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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Christine E. Anastasi
•Justin Bucholz
•Lisa Ann Carey

•Thomas J. Flood
•Louise H. Johnson
•William “Bill” Kerr

•Edna Mae Knipschild
•Ernest James Merwin
•Nancy Schmieden

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 47 | Low 38  

Very windy; 
periods of rain

More on 7A

Image of black hole 

a first: Scientists
Astronomers unveiled the 

first photo evidence of one 

of the universe’s strangest 

phenomena—a black 

hole. Page 7B

SHINE takes possession 

of city land for facility
Janesville announced Wednesday 

that 91 acres of land on the city’s 

south side are now owned by SHINE 

as a site for its planned medical 

radioisotope facility. Page 3A

Loss ends Bucks’ 

regular season
Although Tim Frazier scored 

29 points, Milwaukee lost  

127-116 to Oklahoma City 

in the regular-season finale 

for both teams. Page 1B

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Like ground troops in a war, 

Janesville police might some-
day have to see a fellow officer 
take a bullet.

When that happens, they’ll 
be able to rely on Janesville fire-
fighter medics who will be there 
with them, risking gunfire to 
patch up officers and treat civil-
ian victims as soon as possible.

Janesville police and fire-
fighters have been training 
for more than a year to work 
together in highly dangerous 
crime scenes, or “hot zones,” 
something many police and fire 
departments are not trained to 
do.

The joint training was just in 
its infancy April 3, 2018, when 
police responded to a domes-
tic-violence incident on the 

city’s south side.

A woman had been shot 

repeatedly in the leg and was 

bleeding profusely. Later, police 

discovered a man in the same 

house who had been hit in the 

head with the butt of a shot-

gun, and a block away, another 

woman who was bludgeoned 

with a heavy object.

Officers didn’t know where 

the gunman was as they entered 

the house and carried the first 

woman out. Paramedics also 

had no idea whether they might 

come under fire when they went 

into the “hot zone” to treat her.

“Had those relationships 

and that confidence and trust 

in one another not been devel-

oped, I don’t think it would have 

gone that way,” said police Sgt. 

Mark Ratzlaff.

Instead, police would have 

carried the gunshot victim to 

an ambulance waiting around 

a corner, delaying treatment, 

Ratzlaff said.

As a result, the Janesville 

Police Department SWAT Team 

and patrol officers, Janesville 

Fire Department paramedics 

and Mercyhealth’s doctor-on-

wheels unit MD1 were awarded 

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

CLINTON
Residents who opposed the Clinton 

School District’s $41.9 million facilities ref-
erendum said Wednesday that the price tag 
and tax impact were too high.

The April 2 referendum failed by about 
18 percentage points. It would have closed 
the elementary and middle schools—which 
each are more than 60 years old—and built a 
new 4-year-old kindergarten through sixth-
grade campus on district-owned land next 
to Clinton High School.

It also would have allocated several mil-
lion dollars for upgrades at the high school, 

including a new roof, gym floor, asphalt 
repairs, security enhancements and expan-
sions to the agriculture and technical edu-
cation programs.

Ronna Morton-Ballmer, a substitute 
teacher, was one of several residents who 
explained their opposition to the referen-
dum during a public comment period at 
Wednesday’s school board meeting.

She said property taxes are already too 
high for many residents. She pays about 
$5,000 annually on her modest two-story 
home, she said, and the referendum would 
have tacked on more.

“This referendum pitted family members 
against family members, neighbors against 
neighbors, staff members against staff mem-
bers,” Morton-Ballmer said. “... This is not 
Clinton. This is not us.”

She said the referendum “held merit” with 

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

The liberal candidate’s concession 

Wednesday in Wisconsin’s Supreme 

Court race gave Republicans a boost of 

confidence following a string of losses 

heading into the 2020 presidential 

campaign.

The closely watched court race 

was an early measure of the mood 

in the battle-

ground state, 

although its 

p r e d i c t i v e 

value is lim-

ited.  Past 

S u p r e m e 

Court con-

tests have not 

always been 

accurate pre-

views of what 

will happen 

in fall elec-

tions with 

larger turn-

out.

At the very 

least, the nar-

row victory 

by conser-

vative can-

didate Brian 

H a g e d o r n 

over his lib-

eral oppo-

nent, Lisa 

N e u b a u e r , 

showed once 

again that 

the margin 

for either side in Wisconsin is razor-

thin. Neubauer conceded to Hagedorn 

eight days after the election, with his 

lead at about half a percentage point.

Hagedorn won by about 6,000 

votes. County canvassing of the vote 

was ongoing, but Neubauer conceded 

after the majority of counties were 

done and the totals moved less than 

200 votes.

The Supreme Court race is just the 

latest in a series of tight elections in 

Wisconsin, reinforcing its status as a 

battleground state heading into 2020 

and part of a ”blue wall” including 

Michigan and Pennsylvania that Dem-

ocrats are trying to build to beat Presi-

dent Donald Trump.

Other than Barack Obama’s two 

wins, the past three presidential elec-

tions in Wisconsin have been decided 

Neubauer 
concession 
boosts GOP 
confidence

Janesville firefighters, police train together for highly dangerous scenes

Supreme Court win 
ends series of losses 
in statewide races

Associated Press
Brian Hagedorn, shown 
in a photo from April 2, 
won election to the Wis-
consin Supreme Court 
by a margin of about 
6,000 votes. His oppo-
nent, Lisa Neubauer, 
conceded to Hagedorn 
on Wednesday, saying 
she would not ask for a 
recount. The Hagedorn 
win means the conser-
vative majority on the 
court will increase to 
5-2 when he begins his 
10-year term in August.

Life in a ‘hot zone’

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Janesville police officers exit an armored vehicle Wednesday during a training exercise designed to train officers to work with medics from 
the fire department.

Janesville firefighter/paramedics in an armored car train Wednesday 
at the fire department’s training center in Janesville to handle medi-
cal emergencies alongside police during dangerous incidents.

Turn to HOT on Page 7A

Turn to COURT on Page 7A

Clinton reassessing after failed school referendum

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Clinton Elementary School students pass 
through the school’s main hallway as they 
leave for home.

Residents: Price tag, impact 
of proposal were too high

Turn to CLINTON on Page 7A
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