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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 12A-13A
•Drevian T. “Bishop” Allen
•Richard B. “Rick” Anderson
•Alan “Al” Cashore
•Wendy Kay (Fink) Delaney
•Ronald J. Foley Sr.
•Jared M. Graf
•Nancy K. Gunn
•Terry John Hesgard

•Roy A. Hollenberger
•Allen Joseph Johnson
•Shirley Ilene Maier
•John R. Matzke
•William L. McClintock
•Francis Eugene McCumber
•Dorothy J. “Dottie” Newton
•Robert C. Prochazka

•Schuyler Ernest “SkyGuy” 
Ripp
•Carol June (Nightengale) 
Swenson
•Joseph S. Usher Sr.
•Dennis J. Venable
•Maj. Dale H. Wright

$2 million in funds
Rock County Human  

Services Department to use 

money from Minnesota- 

based nonprofit to address 

racial disparities in child 

welfare system. Page 6A

Milton boys head to state
After a scoring error created the need 

for a playoff, the Milton boys golf team 

defeated Mukwonago in a one-hole 

competition Thursday, sending the 

Red Hawks to the WIAA Division 1 

state team tournament. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 95 | Low 71  

Mostly sunny  
and hot

More on 13A
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

BELOIT
On a hot, muggy Thurs-

day morning, Sophia Lindsey 
walked into Clippers & Curls 
salon on Beloit’s east side.

Lindsey, a community 
COVID-19 ambassador for 
free clinic HealthNet of Rock 
County, carried a leatherette 
binder full of vaccination 
information and a message 
tailored to reach the more 
than 80% of local Black res-
idents who are still not fully 
vaccinated against COVID.

Lindsey’s goal: to canvass 
the streets and meet face-to-
face with Black residents to 
try to convince them to get 
vaccinated. She and Health-
Net hope to convince 500 
more people to get vaccinated 
at a time when local and 
national health data shows a 
plateauing in the number of 

Neil Johnson/njohnson@gazettextra.com
Sophia Lindsey, at left, speaks Wednesday with Pat Majeed, operator at Clippers & Curls, at the salon on Beloit’s east 
side as Majeed cuts the hair of Jay Monroe, 8, Beloit. Lindsey is one of two health ambassadors for free clinic HealthNet 
of Rock County who are working to meet face-to-face with local Black and Hispanic residents to try to boost COVID-19 
vaccination rates among minority members of the population.

HealthNet helps minorities get their shots
Black and Hispanic  

residents lag  
in COVID-19  

vaccination rates By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Although it has only been 

a few days since the Rock 
County health department 
discontinued its reopening 
plan, the county’s epidemi-
ologist said Thursday that 
COVID-19 figures continue 
to be quite low.

Epidemiologist Nick 
Zupan said they are see-
ing an average of four 
new cases per day, and 
the county hasn’t seen any 
“drastic” increases in hos-
pitalizations since health 
officials gave their bless-
ing for county businesses 
to “fully reopen” Tuesday.

“We continue to see 
very, very low numbers of 
new cases reported to the 
health department,” Zupan 
said during a press confer-
ence Thursday. “All signs 
are positive right now. 
We’ll continue to monitor 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Lions Beach was a hot spot for cooling off Thursday as temperature soared into the mid-90s. The 
heat wave is expected to continue today—with a high of 95 degrees—and through the weekend. For 
more on the weather, turn to 13A.

Cooling off at Lions Beach

County reopens 
as COVID-19 

stats remain low

By Hillary Gavan

Adams Publishing Group

Summer school numbers are a bit 
down at some area school districts.

In the summer of 2019, prior to 
COVID-19, there were almost 4,600 
registrations for various classes, 
according to information from Janes-
ville School District spokesperson 

Patrick Gasper.

Last year, during the virtual sum-

mer school of 2020, registrants 

dropped to 1,450. As of Tuesday after-

noon, the district was at 4,000 sig-

nups. Gasper estimated that is about 

88% of normal attendance for sum-

mer school.

Why the attendance is lower is 

unknown, Gasper said. But he noted 

enrollment in public schools is down 

across the state. He said some parents 

Summer school numbers down

By Martin Crutsinger

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON
American consumers absorbed 

another surge in prices in May—a 
0.6% increase over April and 5% over 
the past year, the biggest 12-month 
inflation spike since 2008.

The May rise in consumer prices 

that the Labor Department reported 
Thursday reflected a range of goods 
and services now in growing demand 
as people increasingly shop, travel, 
dine out and attend entertainment 
events in a rapidly reopening econ-
omy.

The increased consumer appetite 

Jump in prices squeezes consumers

Some area districts report 
slight drop in registrants
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