at 

the National Weather Service 

office in Sullivan, said summer 

1989 was actually drier and left a 

larger rain deficit, leading to the 

region’s net precipitation lev-

els spiraling in the years to fol-

low. Miller provided The Gazette 

data for the droughts of 1988 

and 2012 and gave commentary 

on the significance of each year.

Dry 2021 
could  

be just 
the start

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Leaves on stalks of field corn begin 
to curl because of a lack of moisture 
earlier this year.

Data shows similarities 
with drought years past

Turn to START on Page 7A

Turn to BAND on Page 12A

State Department  
of Public Instruction 
released data Friday

Turn to AID on Page 7A
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