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Ryan has $10.4 million  
in re-election war chest

MADISON—House Speaker Paul Ryan 

has more than $10.4 million cash on hand 

for his re-election effort next 

year.

Ryan’s campaign report-

ed Thursday that he raised 

$300,000 over the past three 

months and also transferred 

$2 million from his national 

political organization.

Ryan’s Democratic oppo-

nent Randy Bryce says he 

raised just over $1 million 

between July and September 

and had more than $1 million cash on hand.

Bryce is a union iron worker and has been 

aggressively fundraising nationally in an at-

tempt to take down Ryan, who has represent-

ed southeast Wisconsin since 1999. Ryan won 

re-election in 2016 with 84 percent of the vote.

 � Democratic U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin 

has raised $2.4 million over the past three 

months, setting a torrid 

pace for fundraising in what 

promises to be an expensive 

and hotly contested race in 

November 2018.

Baldwin said Thursday 

that she collected $2.4 mil-

lion for the three-month pe-

riod covering July through 

September. Her two Re-

publican challengers raised 

$650,000 combined over the 

same three months, but neither of them was 

in the race the entire quarter.

Baldwin has raised $7.1 million so far this 

year and has $5.3 million cash on hand more 

than a year before the election.

Milwaukee-area group trying 
to lure new Amazon HQ

MILWAUKEE—A pitch to land a new 

Amazon headquarters in southeastern Wis-

consin will extend beyond Milwaukee.

The organization that promotes the eco-

nomic benefits of the region, Milwaukee 7, 

plans to pitch a number of sites in the area. 

Jim Paetsch, the group’s vice president, won’t 

divulge those sites for competitive reasons, the 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel reported.

Amazon in September announced its re-

quest for proposals for a second headquarters. 

The deadline for proposals is Oct. 19, with a 

decision expected in 2018. Milwaukee Mayor 

Tom Barrett has also said the city would make 

a pitch. M7 covers Milwaukee, Waukesha, 

Ozaukee, Washington, Racine, Walworth and 

Kenosha counties.

Staff member assaulted  
at Lincoln Hills prison

IRMA—Authorities are investigating an 

assault by an inmate at Lincoln Hills juvenile 

prison that sent one staff member to the hos-

pital Wednesday. The extent and nature of the 

staff member’s injuries were unknown. The 

names of the student and employee were not 

immediately released.

There has been unrest at Lincoln Hills and 

Copper Lake schools amid reports of inmate 

mistreatment and authorities have been prob-

ing allegations of prisoner abuse. No one has 

been charged, but some top officials have re-

signed.
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GREEN BAY 

The daughter of a Wiscon-

sin legislator who has worked 

to stem the opioid epidemic 

provided the drugs that caused 

the death of a pregnant woman, 

investigators said Thursday.

Brown County sheriff ’s offi-

cials said they are recommend-

ing a long list of charges against 

28-year-old Cassandra Nygren 

and her 33-year-old boyfriend, 

Shawn Gray, including first-de-

gree reckless homicide by de-

livering drugs. The two have 

not yet been formally charged 

but could appear in court later 

Thursday.

Chief Deputy Todd Delain 

said Nygren and Gray pro-

vided the fentanyl that killed 

Jennifer Skeen, who was about 

six months pregnant when she 

died near Green Bay in June. 

The fetus also did not survive. 

An obituary listed Skeen’s age 

as 31.

At a news conference, De-

lain described the couple as 

mid-level dealers who sold 

drugs to support themselves 

and their drug habit. When 

officers attempted to arrest 

them on Oct. 10, Delain said 

they fled in a car with Nygren’s 

14-month-old child inside. 

They were later taken into 

custody.

Nygren’s arrest is the lat-

est chapter in her long battle 

with drugs. She spent two 

years prison after a near-fatal 

overdose. She was released in 

2014, becoming an advocate 

for sobriety, but was convict-

ed again in 2015 of drug pos-

session and admitted to drug 

court, an alternative program 

aimed at helping participants 

fight addiction.

Nygren’s struggles spurred 

her father, Republican Rep. 

John Nygren, to sponsor nu-

merous bills aimed at curbing 

opioid addiction over the years. 

Gov. Scott Walker has signed 

nearly 30 bills sponsored by 

Rep. Nygren since 2013 that 

deal with opioids.

The lawmaker said in a 

statement that his daughter’s 

arrest is another example of 

“the disastrous and destructive 

consequences” of addiction.

Police: Lawmaker’s daughter sold 
drugs that killed pregnant woman

Nygren has history  
of opioid offenses

By Patrick Marley

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON 

Hundreds of people turned 

out Thursday to try to stop a 

bill that would cut state fund-

ing for so-called sanctuary 

cities and signaled they would 

turn to the courts if the mea-

sure is signed into law.

In the face of that oppo-

sition, Sen. Steve Nass, R-La 

Grange, made a spirited case 

for the bill before the Senate 

Committee on Labor and Reg-

ulatory Reform.

“The bill is directed specifi-

cally at illegal aliens that have 

committed a crime,” Nass told 

the committee.

“Contrary to claims of op-

ponents, sanctuary cities do 

not make our communities 

safer. These politically correct 

policies actually increase the 

risk to public safety in order 

to make a political statement 

regarding federal immigration 

laws.”

Opponents of the bill ar-

gue it is unconstitutional and 

would make Wisconsin less 

safe.

The bill “will lead to a dra-

matic decrease in the will-

ingness of crime victims to 

reach out to law enforcement, 

meaning violent offenders will 
continue their abusive behav-
ior unimpeded,” Chase Tarrier, 
public policy coordinator for 
End Domestic Abuse Wiscon-
sin, wrote in a memo to the 
committee.

Senate Bill 275 would re-
quire police to hold people 
charged with a crime in jail for 
up to an additional 48 hours if 
they are suspected of being in 
the country illegally. It would 
also bar local governments 
from having policies block-
ing the enforcement of laws 
regarding determining some-
one’s immigration status.

Local governments that 
didn’t go along could see their 
state aid cut by up to $5,000 
per day.

The legislation comes a year 
and a half after GOP lawmakers 
stepped away from similar leg-

islation amid a massive protest 
in the state Capitol—but also as 
President Donald Trump seeks 
to scale back legal and illegal 
immigration.

A federal judge temporarily 
blocked a similar Texas law in 
August.

Sen. Bob Wirch, D-Kenosha, 
said the state shouldn’t adopt 
the bill in any case, but should 
at least wait to see how the Tex-
as law fares on appeal.

“We wasted enough money 
on lawyers in this state. Let 
Texas pay for it and then we’ll 
learn from them,” Wirch said.

Nass countered the state 
should move forward, noting 
Wisconsin laws limiting the 
powers of unions survived nu-
merous lawsuits.

“We’ll see if this gets litigat-
ed. That does not scare me at 
all,” Nass said.

Protesters rally against bill 
targeting ‘sanctuary cities’

State would cut 
funding for places 

breaking rules

Associated Press
Protesters against a bill that would outlaw ‘sanctuary cities’ in the 
state fill a hallway outside of a hearing room at the state Capitol in 
Madison.


