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Christmas classic
Earlier this month, the 

Madison Ballet performed 

‘The Nutcracker’ for  

Afghan refugees still 

housed at Fort McCoy. 
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Slim chances
Sen. Joe Manchin said 

Sunday he couldn’t vote 

for the Democrats’ plan to 

overhaul several aspects 

of the social safety net. 
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Division champs again
After surviving a two-point conversion 

attempt in the final minute in their 

31-30 win over the Ravens, the 

Packers celebrated their 

third straight NFC North 

division title. Page 1B
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By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

Changes made earlier this 

year for sending mail to peo-

ple in state prisons and the 

Rock County Jail could make 

sending holiday mail a little 

complicated, but officials say 

it isn’t too late to get mail to 

inmates by Christmas.

Instead of handling per-

sonal items addressed to 

incarcerated people directly 

at state prisons, the Depart-

ment of Corrections now 

sends items to an outside 

company called TextBehind 

to inspect and scan the mail 

and then deliver it to prisons.

Authorities said the 

change was in response to 

paper mail being soaked in 

synthetic drugs and sent into 

prisons. During the month of 

September alone, they said, 

182 incidents occurred where 

K2, also known as “spice,” and 

other cannabinoids got into 

prisons.

The new process comes 

with no extra charge for 

senders or inmates. Periodi-
cals, legal mail or other pro-
fessional mail are exempted 
from the scanning process.

In October, the Rock 
County Jail implemented a 
similar process through a 
company called Earth Class 
Mail. Local authorities also 
said more drugs were being 
smuggled into the jail in the 
form of cannabinoid-laced 
letters to inmates who later 
rolled them up and smoked 
them.

Both the DOC and county 
programs are similar with 
incoming mail sent to pro-
cessing facilities in Maryland 
and Oregon, respectively.

TextBehind, the company 
working with state prisons, 
has photocopies printed and 
delivered to prisons free of 
charge, but inmates have 
to wait up to three days to 
receive them. It takes TextBe-
hind up to 24 hours to screen, 
photocopy and mail physical 
letters through the U.S. Postal 
Service’s two-day shipping 
service.

The process for Earth 
Class Mail is similar, but the 
photocopies are sent digitally 
to tablets that are regularly 
accessible to inmates. They 

New processes  
slow mail delivery 
to state, local jails

By Hillary Gavan

Adams Publishing Group

BELOIT
After months of construc-

tion, the Stateline Boys & Girls 
Club is inviting the public to 
the grand opening of its new 
Joel Barrett Boys & Girls Club 
facility on Dec. 28.

The event, scheduled to run 
from 3 to 5 p.m., will include 
guided tours, refreshments 
and little gifts for all.

“It’s an opportunity for us 
to show the public the fin-
ished product,” Stateline Boys 
& Girls Club CEO Mark Rand 
said. “This also gives club 
members and their families 
the opportunity to see it and 
get the lay of the land before it 
officially opens on Jan. 3.”

Kids in attendance will get 

a passport to collect stamps in 

each room of the new facility. 

Those who get all the stamps 

will be entered in a prize draw-

ing.

Visitors also will be able 

to view the new history wall, 

assembled with help from the 

Beloit Historical Society. The 

wall includes historic photo-

graphs and news articles about 

the club and the community.

The Boys & Girls Club broke 

ground in April on parcels 

bounded by Maple Avenue, 

Shore Drive and Sixth Street in 

Beloit, just blocks from Beloit 

Memorial High School. The 

work is scheduled for comple-

tion by the end of this month 

with children arriving at the 

facility for programming after 

winter break on Jan. 3.

The club’s current Beloit 

facility, built in 1960, is at 1851 

Moore St. on the city’s far west 

side. The new facility is more 

centrally located and is closer 

to the student population at 

Beloit Memorial. Not only will 

the new site expand its reach 

to teens, but it will be more 

visible and accessible with its 

location on school bus routes.

Grand opening: Beloit Boys & Girls Club to host open house at new facility

Hillary Gavan/Adams Publishing Group
Stateline Boys & Girls Club CEO Mark Rand stands by the sign in front of the 
newly constructed Joel Barrett Boys & Girls Club facility on Maple Avenue. 
The club will host a grand opening event Dec. 28.

By Seth Borenstein

AP Science Writer

A white Christmas seems to be 

slowly morphing from a reliable 

reality to a dream of snowy holi-

days past for large swaths of the 

United States in recent decades.

Analysis of 40 years of Decem-

ber 25 U.S. snow measurements 

shows that less of the country 

now has snow for Christmas than 

in the 1980s.

That’s especially true in a belt 

across the nation’s midsection—

from Baltimore to Denver and a 

few hundred miles farther north. 

And snow that falls doesn’t mea-

sure up to past depths.

Scientists say the decline in the 

number of white Christmases is 

relatively small and caution about 

drawing conclusions. But it’s 

noticeable and matters mightily to 

some people like George Holland.

The retired Dubuque, Iowa, 

educator known for his front 

yard nativity scenes said snow 

on Christmas is supposed to be 

part of the holiday: “The one that 

makes my heart warm is after 

going to midnight Mass and com-

ing outside and it’s snowing.”

But the weather in Dubuque 

Keep dreaming, Bing
White Christmases less common in more regions recently, data shows

Associated Press
Employees feed trees through a baler at JC Hill Tree Farm in Orwigsburg, Pa., on Dec. 2. A white Christmas seems 
to be slowly morphing from reliable reality to a bit more of a movie dream for large swaths of the United States in 
recent decades, an analysis of weather data dating to 1981 shows.

The Stateline Boys & Girls 

Club’s new Beloit facility is more 

centrally located and is closer to 

the student population at Beloit 

Memorial High School. 
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