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Consolidation costs
Four towns contracting with 
the Milton Fire Department 
for fire services are on the 
hook to pay thousands of 
dollars more under a new 
budget plan. Page 3A
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Partly sunny  
and warm
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
New data released by the Janes-

ville School District shows the dis-
trict’s high schools have been hit 
hardest by coronavirus infections.

The district Thursday unveiled 
a new dashboard that shows how 
many students and staff members 
have been infected, how many peo-
ple were in close contact with them, 

and how many more were not that 
close but were told to monitor them-
selves closely for symptoms.

The numbers show 10 high school 
students with “active cases,” 188 stu-
dents on quarantine because they 
had been in close contact with some-
one with the virus, and 750 students 
deemed to be “low risk” because their 
contact was not as close.

In the three middle schools and 12 
elementary schools combined, there 
were five students with active cases in 
the seven days ending Wednesday, 20 
with close contact and 90 at low risk.

District spokesman Patrick Gas-
per did not know the number of stu-
dents attending the high schools, so 
the percentage of students affected is 
unknown.

Last year, Parker High School had 

about 1,300 students and Craig about 

1,600, but those numbers dropped 

this fall as students switched to the 

district’s all-virtual option, ARISE 

Virtual Academy.

Two schools, Roosevelt Elemen-

tary and Craig, suspended in-person 

classes and went virtual Sept. 16 after 

three elementary and six high school-

age students tested positive.

District gives virus data
JANESVILLE

School district COVID-19 dashboard
Sept. 17-23

STUDENTS
 Elementary Middle High Total

 Cases 4 1 10 15

 Quarantined 11 9 188 208

 Low Risk 63 27 750 840

STAFF*
 Elementary Middle High Total

 Cases 3 1 3 7

 Quarantined 28 9 42 79

 Low Risk 78 10 48 136

SOURCE: Janesville School District

Donna Felland/donnaf@gazettextra.com

*The close contacts and low risk number for staff include those that have had potential exposure 
from outside their work location (for example, perhaps a household family member tested positive).

JANESVILLE SCHOOLS  

COVID-19 DATA
The Janesville School District’s 

new coronavirus dashboard can be 
found online at GazetteXtra.com 
/dashboard.

Scores of students  
who attend Parker, 
Craig quarantined

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF MILTON

The lost hikers could go 

north, but there would be a lot 

more trees.

If Caroline and Arun Israel, 

who had wandered off the Ice 

Age Trail northeast of Storrs 

Lake in the town of Milton, 

went east, they might run into 

a swamp.

It had rained recently, so the 

area was wetter than normal. 

Caroline said they already had 

encountered multiple swampy 

areas.

They would try west, toward 

the setting sun.

The Cottage Grove couple 

called 911 at about 5:45 p.m. 

Sunday, Sept. 13. If they were 

lost for much longer, their 

problems would multiply 

without the help of daylight.

Matt Bender, a dispatch 

supervisor, took their call. Dis-

patchers rarely get calls like 

‘Call of my career’

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Dispatch supervisor Matt Bender works at the Rock County 911 Center. He took a call from a couple 
lost on the Ice Age Trail and was able to guide them to first responders using RapidSOS, a newer tech-
nology that gives dispatchers the location and data from 911 calls made by newer cellphones.

New technology helps dispatcher guide lost hikers to safety

By Bernard Condon

Associated Press

The way lawyers for Kyle Ritten-

house tell it, he wasn’t just a scared 

teenager acting in self-defense 

when he shot to death two protest-

ers in Kenosha last month. He was 

a courageous defender of liberty, a 

patriot exercising his right to bear 

arms amid rioting in the streets.

“A 17-year-old citizen is being 

sacrificed by politicians, but it’s 

not Kyle Rittenhouse they are after. 

Their end game is to strip away the 

constitutional right of all citizens 

to defend our communities,” says 

the voice-over at the end of a video 

released this week by a group tied 

to Rittenhouse’s legal team.

“Kyle Rittenhouse will go down 

in American history alongside that 

brave unknown patriot ... who fired 

‘The Shot Heard Round the World,’’’ 

lead attorney John Pierce wrote this 

month in a tweet he later deleted. 

“A Second American Revolution 

against Tyranny has begun.”

But such dramatic rhetoric that 

has helped raise nearly $2 million 

for Rittenhouse’s defense might 

not work with a jury considering 

charges that could put the teen in 

prison for life. Legal experts say 

there could be big risks in turning 

a fairly straightforward self-de-

fense case into a fight for freedom 

that mirrors the law-and-order 

re-election theme President Don-

ald Trump has struck amid a wave 

of protests over racial injustice.

“They’re playing to his most neg-

ative characteristics and stereo-

types, what his critics want to per-

ceive him as—a crazy militia mem-

ber out to cause harm and start a 

revolution,” said Robert Barnes, 

a prominent Los Angeles defense 

attorney.

Rittenhouse’s high-profile 

defense and fundraising teams, led 

by Los Angeles-based Pierce and 

Atlanta attorney Lin Wood, respec-

tively, refused to speak to The 

Associated Press about their strat-

egy ahead of the teen’s next court 

appearance Friday, a hearing in 

Help or hindrance?
Rittenhouse’s defense 

raises $2 million, but will 
rhetoric help in court?

Associated Press
Kyle Rittenhouse carries a weapon as 
he walks along Sheridan Road in Keno-
sha on Aug. 25, a night of unrest after 
the earlier shooting of Jacob Blake.

Turn to CALL on Page 9A

Turn to DATA on Page 9A

Turn to RITTENHOUSE on Page 7A

The Gazette | Friday, September 25, 2020 | Section D

 Your contact: Work & Wheels Editor Greg Little, 608-755-8255, glittle@gazettextra.com |

By Lauren Zumbach

Chicago Tribune

By Phoebe Wall Howard

Detroit Free Press

DETROIT

Last week, Ford Motor Co. 

revealed an audacious plan to build 

a $700 million plant at the Rouge 

complex in Dearborn, Michigan, that 

would create the first all-electric 

F-150, the nation’s bestselling vehicle.

“This plant mirrors the story of 

America and American manufac-

turing,” said Bill Ford Jr., execu-

tive chairman, during an event at 

the manufacturing site livestreamed 

on YouTube and Facebook. “This is 

where the industrial revolution took 

hold, where the arsenal of democracy 

was forged, where 

parents and grandpar-

ents and great grand-

parents built not only 

cars and trucks but 

their own American 

dreams.

“Today is about the 

future, and the Rouge 

has always been the 

center of innovation,” 

Ford said, noting that construction 

of a modern manufacturing center 

had begun right behind the stage on 

which he was standing.

This year’s COVID-19 crisis made 

it clear why it is so important for 

companies like Ford to help keep the 

U.S. manufacturing base strong and 

help the country get back to work, 

he said, acknowledging the efforts of 

W members.

Ford reveals 
plan for  

$700M plant, 

Rouge jobs
 Æ Officials also release information 

about all-electric F-150 model 

Tribune News Service photos 

AlleyCat Comics owner Selene Idell stands at the cash register in Chicago. Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the store has a new 

online ordering system for some products.

‘We’re not Amazon’COVID forces small retailers to go head-to-head online with national retailers

‘We’re not Amazon’
Ford

Facing Goliath
Small businesses find 
themselves doing 
online commerce 
against the likes of 
Amazon. Work & 

Wheels, inside
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