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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Janet I. Bladow
•Katherine Hawkins
•Henry “Butch” A. Helbing Jr.
•Aurelie Johnson

•Roger J. O’Leary
•Bernard Paszkiet
•Vicki L. Rautio
•Melvin L. Zarnstorff

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 33 | Low 19  

Snow at times; 
total 3-6 inches

More on 7A

Bucks tip Bulls
Antetokounmpo scores  

29 points, grabs 17 

rebounds to lead  

Milwaukee to a 112-99 

win in Chicago. Page 1B

Back in class
Former UW-Whitewater 

Chancellor Beverly 

Kopper to teach four 

classes at the school  

this fall. Page 3A

Texas face-off
Trump, O’Rourke drive 

opposing forces during 

head-to-head rallies 

Monday in El Paso. 

Page 6B

School board president 
apologizes for ‘mistake’

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON

The Milton School Board voted 

unanimously Monday to investi-

gate whether the board president 

mishandled district funds.
The board voted to hire an 

outside firm to investigate alle-
gations that $30,500 in stipends 
were given to district employees 
without school board approval.

Board Treasurer Mike Pierce 
will assist district legal counsel 
and the firm in identifying the 
scope of the investigation, per 
the recommendation of Shana 
Lewis, legal counsel for the school 

district.
Lewis recom-

mended the board 
hire an indepen-
dent firm to inves-
tigate the veracity 
of the allegations, 
whether policy or 
laws were violat-
ed, and whether 

employment decisions can be 
based on the allegations.

Board member Brian Kvapil 
spoke to The Gazette and other 
media outlets this weekend about 
stipends given in November to 
Superintendent Tim Schigur, 
Director of Administrative 
Operations Jerry Schuetz and a 
district information technology 
employee. Kvapil says they were 
not approved by the board or allo-
cated in the 2018-19 budget.

Board policy says all payments 

made outside the budget must be 

approved by the school board.

Documents provided to The 

Gazette show Board President 

Tom Westrick signed a recom-

mendation for Schigur to receive 

$10,500 as a “temporary” pay in-

crease “due to a doctorate earned” 

by Schigur in May 2018.

Westrick took responsibility 

 Æ School board to discuss 
potential for elimination today

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The future of the Janesville 

School District’s fifth-grade band 

and orchestra programs will be 

up for discussion when the school 

board meets 5:30 p.m. today at the 

Janesville Educational Services 

Center, 527 S. Franklin St.

District staff has recommended 

eliminating those programs and 

offering general music classes in 

kindergarten through fifth grade 

after an “in-depth evaluation” of 

the district’s K-12 music programs, 

according to a memo from Tina 

Johnson, assistant director of ad-

ministrative and human services.

In an interview, Johnson said 

her recommendation calls for 

moving the fifth-grade band and 

orchestra programs to sixth grade.

She stressed that she made the 

recommendation with input and 

support from principals and music 

teachers.

Johnson’s memo, which is in-

cluded in the school board’s meet-

ing packet, was released Monday. 

The rest of the agenda and accom-

panying memos were released 

Friday.

The full board must approve 

the recommendation for it to take 

effect.

About 64 percent of fifth-graders 

are enrolled in band or orchestra, 

according to the memo. Band and 

orchestra are “pull-out” programs, 

which means students leave their 

regularly scheduled classes to at-

tend those programs.

“This creates scheduling con-

flicts for buildings and students 

and loss of instruction time in core 

curriculum, reading and math,” 

Johnson wrote in her memo to 

the board.

Janesville man was found 
shot to death Saturday

Gazette staff

BELOIT
Beloit police said Monday they 

are looking for a man they believe 
was at a business on the city’s east 
side Saturday with a Janesville 
man who later was found shot to 
death.

Police said the man has lighter 
skin, a thin build and is between 5 

feet, 10 inches and 6 feet, 2 inches 

tall.

He was wearing a red hooded 

sweatshirt with white lettering 

on the front, blue jeans and red 

tennis shoes Saturday, Beloit City 

Police Capt. Thomas Stigler said 

at a news conference Monday af-

ternoon.

The body of James Tomten, 

28, of Janesville was found in a 

Cadillac Escalade SUV in the 800 

block of Vine Street on Beloit’s 

west side after authorities were 

dispatched at 2:41 p.m. Saturday.

In a video police shared with 

media, the man in the red sweat-

shirt is seen approaching a Cadillac 

Escalade that is believed to be the 

same vehicle Tomten was found 

dead in Saturday afternoon.

The man in the red sweatshirt 

peers into the passenger side 

window of the Escalade and then 

walks away.

Police would not identify the 

business where the video was re-

corded. Stigler said Tomten later 

was shot in the vehicle and is be-

lieved to have been driving it when 

the incident occurred.

Stigler said police are investi-

gating all possibilities that lead 

to the killing. He would not say 

TO HELP
Anyone with information 

about the Saturday shooting 
death of Janesville resident 
James Tomten in Beloit can call 
police at 608-364-6803.

Beloit Police 
Department’s 
Captain of Patrol 
Tom Stigler 
speaks during a 
news conference 
on Monday after 
James Tomten, 
28, of Janesville, 
was killed in a 
Cadillac Escalade 
SUV in the 800 
block of Vine 
Street on Beloit’s 
west side on 
Saturday.

Anthony Wahl/ 
awahl@gazettextra.
com

Police seek man to question in killing

By Andrew Taylor and Alan Fram

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Congressional negoti-

ators reached agreement 

Monday night to prevent 

a government shutdown 

and finance construction of 

new barriers along the U.S.-

Mexico border, overcoming 

a late-stage hang-up over 

immigration enforcement 

issues that had threatened 

to scuttle the talks.

Republicans were des-

perate to avoid another 

bruising shutdown. They 

tentatively agreed to far less 

money for President Donald 

Trump’s border wall than 

the White House’s $5.7 bil-

lion wish list, settling for a 

figure of nearly $1.4 billion, 

according to congressional 

aides. The funding measure 

is through the fiscal year, 

which ends Sept. 30.

The agreement means 

55 miles of new fencing—

constructed through exist-

ing designs such as metal 

slats instead of a concrete 

wall—but far less than the 

215 miles the White House 

demanded in December. 

The fencing would be built 

in the Rio Grande Valley in 

Texas.

“With the government 

being shut down, the spec-

ter of another shutdown this 

close, what brought us back 

together I thought tonight 

was we didn’t want that to 

happen” again, said Senate 

Appropriations Committee 

Chairman Richard Shelby, 

District’s fifth-grade band, orchestra face uncertain futures

Turn to BELOIT on Page 7A

Turn to BAND on Page 7A

Board OKs stipend investigation

Deal 
reached 
on wall  
funding

 Æ Agreement appears 
to halt shutdown threat

Turn to DEAL on Page 7A

Turn to MILTON on Page 7A
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