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Hedberg renovation 

drives new ideas
With its recent face-lift  

complete, the library has tried 

to update the services 

it offers to patrons.  
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49ers pound 

Packers, 37-8
It was billed as a matchup 

between division leaders 

Sunday night, but it quickly 

turned into a rout for 

San Francisco. Page 1B
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By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

ORFORDVILLE
Gary Phillips broke out in a grin 

and shook his head 
when asked if he 
imagined downtown 
Orfordville would 
grow the way it has 
in the last five years.

“No way,” the 
Orfordville Village 
Board president said 
with a chuckle, spit-
ting tobacco juice 

into a plastic soda bottle.
The pounding of a hammer 

echoed outside as he talked, and 
men with tool belts strapped to 
their waists listened to country 

music as they surveyed the build-

ing.

It’s a scene that many in this vil-

lage of just less than 1,500 people 

have welcomed.

“I definitely didn’t see the prog-

ress coming this fast,” Phillips said. 

“It’s a fun time right now in Orford-

ville. You can really see things com-

ing along.”

When Phillips first joined the 

village board nearly six years ago, 

growth didn’t seem possible. He 

suggested the city create an eco-

nomic development committee, 

and he helped get it going.

Since 2017, the face of downtown 

has changed. After years of empty 

or unmanaged storefronts, most 

downtown buildings have been ren-

ovated and are open for business. A 

chamber of commerce was created 

last year to help local businesses.

Village board member Beth 

Schmidt serves on 

the economic devel-

opment committee 

and the planning 

commission. She 

said Orfordville has 

added restaurants, 

a coffee shop, a Dol-

lar General, an auto 

repair shop, a pho-

tography business and more in the 

last two years.

“We offered up some incentives 

for downtown businesses,” Schmidt 

said. “There’s no more empty store-

fronts. It kind of is surreal when I 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The YMCA of Northern 

Rock County recently spent 

about $10,000 to freshen up 

the look and functionality 

of the child watch room in 

its downtown Janesville 

location off West Court 

Street.

The face-lift is notice-

able because:

 � It’s the first time in 

about a decade the day care 

room has seen so much as 

a fresh coat of paint—

let alone new carpeting, 

age-appropriate develop-

mental games and toys, and 

a dedicated spot for infants 

and toddlers to play.

 � The entire room is vis-

ible through a glass wall, 

and it is the first thing peo-

ple see when they walk into 

the YMCA’s entrance. That 

and the new logo above 

the membership service 

desk: a brightly colored, 

cleanly designed sign that 

announces the facility as 

“The Y.”

Optics like that might 

be important, but it’s 

what’s behind the optics—

change—that new CEO 

Angie Bolson sees as the 

future for an institution 

that was under a black 

cloud just a year ago.

Bolson arrived in the 

months after longtime 

CEO Tom Den Boer left the 

Y. Den Boer’s departure 

came after a league of mem-

bers threatened lawsuits 

over complaints  Den Boer 

flouted bylaws by improp-

erly removing board and 

By Tom Murphy

Associated Press

The next time you get sick, your care may involve 
a form of the technology people use to navigate road 
trips or pick the right vacuum cleaner online.

Artificial intelligence is spreading into health care, 
often as software or a computer program capable of 
learning from large amounts of data and making pre-
dictions to guide care or help patients.

It already detects an eye disease tied to diabetes 
and does other behind-the-scenes work like helping 
doctors interpret MRI scans and other imaging tests 
for some forms of cancer.

Now, parts of the health system are starting to use 
it directly with patients. During some clinic and tele-
medicine appointments, AI-powered software asks 
patients initial questions about their symptoms that 
physicians or nurses normally pose.

And an AI program featuring a talking image of the 
Greek philosopher Aristotle is starting to help Univer-
sity of Southern California students cope with stress.

Researchers say this push into medicine is at an 

early stage, but they expect the technology to grow 

by helping people stay healthy, assisting doctors with 

tasks and doing more behind-the-scenes work. They 

also think patients will get used to AI in their care just 

like they’ve gotten accustomed to using the technol-

ogy when they travel or shop.

But they say there are limits. Even the most 

advanced software has yet to master important parts 

of care like a doctor’s ability to feel compassion or use 

common sense.

“Our mission isn’t to replace human beings where 

only human beings can do the job,” said University of 

Southern California research professor Albert Rizzo.

Rizzo and his team have been working on a pro-

gram that uses AI and a virtual reality character 

named “Ellie” that was originally designed to deter-

mine whether veterans returning from a deployment 

might need therapy.

Ellie appears on computer monitors and leads 

a person through initial questions. Ellie makes eye 

contact, nods and uses hand gestures like a human 

‘Eat, play and stay’
Orfordville proud of business development, ready for residential growth

YMCA CEO says  
revamp brings 

‘change and hope’

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Angie Bolson, CEO of the YMCA of Northern Rock County, 
speaks to The Gazette at the Y’s revamped day care room in 
downtown Janesville on Thursday.

Paging Dr. Robot: Artificial intelligence moves into health care

Associated Press
Cadet Cheyenne Quilter works with a virtual reality character named 
‘Ellie’ at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y. Artificial intelli-
gence is spreading into health care, often as software or a computer 
program capable of learning from large amounts of data and making 
predictions to guide care or help patients.

Freshened-up look 
also reflects a 

change of culture 

Turn to YMCA on Page 7A
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Phillips

Schmidt

Turn to ORFORDVILLE on Page 6A

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Cara Tracy paints home decorations Saturday at Molly’s Creations, a home decor store that has been operating in down-
town Orfordville for a year and a half. Village leaders say they’re feeling good about the health of their downtown these days.
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