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WEATHER • 7A

TODAY
16°/6°

Frigid with a bit  
of snow

FRIDAY
16°/0°

Mostly cloudy  
with flurries

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A

Warming shelters available
Cold with the potential to seriously injure 

or kill is gripping southern Wisconsin. All the 
homeless shelters in the area are full, but there 
are a few places to go during the day, such as 
public libraries and other facilities that are open 
to the public.

STATE • 2A

Foxconn is top story in 2017
Gov. Scott Walker’s July announcement 

that Foxconn Technology Group was consider-
ing building a massive, $10 billion flat-screen 
manufacturing complex in southeastern Wis-
consin—and the ensuing $3 billion legislation 
to seal the deal— was the state’s top news story 
of 2017, according to The Associated Press.

NATION/WORLD • 5B-6B

Pot laws near border at odds
California legalizes marijuana for recre-

ational use Monday, but that won’t stop feder-
al agents from seizing the drug—even in tiny 
amounts—on busy freeways and backcountry 
highways. Marijuana possession still will be 
prohibited at eight Border Patrol checkpoints 
in California, a reminder that state and federal 
laws are at odds when it comes to pot.
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DEATH NOTICES • 6A
•Leo D. Knopes/Rockford, Illinois
•Ronald J. Lundberg/Janesville
•Marilyn Elaine Stout/Beloit
•Curtis Eugene Wright/Beloit

OBITUARIES • 6A
•Matthew D. Greidanus/Madison
•Eunice Harvey/Janesville
•Earl W. Spealman/Harvard, Illinois
•Constance M. Tobin-Garde/Edgerton
•Annamae Weidner/Wisconsin Rapids and Edgerton
•Beverly G. Williams/Janesville

Your contact: kicks Editor Greg Little, 608-754-3311, ext. 255, glittle@gazettextra.com
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Food & Drink • 8C

Four Dishes:  

Authentic Italian is 

as close as Villa Pizza 

in Orfordville
quick kicks

HOBBIES

All-girl curl

The Blackhawk Curling Club 

women’s league will host a free 

Ladies Only Learn to Curl Night 

from 6 to 9 p.m. 

Wednesday, 

Jan. 3, at 

the Black-

hawk 
Center 

at the 

Rock 

County 

4-H Fairgrounds, 1400 Craig Ave., 

Janesville.

Attendees are invited to 

bring friends, sisters, moms or 

co-workers as they give this sport 

a try. Dress warm, and bring clean 

tennis shoes.

For more information, call 

608-754-9714.

Creative cutting

The Rock River Valley Carv-

ers of Wisconsin host open 

wood carving sessions on 

the first and third Tuesday 

each month (that’s Jan. 

2 and 16 next month) at 

Ortmayer Hall in Trinity 

Episcopal Church, 419 

E. Court St., Janesville.

Sessions are free, 

run from 6 to 8 p.m. 

and are open to the 

public. Bring a wood 

carving project. 

Club members will 

be on hand to an-

swer questions.

For more 

information, 

call 608-208-

3670.

HOLIDAYS

Home aglow

Christmas might be over, 

but that doesn’t mean the lights 

aren’t still out for viewing.

For the 11th year, the Striegel 

family of Janesville has 

decorated its home and is inviting 

residents to drive on by and check 

out the show.
The home, locat-

ed at 3767 Stone 

Ridge Drive, 

Janesville, fea-

tures more 

than 20,000 

synchro-

nized lights. 

When you 

tune your ra-

dio at 90.9 FM, 

you can listen 

to Christmas 

music while you 

admire all the 

twinkling.

The show is 

free, but dona-

tions will be taken for the Humane 

Society of Southern Wisconsin. 

Lights are displayed daily from 5 

to 10 p.m. through Tuesday, Jan. 6.

Rotary Botanical Gardens 

continues to display its massive 

collection of 425,000 twinkling 

lights now through Sunday, Dec. 

31, at the gardens, 1455 Palmer 

Drive, Janesville.

Lights are on display from 4:30 

to 9 p.m. each night. Cost is $5 for 

those ages 2 and older, and last 

tickets are sold at 8:30 p.m. A free 

shuttle is available nightly from 

nearby Dawson Ball Fields.

For more information, call 608-

752-3885 or visit Rotary 

BotanicalGardens.org.

REACH OUT

Readers matter

Have an opinion about The 

Gazette’s kicks section? Too much 

of this? Not enough of that? We 

want to know what you think.

If you’d like to share a sugges-

tion or opinion, shoot out an email 

to section editor Greg Little at 

glittle@gazettextra.com.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra .com

EDGERTON—DeShawn Christian-

sen was watching auditions when 

Kory Friend made her bid for a lead      

role in “Sister Act.”

Christiansen knew Friend as a solid en-

semble performer. But she wasn’t expect-

ing what happened when Friend hit that 

show-stealing note.

“I was mesmerized,” said Christiansen, 

who has played leads in other Rock River 

Reperatory Theatre productions, includ-

ing Mary Magdelene in “Jesus Christ, 

Superstar” and Velma Kelly in “Chicago.”

“I have goosebumps, and I look over 

at (director) Jim (Tropp). I’m trying not 

to cry,” Christiansen recalled. “It was an 

amazing moment. It was perfect.”

Friend gets to do it again for a bigger 

audience for six performances in January 

as she plays shy postulant nun Sister Mary 

Robert.

Christiansen will be right there as 

Deloris Van Cartier, the lounge singer who 

is hiding from her criminal ex-boyfriend 

by living with The Holy Order of the Little 

Sisters of Our Mother of Perpetu-

al Faith.

That’s just one of the winks at 

Catholic culture that brings joy 

to Cindy Blanc, who plays Sister 

Mary Lazarus and who knows 

her Catholicism.

“Dancing nuns: You 

know, that’s funny in 

itself,” Blanc quipped.

Blanc, who is music 

Holy 
umor

Penny Hazeltine photo

From left, Danielle Moser, Nicki Dougherty and Lexie Ross perform a number during rehearsals for the Rock River Repertory Theatre’s 

upcoming production of ‘Sister Act.’ The play will be performed at 7:30 p.m. Fridays-Saturdays, Jan. 12-13 and 19-20, and at 2 p.m. 

Sundays, Jan. 14 and 21, at the Edgerton Performing Arts Center, 200 Elm High Drive, Edgerton.

H
Rock River Rep bringing Tony-nominated musical ‘Sister Act’ to Edgerton next month

Turn to ‘SISTER’  

on Page 5C

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra .com

J
ANESVILLE—When you’ve been re-

hearsing a script for a month and a 

half, performing on stage is less daunt-

ing.

Sure, there are things that go wrong: 

Lines can be flubbed, props can fall 

down ... the audience might seem un-

inspired. But for the most part, you can 

anticipate what’s coming, and you know 

what you’re going to do when the light 

shines on you.

So what if you don’t know what’s 

coming? What if you’re there on stage, 

in front of God and everybody, and the 

crowd decides it wants you to pretend 

you’re Abe Lincoln knitting a sweater 

during a snowstorm at a bus stop in 

Poughkeepsie?

Such is the world of improvisation. 

If you’ve ever seen Comedy Sportz or an  

episode of “Whose Line is it Anyway?” 

on television, you get the gist.

At 7:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 12, the Janes-

ville Performing Arts Center will intro-

duce its new improv performance troupe 

to the public. The show is initially being 

presented as part of Local Talent Month, 

but JPAC Executive Director Nathan 

Burkart hopes the troupe will continue 

performing at least a few times each 

year.

Get ready to react: JPAC 

introducing new improv troupe

Turn to IMPROV on Page 4C

INSIDE

Grab your habits and 
join the Rock River 
Repertory Theatre 
for its production of 
‘Sister Act’/kicks

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Milton’s Kailey Harbort pulls up for a jumper during 
a nonconference game against Janesville Craig 
in the annual Optimist Invitational at Craig High 
School on Wednesday. Brooke Parkhurst and Cas-
sie Goswick each scored 16 points to lead the Cou-
gars past the Red Hawks, 66-57. Story on Page 1B.

Craig tops Milton, 66-57

Gazette staff

Reporters write hundreds of 
stories in a year.

Many of them are breaking or 
timely news: accidents, shootings, 
city budgets, court decisions, busi-
ness transactions.

But stories that reporters pick as 
their favorites often don’t involve 
breaking news.

They’re about people.
Some of those people need help. 

Others face challenges that test 
them. Still others inspire the report-
er simply by the way they live.

Those types of stories make good 
reading, and they dominated among 
our reporters’ favorites for 2017.

Anna Marie Lux
Headline: “A mother’s gift: Strang-

er to donate kidney to 8-year-old”
Date published: May 14
Synopsis: Police officer Lindsey 

Bittorf donated a kidney to 8-year-
old Jackson Arne-
son, whom she did 
not know prior to 
offering the kidney.

The story was 
one of my favorites 
because it high-
lights the best of 
human nature. In 
a year filled with 
mass shootings 
and bitter political 

divisions, the story of a mother who 
reached out to another mother to 
save her son’s life was uplifting and 
inspirational. Officer Bittorf mod-
eled an example of what love looks 
like in its truest form.

Jake Magee
Headline: “Troubles for tenants: 

Hundreds of landlord complaints in 
Janesville yield just four citations”

Date published: July 16
Synopsis: Apartment renters and 

city officials discuss problematic 
landlords who don’t 
address problems 
at their properties, 
leading to poor 
living conditions 
for tenants.

I received 
a call over the 
summer from a 
Janesville resident 
who complained 
about a landlord 

who refused to fix problems in 
his apartment. Little did I know I 
was starting what would turn into 

Playing  
favorites

Magee

Lux

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Peter Mueller, left, rocks out to Beartooth during the band’s performance at JJO Sonic Boom music festival 
Sept. 30 at the Southern Wisconsin Regional Airport. I love to photograph Sonic Boom, and this year was no 
different. I love the intensity with which the rock fans enjoy the live music, and I think this photo captures 
exactly that.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
From left, Trevell Davis, Znobian Mcadory and Damon Coleman take advantage of the afternoon sun to play 
a pickup game of basketball at Monterey Park in Janesville on March 17. After taking some photos at ground 
level of the group playing basketball, I asked if they were OK with me taking some photos from above with The 
Gazette’s new drone. This angle provided a more interesting, graphic look at their game, where the shadows 
became the most visual element. Aware of this, I waited for the moment to trip the camera’s shutter while 
one of the players was shooting.

By Jill Colvin

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

After living in Washington for nearly a year, 

President Donald Trump has yet to enjoy a 

single non-working meal at a restaurant that 

doesn’t pay him rent. He hasn’t taken in a per-

formance at the Kennedy Center, hasn’t been 

to a sporting event and hasn’t toured most of 

the sights.

It’s one of the peculiarities of the Trump 

presidency and one of a long list of ways in 

which he’s changing the of-

fice—as well as its relation-

ship with Washington.

“I would say that Trump 

has been the least present of 

any of the most recent presi-

dents,” said Phil Mendelson, 

Democratic chairman of the 

Washington, D.C., City Coun-

cil and a member since 1999.

It’s not just restaurants, 

says Mendelson. Trump has 

been less engaged on the local charity circuit 

than other recent presidents, with no stops at 

local food banks or to help elementary school 

reading drives. First lady Melania Trump has 

been venturing out more often, appearing with 

Jordan’s Queen Rania at a girls’ charter school, 

attending a holiday toy drive sponsored by the 

military, and visiting with patients and staff at 

Children’s National hospital.

But the homebody president rarely goes 

out—and when he does it’s almost always to 

properties that bear his name.

Trump has spent at least part of more 

than 100 days of his presidency at properties 

he owns—taking winter weekends at his pri-

vate Mar-a-Lago club in Florida and summer 

Gazette photographers select their top shots of 2017

Out of hundreds  
of stories, these are  

the ones our reporters 
liked best this year

Photos by Angela Major (left) and Anthony Wahl (right)/photo@gazettextra .com
Left: Baseball teams from Craig and Parker high schools warm up before a crosstown rivalry game at River-
side Park on May 11. Right: People release balloons and hold candles in memory of loved ones lost to opioid 
overdoses during a Hope Over Heroin awareness event Oct. 4 at the Rock County 4-H Fairgrounds.

More photographers’ favorites on Page 3A.Turn to FAVORITES on Page 7A

In Washington, President Trump opts to stay close to home
Capital’s new resident chooses  
to remain outside civic scene

Trump

Turn to TRUMP on Page 6A


