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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Myrtle M. Campbell
•Nancy Davey
•Thomas E. McKearn
•Norman Phillips
•Alice M. Sheppard

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 36 | Low 22  

Windy; a snow 
shower in the a.m.
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Edgerton mayor candidates answer questions
The three men running are familiar to local voters. Page 8A

Teen sentenced to prison for two robberies
Additional sentence stayed by judge if he avoids trouble. Page 3A

Parker girls roll to win
The Vikings jumped out to a 9-0 

lead over visiting Madison West on 

Friday night and went on to score 

a 43-16 win over the Regents, 

breaking a six-game losing string. 

Page 1B
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By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Take a group of seniors. 

Add several sheets of ice.

Now have those seniors 

jog up and down the ice in 

slippery-soled shoes.

That seems like a for-

mula for disaster, but it isn’t 

in this case. It’s the United 

States Senior Men’s Curling 

Association championship, 

and it’s already underway 

in Janesville and Madison.

From Thursday through 

Sunday, 64 teams from 11 

states will compete at the 

Blackhawk Curling Club 

on Janesville’s Rock County 

4-H Fairgrounds and at the 

Madison Curling Club in 

McFarland.

The teams are split into 

three divisions: seniors, 

with players at least 55 

years old; super seniors, 

with players at least 63 

years old; and masters, with 

players at least 68 years old.

Each curling team has 

four players. The team 

leader, or skip, stands at the 

end of a 150-foot sheet of 

ice and calls the game, tell-

ing his teammates where to 

place their curling stones in 

Sweep! 

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Chris Goldsmith of Tempe, Ariz., delivers a stone during the 
first day of competition at the 44th United States Senior 
Men’s Curling Association National Championship at Janes-
ville’s Blackhawk Curling Club.

IF YOU GO
What: United States 

Senior Men’s Curling 
Association champion-
ship.

When: Games run 
from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Satur-
day. The finals will be at 
9 a.m. and noon Sunday.

Where: Blackhawk 
Curling Club, Rock County 
4-H Fairgrounds, corner 
of Craig and Randall ave-
nues, Janesville.

Cost: Free. The cham-
pionship is open for pub-
lic viewing.

Curling national championship brings 
senior men to Janesville, Madison

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

Income taxes would be cut by an 

average of $106 for a majority of tax 

filers in Wisconsin under a Repub-

lican proposal unveiled Friday that 

lawmakers plan to vote on next week 

and quickly send to Gov. Tony Evers.

The nearly $250 million income 

tax cut is the largest part of the 

GOP plan that also would reduce 

personal property taxes paid by 

manufacturers by nearly $45 mil-

lion and trim general state debt by 

$100 million. Republicans are tap-

ping some of the state’s projected 

$620 million budget surplus to pay 

for the tax cuts.

“Wisconsin is in great fiscal shape 

and we should prioritize giving 

money back to taxpayers,” Repub-

lican Senate Majority Leader Scott 

Fitzgerald said in a statement.

It’s unclear whether Evers sup-

ports any of the tax cuts. Evers’ 

spokeswoman Britt Cudaback did 

not comment on whether the gov-

ernor would sign any part of the 

plan but faulted Republicans for 

not spending more on schools and 

reducing property taxes.

Evers has proposed spending 

$130 million to cut property taxes as 

part of a $250 million school funding 

plan the Legislature has not taken 

up. Republican Rep. Joan Ballweg, in 

explaining why Republicans weren’t 

increasing school funding, said 

GOP offers tax cut plan
Income taxes would be cut an average of $106 for a majority of state filers

By Tracy Wilkinson

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

Eager to withdraw U.S. troops from 

Afghanistan and end America’s lon-

gest war, the Trump administration 

on Friday announced a modest deal 

with Taliban militants to reduce vio-

lence for a week as a test of the poten-

tial for broader peace negotiations.

The Taliban agreed not to use 

roadside explosive devices, suicide 

bombs or rockets or otherwise attack 

for a seven-day period, the start of 

which was undecided but will be 

“very soon,” said a senior adminis-

tration official attending the annual 

Munich Security Conference with 

Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo 

and Defense Secretary Mark Esper.

“The reduction-of-violence agree-

ment is very specific,” said the offi-

cial, who briefed reporters on con-

dition of anonymity in keeping with 

administration protocol.

It was not clear how the brief 

respite would give the U.S. and the 

Afghan government, allies in fight-

ing the Taliban, the confidence 

necessary to embark on a broader 

JANESVILLE
Hearing the jingling bell on Raven’s harness as she 

saunters through the halls of Mercyhealth Hospital and 
Trauma Center is like hearing the ice cream truck driv-
ing down the street.

People poke their heads out of their rooms and gather 
in the halls as they wait their turns to pet the jet-black 
Labrador retriever.

Raven and her handler, Frank Lopez, have been vol-
unteering at Mercyhealth since November. They are one 
of the human-canine teams in the hospital’s Loving Tails 
program, which brings trained dogs to the hospital to 
visit patients.

The program started at Rockford Health System before 
it merged with Mercyhealth. Mercyhealth continued the 
program in Rockford and then started it in Janesville last 
fall, said Jill Ayres, manager of volunteers.

Raven is one of three dogs who visit patients in 

A doggone  
Valentine’s Day 

Raven and her handler, Frank Lopez, right, greet a patient named Nancy in her room during a visit Friday at Mercyhealth 
Hospital and Trauma Center in Janesville. Lopez and Raven are one of three teams who volunteer in Mercyhealth’s dog 
therapy program called Loving Tails.

US announces truce with Taliban in Afghanistan
Modest agreement could 

offer hope for broader 
agreement in the future

A round of handshakes and calls of ‘Good curling!’ end a match 
for teams from Lodi and Minnesota on Thursday during the 
United States Senior Men’s Curling Association National 
Championship at the Blackhawk Curling Club in Janesville. 
The tournament runs through Sunday at Blackhawk and at  
the Madison Curling Club in McFarland.

 Æ New therapy canines warm hearts of patients  
at Mercyhealth Hospital and Trauma Center

Story by Ashley McCallum/amccallum@gazettextra.com

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
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