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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 7A
•Robert “Bob” Aebly
•Asher M. Bondehagen-Meskan
•Catherine M. Butler
•E. Jane Harries
•Kathleen E. Loranger
•Linda Beth Martin

•Gerald Mills
•Joan Mosby
•Edith “Marie” Potter
•Betty J. Townsend
•Thomas Alfred “Tom” Waeffler

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 41 | Low 37  
A little afternoon 

rain; chilly
More on 8A

Bond held steady
A Waukesha County judge 

denied a reduced bond request 

from a former Walworth County 

sheriff’s deputy charged with 

sexual assaults. Page 3A

Dynamic duo
A young Janesville Parker softball 

squad will rely on pitchers Hannah 

Bolly and Nariyah Lot as the Vikings 

hope to build on last season’s regional 

title game appearance. Page 1B

Smith apologizes
In a written statement, Will Smith 

apologized to comedian Chris 

Rock for slapping him during 

the Academy Awards ceremony 

Sunday night. Page 5B
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By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Incumbents Cathy Myers, Jim 

Millard and Michelle Haworth will 

face off against challengers Audrey 

Smith and Amie Hughes in the 

Janesville School Board election 

April 5. The three incumbents are 

running again to keep their seats, 

while the challengers hope to grab 

a spot.

Myers is the current president 

of the board, where she has served 

since 2013. She is an English 

teacher at Hononegah High School 

in Rockton, Illinois.

Millard is the sitting vice pres-

ident of the school board. Millard 

is a retired district custodian and 

has been on the board since 2016.

Haworth has been a board 

member since 2016. Haworth is 

a customer service manager for 

Stoughton Parts Sales.

Smith, one of the new candi-

dates, is a lifelong Janesville resi-

dent and a registered nurse at SSM 

Health St. Mary’s Hospital-Janes-

ville.

Hughes is a co-owner of Hughes 

Custom Carpentry with her hus-

band.

The Gazette asked the five candi-

dates questions about the COVID-

19 pandemic, learning loss, use of 

federal ESSER funding and more.

Q:How well do you feel the dis-
trict handled the pandemic?

Pandemic plays part in board campaign
Candidates assess  

past choices, look to 
mitigate learning loss

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Tour of America’s Dairyland 

bicycle races are set to return to 

downtown Janesville on June 16, but 

Janesville’s Town Square Gran Prix 

will revert to being a one-day event.

Paul Murphy, a local organizer for 

Janesville’s leg of the pro-am race 

series, said the tour selected down-

town Janesville to host the kickoff of 

the major-circuit bicycle road race 

series.

Yet unlike 2021 when the city shut 

down traffic downtown to host two 

straight days of racing June 18 and 19, 

this year’s race opener hits Janesville 

for one day,  June 16, before moving 

on to East Troy on June 17.

Janesville agreed to host two days 

of the tour last year after a few peren-

nial municipal hosts of the Dairyland 

tour had bowed out because the cit-

ies hadn’t yet repealed COVID-19-re-

lated event shutdowns. This year, the 

races are booked at all 11 intended 

tour stops.

For Janesville, the change means 

that downtown business operators 

and residents won’t have to contend 

with two full days of street closures 

during the closed-circuit bike races 

that require shutting down streets 

and taking over the downtown.

Murphy said East Troy and Janes-

ville are close enough to one another 

that local hospitality industry offi-

cials expect more racers and race offi-

cials to stick around overnight than 

in past years. That could be a boon 

for downtown; the event has drawn 

between $250,000 and $700,000 in 

visitor spending each year in Janes-

ville, according to local tourism sur-

veys.

The races aren’t normally consid-

ered a tourism event that generates 

many overnight stays in local hotels, 

partly because tour participants tend 

to leave Janesville shortly after rac-

ing to get set up for the tour’s next 

leg, Murphy said.

The event in the past has drawn 

between 1,500 and 2,000 specta-

tors to downtown during peak rac-

ing times Surveys by the Janesville 

Area Convention and Visitors Bureau 

show that nearly half those guests 

spend anywhere between $100 on 

$500 fuel, dining, entertainment and 

lodging while in town.

Because Janesville is hosting the 

kickoff, it could mean a big share of 

Gotta start somewhere
Janesville to host first leg 

of state cycling tour

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The sun begins to reappear after storm clouds rolled through downtown Janesville during the Janesville Town Square Gran Prix 
in June 2021. Janesville will host the opening day of the Tour of America’s Dairyland cycling race series this year on June 16.

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
District staff and commu-

nity leaders peppered Janes-
ville School District superin-
tendent finalist Mark Holzman 
with questions about teacher 
concerns, diversity and his 
management style Monday 
night at the Janesville Coun-
try Club as part of daylong sec-
ond interview with the school 
board.

It was the first of three such 
meet-and-greets scheduled 
this week, with fellow final-
ists Cassandra Schug sched-
uled to visit Wednesday and 
Ryan Krohn coming Thurs-
day. Those who attended were 
allowed to ask the candidate 
questions in an open format 
that took around 30 minutes.

Holzman attended with 
his wife Shawn, a fifth-grade 
teacher in that district.

Asked what he thinks are 
some of the key issues the 
Janesville district faces, he 
referred to data from the 

Finalist Holzman talks 
teacher concerns, diversity
Superintendent hopeful 

first of three to visit

Orestes Baez/obaez@adamspg.com
Mark Holzman, a finalist to be the 
next superintendent for the Janes-
ville School District, speaks to a 
group of people at the Janesville 
Country Club on Monday night.Turn to CANDIDATES on Page 7A

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Some Janesville City 

Council members called it 

a “logical next step” while 

others said the move “puts 

the cart before the horse.”

Either way, the council 

voted 5-2 Monday to direct 

the city to negotiate buy-

ing the 100,000-square-

foot former Sears building 

at Uptown Janesville for 

$1 plus about $6,000 in 

closing costs to groom the 

property as the 

potential spot for 

a new ice arena 

and convention 

space.

The move will 

give the city con-

trol over the for-

mer Sears prop-

erty at 2500 Mil-

ton Ave. and 

launch a design phase 

that over the next three to 

six months will flesh out 

what it will cost to clear 

the defunct former Sears 

building and construct 

the Woodman’s Commu-

nity Center, a proposed 

two-sheet ice arena and 

conference center, on the 

same parcel.

Under the agreement, 

the city would have the 

option to transfer own-

ership of the site back 

to Uptown Janesville’s 

owner, RockStep Capi-
tal, if the city eventually 
decides not to go forward 
with the arena project.

The council’s decision 
came after more than 
hour of council mem-
bers asking probing ques-
tions of city officials and 
Uptown Janesville’s own-
ers, including whether 
major anchor tenants at 
the shopping mall, includ-
ing Dick’s Sporting Goods, 
would sign off on the $28 
million proposal that 
would replace the cur-

rent single-sheet 
ice arena south of 
downtown.

Heather Miller, 
one of the coun-
cil members who 
voted against the 
city forging a pur-
chase agreement, 
wondered why 
the city needed to 

move on the project now.
As the council deliber-

ated whether to pursue 
ownership of the Sears 
property, Tim Lindau, a 
local real estate attorney 
who represents RockStep 
Capital, told the coun-
cil that as recently as last 
fall, RockStep had nearly 
moved to sell off the Sears 
property to another buyer.

Lindau said that 
near-decision came 
during a period of the 

City council  
authorizes Sears 

site purchase
Next phase of ice arena study  
can now ramp up, official says

Miller
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