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Crushed by Kershaw
The Milwaukee Brewers’ season 

came to an end Thursday after 

they struck out 13 times against 

Dodgers lefty Clayton Kershaw 

in Thursday’s elimination game. 
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 53 | Low 38  
Cool with some 

sun, then clouds
More on 11A
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By Gregory Karp

NerdWallet

If you’re looking for a self-im-

provement task in this pandemic 

era, try teaching yourself to use 

contactless payments with your 

phone or “tap-to-pay” credit and 

debit cards.

Any germaphobe will tell you 

that the surfaces of bills and coins 

have always been gross. And hand-

ing your credit card to a cashier 

who has the sniffles and a hack-

ing cough? Even in pre-pandemic 

times, also gross.

Now, COVID-19 has prompted 

the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention to advise using 

touchless payments whenever 

possible in the brick-and-mortar 

world.

Americans have been relatively 

slow to adopt touch-free payments 

even though they’re more con-

venient and secure than swiping 

credit and debit cards. But maybe 

hygiene will be the tipping point 

as people seek a solution for, well, 

y money.

Associated Press

Using contactless payments for 

in-person retail transactions offers 

convenience and security benefits, 

but amid the coronavirus pandemic, 

hygiene might be the best reason 

yet. ‘Contactless’ usually means tap-

to-pay credit and debit cards, smart-

phone digital wallets or retailer apps.

By Lee Reich

Associated Press

Planting a tree is one 

of the best things 

you can do to help 

the planet, and these days 

it’s gotten easier. There’s a 

better understanding now 

of what trees need, includ-

ing when they should gen-

erally be planted (the fall).

Why plant trees? It’s 

well-known that trees mit-

igate global warming by 

taking in and storing car-

bon dioxide. Their shade 

can cool things down in 

summer. As windbreaks, 

they can slow heat loss. 

Their beauty and delicious 

fruits and nuts are other 

perks.

Experts used to recommend 

planting trees in spring. But 

that has changed for most spe-

above the layer of gravel; it 

doesn’t drain until the upper 

layer becomes saturated.

Yet another myth that can be 

laid to rest is the recommenda-

tion to mix plenty of compost or 

other organic materials into the 

soil from the planting hole. The 

idea was to create a fluffy, rich 

substrate for the developing 

roots. But if you were a young 

root growing in such a place, 

would you ever want to leave? 

No. Spread compost and other 

organic materials on top of the 

ground as mulch.

Pruning? Staking?

No need to do a lot of work 

with your pruning tools either. 

Myth held that the tops of newly 

planted trees needed pruning 

to balance the loss of roots that 

occurred during transplanting. 

But many trees today are sold 

growing in containers, so they 

lose no roots at transplanting.

More important is that for 

every kind of nursery tree, the 

buds on stems, especially those 

near the tips, produce hor-

mones that actually stimulate 

Try touchless 

payment  

to avoid  

dirty money

When is  

the best time  

to plant a tree?

Experts  

 Æ Hygiene is among the best 

reasons right now to tap to pay

Probably 

now

A new leaf
Are you thinking about 

planting a tree in your 

yard? Fall is probably 

the best time to do 

it. Home & Money, 

inside

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
If it’s a tree that ties the compet-

ing east and west sides of Janesville 
together, so be it.

And it is so—at least in artistic the-
ory.

This week, South Carolina public 
artist Deedee Morrison has overseen 
crews who are assembling the pieces 
of a giant, white metal tree sculpture 
Morrison designed as the centerpiece 
of the Mick & Jane Blain Gilbertson 
Family Heritage Pedestrian Bridge 
that spans the Rock River downtown.

The tree, she explained, is designed 
to be a symbolic nexus where the city’s 
east and west sides connect at the 

riverfront.
“Historically, when you read 

about Janesville, there’s been a lot 
of separation, you know, conver-
sationally between east and west,” 
Morrison said. “So what a beau-
tiful idea to create a pedestrian 
bridge with the whole intent of 

contemplation—contemplation of 
what ties us together.”

Morrison was commissioned ear-
lier this year by the private revital-
ization group ARISEnow to work 
on public art displays at privately 
funded parts of the city’s east- and 
west-side town squares along the riv-
erfront, including a donor wall near 
the pedestrian bridge.

The bridge and the nearly finished 
east-side town square will open to  
the public at a dedication ceremony 
Oct. 16.

Private donors have worked along-
side the city to fund millions of dollars 
of structural and public art ameni-
ties at the town squares. At the center 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Crews work Thursday to install another piece of the metal tree sculpture that is the centerpiece of the Mick & Jane Blain  
Gilbertson Family Heritage Pedestrian Bridge that now spans the Rock River in downtown Janesville. The sculpture was 
designed by South Carolina public artist Deedee Morrison.

Intertwined
Tree sculpture on pedestrian bridge in downtown Janesville 

designed to be a symbol of a linked community
‘So what a beautiful idea to create a 

pedestrian bridge with the whole intent 

of contemplation—contemplation of 

what ties us together.’

Deedee Morrison, artist  

who designed the white metal  

tree sculpture for downtown

By Frank Schultz  

and Ashley McCallum

Gazette staff

JANESVILLE

For several hours Thurs-

day, it appeared President Don-

ald Trump was going to make a 

campaign stop in Janesville on 

Saturday.

Then he tested positive for 

the new coronavirus.

The Janesville visit was 

announced in the midafternoon 

Campaign had announced stop in Janesville

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
City officials say Ty 

Bollerud’s house at 419 
S. Walnut St. will come 
down, but that hasn’t 
stopped Bollerud from 
fighting the city on what 
he believes is “heinous pol-
icy.”

After three years of 
back and forth between 
the city and Bollerud, the 
house and garage on the 
Walnut Street property 
will be demolished some-
time after today, but the 
exact date depends on the 
level of cooperation from 

Bollerud and other people 
who live in the house.

In an effort to get what 
he believes he deserves out 
of the ordeal, Bollerud has 
filed a complaint in federal 
court seeking $75,000 in 
“just compensation” for 
“taken individual prop-
erty homes and build-
ings and land,” accord-
ing to documents filed by 
Bollerud.

Tax documents show 
the 0.36-acre property is 
worth $37,600.

The complaint is being 
reviewed by the court to 
determine if it can move 

Fight continues 
over house set  

to be demolished
City officials say Walnut Street house 
will come down sometime after today

In her first book, former Gazette 
reporter Elizabeth McGowan says 
getting a cancer diag-
nosis feels the same 

“as tumbling to the ground from a 
bicycle, smacking the unforgiving 
asphalt.”

“It’s scary and hurts like hell,” she 
writes in “Outpedaling ‘The Big C’: My 
Healing Cycle Across America,” pub-
lished in September by Bancroft Press 
of Baltimore.

“You can choose to lie there in a 
dejected heap, waiting until an 18-wheeler squashes 
you into roadkill,” she said. “Or, you can pick yourself 
up and get on with living.”

McGowan chose to climb back on the bike.

McGowan

ANNA  
MARIE LUX

BETWEEN  
THE LINES

 Outpedaling 
‘The Big C’

 Æ Book chronicles cyclist’s journey
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By Zeke Miller and Jill Colvin

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump and 

first lady Melania Trump have 

tested positive for the coronavi-

rus, the president tweeted early 

today.

Trump’s positive test comes 

just hours after the White House 

announced that senior aide Hope 

Hicks came down with the virus 

after traveling with the presi-

dent several times this week. 

Trump was last seen by reporters 

returning to the White House on 

Thursday evening and looked to 

be in good health. Trump is 74 

years old, putting him at higher 

risk of serious complications from 

a virus that has now killed more 

Trumps test positive for virus
President, first lady join millions of other infected Americans
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